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  The Pharmacy Roundtable of Operation 
Our Town is focused on understanding 
and creating solutions and educational 
engagement for the serious problem 
that diversion of prescription drugs has 
on our neighborhoods. According to 
the Drug Enforcement Administration, 
the diversion of prescription drugs has 
become America’s number one drug 
problem. The Pharmacy Roundtable is 
composed of area pharmacists, law en-
forcement and advocacy organizations 
that work cooperatively to help reduce 
drug diversion.
  As law enforcement agencies have done 
an increasingly better job in containing 
the spread of illicit drugs such as heroin, 
crack and other agents, prescription drugs 
have become a very accessible alterna-
tive for those looking to abuse drugs. The 
diversion of prescription drugs involves 
the use or misuse of drugs that are pre-
scribed for a patient for a specific medical 
purpose. There are numerous conditions 
under which this diversion may occur; it 
can involve inappropriate prescribing by 
physicians, inappropriate dispensing by 
pharmacists, abuse by patients, sharing 
or selling prescriptions or actual drugs, 
or simply fraud in the form of forged 
prescriptions and false identity.
  The DEA says that 37% of all diverted 
drugs occur within family and friends, 
usually with no exchange of money. This 
is an area where the general public can 
have a significant impact. Do not share 
prescription drugs with anyone, for any 
purpose! Take advantage of Prescription 
Drug Take Back Days, where there are 
places to take your unused medications 
to be safely disposed. Operation Our 
Town, through the Pharmacy Roundta-
ble, regularly promotes these events.
  This past year, the Roundtable pub-
lished an educational mailing to all phar-
macies in Blair County, explaining the 
“Red Flags” that pharmacists can look 
for to help prevent diversion and help 
them understand their responsibilities 
under the Controlled Substances Act. 
Additionally, the Roundtable is working 
with the Pennsylvania Office of the At-
torney General to create awareness about 
known prescription forgery groups and 
provide tips to detect forgery. The Attor-
ney General’s Office also had enforce-
ment officers staff the Value Drug Com-
pany Trade Show this year to provide 
information to independent pharmacists 
in Pennsylvania.
  Finally, the Roundtable is currently 
focusing on obtaining grant funding to 
increase the availability of permanent 
medication collection locations so that 
the community has a better opportunity 
to safely dispose of prescription drugs 
that might otherwise be abused.

   Heroin, the most addictive drug known 
to man is without a doubt, the biggest 
drug threat in Blair County.  Currently 
there is an abundant supply of heroin 
in the source cities and subsequently, 
heroin is readily available for distribu-
tion.  Therefore, the price of heroin has 
dropped to $10.00 a bag which has re-
sulted in it being more affordable and 

ly, we participate in many educational 
programs with youths in an effort to 
prevent drug usage.
    The citizens of Blair County are our 
eyes and ears on the street.  Your dili-
gence in your neighborhood is of the 
utmost importance. Participation in 
Neighborhood Watch programs and 
calls to the Push Out the Pusher, 814-
693-3020, have repeatedly been instru-
mental in assisting us in our investiga-
tions.  Please continue with your efforts 
and we will too. 

increased its use.
   Heroin distribution and use have 
devastating effects on the community.  
Other criminal activity increases when 
heroin use and distribution increases.  
Crimes such as retail theft, theft, forg-
ery, burglary and child abuse/neglect 
increase as a result of heroin users 
needing to obtain money to support 
their habit and neglecting the welfare 
of their children.  Additionally, crimes 
of violence increase as dealers establish 

distribution turf and settle disputes.  So 
as you can see, the quality of life for the 
community as a whole suffers.   
   The PA Office of Attorney General 
and the Blair County Drug Task Force 
have been addressing this state and 
county wide epidemic by increasing 
our efforts in enforcement of the PA 
Drug Act.  We will continue to arrest 
as many heroin dealers as possible via 
both regular round ups and buy-bust-
search warrant operations.  Additional-

ing in a noticeable decrease in 
drug overdose deaths, violent 
crime, and drug trafficking.  
Police special operations were 
increased and the District At-
torney’s Office successfully 
prosecuted hundreds of vio-
lent and drug criminals. 
   However, last year, all of 
Pennsylvania, including Blair 
County, experienced a strong 
resurgence of heroin use and 
heroin trafficking. According-
ly, our community has, for the 
first time since the inception 
of Operation Our Town, expe-
rienced a significant increase 
in drug overdose deaths, drug 
trafficking, violent crime, and 
an insurgence of individuals 

   In 2007, for the first time in 
Blair County history, business 
leaders and our community, 
through Operation Our Town, 
partnered with law enforce-
ment, purchasing equipment; 
providing financial assis-
tance for special operations 
to combat crime; and giving 
the District Attorney’s office 
a grant-funded prosecutor 
position to assist the police. 
The joint effort worked. From 
2007 through 2012, law en-
forcement and the District 
Attorney’s Office were more 
fully able to address the drug 
problem and the violence 
that accompany drug  abuse 
and drug trafficking, result-

mandatory sentences. We are 
working on training opportu-
nities to keep police officers 
well informed of investigative 
techniques and the law. But, 
we need the continued help 
of the community and Opera-
tion Our Town.  The success 
of this crusade to “Take Back 
Our Neighborhoods” primar-
ily hinges on the ability of 
law enforcement personnel to 
have the necessary resources 
to out-work and out-smart 
the criminals. Become a local 
crime fighter, join Operation 
Our Town with your time and/
or resources and help win the 
battle for a safe Blair County 
that everyone can enjoy.

who have come to the com-
munity for the sole purpose of 
selling drugs. Unfortunately, 
this trend coincides with a 
recent Supreme Court deci-
sion, making it very difficult 
to seek mandatory sentencing 
enhancements for drug of-
fenders.
     To combat this, law enforce-
ment is working in several 
fronts.  We are implementing a 
protocol for overdose death in-
vestigations in a collective ef-
fort to hold drug dealers, who 
provide the drugs responsible 
for the death, accountable. We 
are utilizing technology and 
enhancing police tactics to 
aid in establishing applicable 

ers who continued to support my use.  
   During this journey I started to realize that 
I had a problem with substance use.  Over 
the next seven years I would battle with 
myself not knowing how to end the cycle of 
use.  Then finally I landed in a place that put 
me face to face with my addiction.  I could 
no longer deny that my addiction held me 
captive.  It was through others that had gone 
before me in this journey that helped me ac-
cept that I was powerless over this disease 
but I could do something about it.  One day 
at a time.  My journey in the beginning was 
up and down, but I found by being in fel-
lowship with others on this journey, making 
amends where I can, giving back through 
service to others and by embracing a spiritu-
al relationship with my Lord the path is now 
well worn after 26 years in recovery.  God 
grant me the serenity to accept the things I 
cannot change, the courage to change the 
things I can and the wisdom to know the 
difference.  

hol abuse, suffered from low self esteem 
and not measuring up and a social circle that 
provided many opportunities to use sub-
stances.  I made choices in the beginning to 
use cigarettes, and then moved on to alco-
hol.  But it was marijuana that really fueled 
the chase for getting high.  Within months 
of using marijuana the chase was on.  I 
experimented with whatever drugs were 
available but marijuana and alcohol was my 
constant.  Within the next 3 years of high 
school, I ended my high school career as a 
general education degree, barely passing.  I 
had destroyed my opportunity to go on to 
college though that was not even something 
I would have been able to hold together.  I 
can remember moments through high 
school years of suicidal thoughts.  Not sure 
where I was heading.  Upon graduation, the 
first steps in my recovery began.  I began to 
realize that what I was doing was not what I 
wanted but I did not know how to correct it.  
I left the area thinking I would change just 
by changing places but quickly I found oth-

   Addiction knows no boundaries.  I learned this 
very early in my life.  I grew up in a 2 parent 
family with means.  I was athletic, “A” student 
and went to church every week.  I had opportu-
nities that others may not have had.  Addiction’s 
building blocks include sexual, verbal, emotion-
al and physical trauma, family history, untreated 
mental health, and social and community’s per-
missiveness and access that provide the mortar 
to allow addiction to take hold. 
   As a 12 year old, I had already experienced 
trauma in my life, had a family history of alco-
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C o m m u n i t y
“We operate in a struggling part of Al-
toona where drug use and crime are a 
reality. Funding from OOT offers kids a 
safe place to grow, learn and feel safe and 
loved. The R.O.C.K. serves over 50 kids 
each session, helping them make con-
structive choices. We show kids that there 
is hope for a brighter future and a better 
city.”–– Danner Billetter, Former Direc-
tor, The R.O.C.K. Program

“Operation Our Town funds have 
equipped the Gloria Gates Memorial 
Foundation with essential materials for 
operating four after school program sites 
reaching youth-at-risk in the Altoona area. 
OOT support allows the GGMF to pro-
vide a healthy snack, school supplies, ed-
ucational and recreational activities, and 
a safe environment for 120 -160 children 
each day.” –– Toni Bilik, Exec. Director, 
Gloria Gates Memorial Foundation

Behavioral Therapy and Job 
Fair
•  Blair Co. Juvenile Proba-
tion:  Blair Co. Juvenile Drug 
Court
•  Central Blair Recreation & 
Park Commission:  Summer 
Rocks Playground Program
•  Garver Memorial YMCA:  
After School Program
•  Gloria Gates Memorial 
Foundation:  After School 
Program
•  Hollidaysburg Area 
YMCA:  Family Y-Nites
•  Home Nursing Agency 
Community Services:  Nurse-
Family Partnership
•  IDA Community Develop-
ment Corporation:  Social & 
Supportive Services Office/
Program
•  Joshua House:  Joshua 
House Programs
•  Ski Gap Community Ac-
tion Council:  Playground 
Project - Phase 1
•  Stepping Stones for Life:  
Equine Assisted Learning 
Life Skills Program for At-
risk Youth
•  The ROCK:  After School 
Program

   Operation Our Town holds 
a grant cycle once a year to 
support proven prevention 
and treatment programs in 
Blair County.  All nonprofit 
organizations, schools, and 
government agencies are eli-
gible for grant consideration.
   The 2014 Grant Cycle will 
open on May 1, 2014 with 
a deadline for grant appli-
cations on June 13, 2014.  
Please visit www.operation-
ourtown.org for more infor-
mation on how to apply.
   A total of $60,000 in grants 
were awarded by Operation 
Our Town during the 2013 
grant cycle for the following 
proven prevention and treat-
ment programs:

•  Altoona Area School Dis-
trict Foundation:  SOAR 
(Study, Overcome, Achieve, 
Reward)
•  Altoona Boxing Club:  
Youth Boxing
•  Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Blair County:  Youth Men-
toring
•  Blair Co. Adult Parole & 
Probation Office:  Cognitive 

follow.
   Operation Our Town has once 
again stepped up to support a 
proven crime prevention ef-
fort, the Neighborhood Watch 
Program.  The three tenants of 
the Neighborhood Watch Pro-
gram are simple:

1. Be Aware of Your Sur-
roundings.
2. Neighbor Looking Out For 
Neighbor.
3. Reporting Suspicious Ac-
tivity to Law Enforcement.
 
   We plan on having County 
Wide Meetings on at least a 
quarterly basis beginning in 

Sheriff Mitch Cooper 

   It is impossible for Law En-
forcement to be successful in 
combating crime in our neigh-
borhoods without forming 
partnerships with the citizens 
of the community.  Operation 
Our Town is an excellent ex-
ample of such a partnership.      
  The huge success of Opera-
tion Our Town is a shining ex-
ample for other communities 
throughout Pennsylvania to 

March 2014 at the Penn State 
Altoona Devorris Downtown 
Center, 1431 12th Avenue, Al-
toona.  A wide variety of topics 
will be discussed.  Please plan 
on participating. For more in-
formation visit OperationOur-
Town.org.

drug deaths Push out the Pusher Hotline Calls

2013
Grant Recipients

2013 Featured Grant Recipients
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ue the fight to ensure that 
gangs won’t find a warm 
welcome.  And, we will 
continue to support our law 
enforcement in every man-
ner possible so as to attack 
any indication of gangs and 
gang activity to ensure that 
we are working to send the 
message to everyone that 
this is Our Town……and 
they are not welcome here!

providers. The need and re-
sponse of PA 2-1-1 Central 
Region is evidenced through 
the 4,779 calls successfully 
connecting callers to needed 
services in 2013, an increase 
of 1,104 calls.

your neighborhoods. We 
are seeing our results!
   Let us remember, “Those 
who don’t learn from his-
tory are doomed to repeat 
it” (Edmund Burke).  Op-
eration Our Town and the 
Gang Roundtable will con-
tinue to “hunt” for the signs 
and symptoms of gangs and 
gang activities.  We will 
continue to offer vaccina-
tions in the form of educa-
tion and awareness to our 
neighbors. We will contin-

ers don’t have to “sport col-
ors” to show their presence.  
They aren’t completely 
stupid.  They know that to 
“blend in” and survive, they 
must use camouflage and 
hope not to be noticed by 
us hunters and sheepdogs.  
Gang members still see 
dollar signs over our pride 
in our community and are 
still willing to bring their 
drugs, their violence, and 
the plague back into our 
community, UNLESS we 
continue to take pre-
ventative efforts along 
with aggressive law 
enforcement, to pre-
vent resurgence.
   Historically, com-
munities that were 
successful in address-
ing open gang activity 
learned the hard way 
that thinking or hop-
ing that the problem 
was “solved” is DEAD 
wrong!  Those lessons 
will not be repeated as 
long as Operation Our 
Town and the Gang 
Roundtable exist.  
    Over the years, we 
have educated our 
community by provid-
ing education about 
the “symptoms” of 
gangs and gang activ-
ity.  We aggressively 
confronted gangs and 
gang members and ex-
posed them.  Our law 
enforcement commu-
nity aggressively pros-
ecuted and incarcerated 
these individuals.  The 
fight is not over!  We 
worked diligently to 
provide education and 

Dr. Todd Negola
OOT Gang Round-
table Chairperson

  Most of us don’t take for 
granted our health!  When 
our doctor advises us to get 
a vaccination, we generally 
comply.  Most individuals, 
who enjoy the great out-
doors of Pennsylvania, are 
familiar with camouflage 
clothing, so we blend in.  
Here in Central Pennsyl-
vania, we have taken seri-
ously the threat to our com-
munity, our  neighborhoods 
and even our homes and we 
have FOUGHT back against 
the ills of gangs and drugs.  
As you may recall in 2007 
and 2008, individuals were 
regularly traveling into 
our region to bring drugs, 
violence and crime to Our 
Town.  Collectively, Opera-
tion Our Town and the Gang 
Roundtable, worked tire-
lessly to address this prob-
lem, like the cancer that 
it was.  It worked.  Gangs 
and dealers were arrested 
or went running back home.  
Our criminal justice system 
aggressively investigated, 
arrested and adjudicated 
those who chose to violate 
our sanctity.  The problems 
slowed dramatically.  Let us 
assert the need to view this 
cancer as “in remission” 
rather than cured!
  When we are “healthy,” 
this becomes the time for 
preventative medicine.  
This is the time to ensure 
the health of our commu-
nity and our children.  We 
need to be aggressive and 
remember gangs and deal-

awareness.  We supported 
many community trainings.  
We supported and started 
four years of the “Crime 
Clean-Up” where we took 
back our parks and cleaned 
the scourge of graffiti and 
gang related destruction. 
We provided pamphlets and 
flyers on signs and symp-
toms of gang activity, graf-
fiti removal and talking to 
your children about gangs 
and gang activity.  We took 
to paper, the internet and 

help callers clearly identify 
their needs and point them to 
the best places to seek help, 
reducing misdirected calls 
to agencies and providing a 
ready resource for service 
providers to use in referring 
their current clients to ad-
ditional services from other 

founding partners of PA 2-1-
1 Central Region, CONTACT 
Altoona assists callers from 
Blair, Bedford, Cambria, and 
Somerset Counties.  In Fiscal 
Year 2012-2013, PA 2-1-1 
Central Region assisted over 
3,675 callers in need. It is a 
major challenge for people to 
learn about and connect with 
services that are available.  
Too often people looking for 
help do not know where to 
begin.  Locating such basic 

PA 211
Terriann Grove
Executive Director
CONTACT Altoona

  Anyone who needs to know 
what health and human ser-
vices are available within 
Blair County are able to ac-
cess this information through 
the use of a simple, easy to 
remember, three digit num-
ber (2-1-1).  As one of the 

resources as food, shelter, 
employment or health care 
may mean calling dozens of 
phone numbers and strug-
gling through a maze of 
agencies to make the right 
connection.  This growing 
need of our population for 
human services increases the 
need to effectively and effi-
ciently connect people with 
the broadest possible range 
of community resources.  PA 
2-1-1 Central Region staff 

alert WTAJ’s viewers of the 
telethon and inform them 
of Operation Our Town’s 
efforts.
  Carolyn Donaldson was 
the host for the Telethon 
that was broadcast from 
4-7pm on WTAJ:  “This was 
a great assignment for me.  
I live and work in Cen-
tral Pennsylvania, have 
raised a family here and 
I know the tremendous 
things that Operation 
Our Town has already 
accomplished.”
  The telethon took over 
WTAJ’s Central PA Live 
program at 4:00.  Many 
guests and organiza-
tions that are helped 
by Operation Our Town 
were on hand to talk 
about how important 
Operation Our Town is 
to their organizations 
and to the community, as 
well as, answer phones.  
The telethon continued 
throughout WTAJ News 
at 5:00, 5:30 and 6:00.  
Viewers heard from lo-
cal officials on the dif-
ference Operation Our 
Town has made in the 
fight against crime in 
our communities. They 
also got to see first 
hand through stories 
produced by WTAJ how 
the money is being used 
throughout our commu-
nities.  The phrase used 
throughout the telethon 

WTAJ News Desk

   Operation Our Town has 
done so many great things 
in its short history.  It is a 
partnership lead by busi-
nesses to fight drugs and 
violent crime in central 
Pennsylvania through law 
enforcement, legal advo-
cacy, treatment, prevention 
and partnerships. So when 
an opportunity to once 
again assist in getting the 
word out about this dynam-
ic organization WTAJ re-
sponded.  “This is our com-
munity.  We need to stand 
up for what is right and 
Operation Our Town makes 
a difference.  At WTAJ-TV 
we are very supportive of 
Operation Our Town, its 
goals and all the efforts 
that they are making.  We 
want to help with the bat-
tle.” says Vice President 
and General Manager Phil 
Dubrow.
  WTAJ worked closely 
with DiAndrea Media to set 
up the telethon in advance. 
Volunteers and Operation 
Our Town supporters were 
easy to find to be a part of 
the telethon.
  The goal of the Telethon 
was twofold.  First was to 
help raise money for the 
organization and the sec-
ond was to increase the 
awareness of Operation 
Our Town.  A promotional 
campaign was created to 

was “Keep it safe… Keep it 
going… and keep calling!”
  WTAJ was proud to broad-
cast the Telethon.  It was 
a great way for us to give 
back to our community 
and help “Take Back Our 
Neighborhoods”.

Vaccinations and Camouflage

WTAJ “Proud to Broadcast Telethon.”



Michael A. Fiore,
Co-Founder/President
Operation Our Town
  
  Operation Our Town has made 
significant progress over the past 
seven years to reduce drug activity 
and associated crime in Blair Coun-
ty.  But, the battle is not over.  Our 
community has recently seen heroin 
return to the area, which is a seri-
ous and deadly drug.  Blair County 
law enforcement are doing their 
part to address the problem, but we 
still need the continued support of 
our community and local businesses 
to provide the resources needed to 
stay on top of the drug problem.
  Operation Our Town has started to 
hold a golf tournament annually as 
one of our major fundraisers since 
state and federal funding is limited 
or no longer available.  Last year’s 
tournament was our first, and we 

were pleased with the results, as we 
were able to raise over $45,000.      
  We know that this year’s tourna-
ment will be even more successful 
with the support of our local busi-
ness community.  Please consider 
supporting Operation Our Town 
through our 2nd Annual Golf Tour-
nament that will be held on Septem-
ber 16, 2014 at Park Hills Country 
Club.
  As a community, we need to remain 
diligent and not let our guard down.  
As business leaders, we must con-
tinue to provide the leadership and 
resources necessary to continue to 
protect our children, our neighbor-
hoods, and our quality of life.  Our 
communities’ future depends on it.  
We will continue to send the mes-
sage to drug dealers that if they sell 
drugs in Blair County, they will get 
caught and they will be prosecuted.

Mayor Matt Pacifico
City of Altoona
  
   Operation Our Town, in my 
opinion, just goes to show the 
strong community ties that we 
have in Altoona. Concerned 
citizens and businesses who are 
determined in battling drug traf-
ficking and use, really speaks 
volumes about the caliber of 
people that live here.  One of the 
things that I wanted to accom-
plish as Mayor, with the help of 
others, was to breathe new life 
into our Downtown to make it a 
place that people want to visit 
to eat, shop, be entertained, but 
above all,  feel safe.  I feel that 
Operation Our Town with the 
assistance of local law enforce-

ment, will continue to keep 
Downtown, along with the rest 
of the city, a safe place.  And 
I can’t thank everyone enough 
for their cooperation and assis-
tance in the continuing effort to 
rid Altoona of drugs and letting 
them know that we won’t stand 
for that here.

O p i n i O n

missioner Donna Gority,  and 
former Penn State and NFL wide 
receiver Derrick Williams of 
Blair Companies, who answered 
the phones to take pledges.
  Some of the live interviews 
included Operation Our Town 
Board members Michael A. 
Fiore, Randy Feathers, Phil De-
vorris, and Ron McConnell who 

talked about the importance of 
why the community should con-
tinue to support the organization.  
Blair County Assistant District 
Attorney Peter Weeks, whose 
position is funded by Operation 
Our Town, and First Assistant 
District Attorney Jackie Atherton 
Bernard talked about the drug 
cases that their office prosecutes.  
Kids from the Gloria Gates Me-
morial Foundation, The ROCK, 
and Joshua House after-school 
programs, who are all Opera-
tion Our Town grant recipients, 
talked about why they like to at-
tend their after-school programs.  

Shawna Hoover
OOT Executive
Coordinator
   WTAJ-TV – Your News 
Leader hosted another telethon 
for Operation Our Town on Sep-
tember 25, 2013.  Over $2,500 
was pledged from the commu-
nity.  More importantly, what the 
telethon raised 
was a better 
community 
awareness of 
Operation Our 
Town and its 
ongoing com-
mitment to 
fight drugs 
and crime in 
Blair County.
  Phone volun-
teers included 
Operation Our 
Town grant re-
cipients Geor-
gette Selecky-
S t e p p i n g 
Stones for 
Life, Denise 
Adams-Family Resource Cen-
ter, Shannon Moyer-Evergreen 
Manors Supportive Services, 
Teresa Salome & Danelle Berg-
Home Nursing Agency, Patricia 
Labriola & Dr. Kathy O’Rourke-
SOAR Program.  Other phone 
volunteers included Debbie 
Iuzzolino-ARC Federal Credit 
Union, Marcy Clapper-Farmers 
Insurance, Rev. Evelyn Madison-
Wehnwood United Methodist 
Church, Judy Rosser-Blair Drug 
& Alcohol Partnerships, Phil 
Devorris-Blair Companies, Blair 
County Commissioner Diane 
Meling, former County Com-

Lastly, Jim Walstrom from the 
PA Office of Attorney General, 
Sheriff Mitch Cooper, and Chief 
Ron Heller talked about law 
enforcement efforts to combat 
drugs and crime in Blair County.  
Sheriff Cooper also introduced 
their bomb detection dog, Lily, 
and her handler, Deputy R.J. 
Peo.

  Operation Our 
Town would like 
to thank the fol-
lowing members 
of WTAJ-TV and 
Central PA Live 
for their support 
and for allowing 
us the opportunity 
to get our message 
out to the commu-
nity.  From WTAJ-
TV, we would like 
to thank Carolyn 
Donaldson-An-
chor/Reporter, who 
emceed the tele-
thon, Phil Dubrow-
Station Manager 
& Vice President, 

Scott Levy-News Director, Dave 
Beeney-Promotions Director, 
and Cristi Kimmel-Director.  
From Central PA Live, we would 
like to thank host Dawn Pellas 
and former host Sarah Swistak.  
We also would like to thank Di-
Andrea Media, who produced 
the 2013 Operation Our Town 
telethon.  Lastly, we would like 
to thank the community, because 
it is only through community 
involvement that we are able to 
fight drugs and crime in Blair 
County and take back our neigh-
borhoods!

A4

Dante DiAndrea,
Student at AAHS
  
   My name is Dante DiAndrea. I am 
a 16 year old Junior at the Altoona 
Area High School. As a high school 
student, I am aware of a great deal 
of what is going on in my school. I 
know about the fight that happened in 
sixth period, I know Tristyn broke up 
with Kaleb, and those sorts of things. 
I also hear about drugs and who uses 
them. I often over hear conversations 
of someone bragging about the last 
time they were high or how messed 
up they were that one time. Most 
of the conversations I over hear are 
about marijuana. This drug seems to 
be the drug of choice for the youth in 
our community and with good rea-
son. Marijuana has been proven to be 
completely non-lethal and one can-
not die from it directly. Using mari-
juana is not perceived as something 
bad for you anymore and because of 
this, teens seem to be more open to 
the idea of trying marijuana. It also 
seems that marijuana is fairly easy for 
teens to get a hold of nowadays. Even 
I could obtain some if I really wanted 

to. I hear about others using different 
drugs such as molly and acid, but this 
isn’t as often as marijuana. Most of 
the teens that I hear talk about drugs 
are in lower level courses, but I also 
know of others who are in honors that 
do drugs. I can’t say definitively that 
the drugs affect any of their perfor-
mances, but all they really talk about 
is drugs. 
   Drugs don’t become the main fo-
cus of their lives, but they will defi-
nitely begin to play a bigger role. I 
find that they will constantly be side-
tracked by the thought of when/how 
they will get their next high. Instead 
of participating in other leisure time 
activities, those who regularly use 
drugs fill their free time with getting 
high. This, I feel, can have a negative 
impact on the performance and aspi-
rations of teenagers. While on drugs, 
the user may lose ambition and in-
stead of focusing on what they should 
be doing they may begin a downward 
spiral towards mediocrity. This of 
course, is bad for them and bad for 
the community. 
   Marijuana is also considered a gate-
way drug for much harder drugs like 

cocaine and heroin. Teens are at high 
risk for trying new and harder drugs 
after trying marijuana because of the 
short term mindset of “this won’t 
happen to me,” or “I won’t get hurt,” 
which all teens can have. Starting 
drugs at such an early age also in-
creases the chances of addiction and 
the use of hard drugs. I believe that 
every teen is susceptible to the temp-
tation of drugs, but in the end it is the 
individual’s choice on whether or not 
to partake in them. 
   I am personally indifferent towards 
the legalization of marijuana. I be-
lieve that marijuana, when used re-
sponsibly, is much safer than alcohol 
or cigarettes. I personally have no in-
terest in using the drug myself, but I 
see the attraction others have towards 
it and like anything that brings plea-
sure, it can lead to addiction if it is 
not used responsibly. I do feel, how-
ever, that marijuana is not worthy of 
being listed as an illegal drug among 
the likes of heroin or cocaine.

Randy Feathers, 
Golf Tournament 
Chairperson
Operation Our Town held its 
first annual Golf Tournament on 
September 17, 2013 at Scotch 
Valley Country Club.  The golf 
tournament yielded a net profit 
of over $45,000 with 31 teams 
and 80 sponsors!  The money 
raised from the tournament is 
used to fund law enforcement 
and prevention programs aimed 
at reducing drugs and crime in 
Blair County.
 This year’s tournament will be 
held on Tuesday, September 16, 
2014 at Park Hills Country Club 
and promises to be bigger and 
better than last year.  In order to 
accommodate more teams, we 
are going to have a morning and 

afternoon tee time.  Sheetz will 
be providing a great lunch for all 
golfers to enjoy in-between each 
tee time, so come hungry!  We 
will have skill contests available 
again for chances to win some 
great prizes!  There will also be 
a meet and greet with local law 
enforcement and they will have 
their tactical truck on display.
 Please consider supporting Op-
eration Our Town through our 
annual golf tournament, as this 
has become one of our major 
fundraisers since state and fed-
eral funding is becoming limited 
or no longer available.  Please 
contact Shawna Hoover at (814) 
296-8730 or shawna@operation-
ourtown.org for more details on 
how you can support this year’s 
tournament!

Operation Our Town Telethon

Letter from the Editor

A Teens Point of View

Message from
Altoona Mayor

Operation Our Town
Annual Golf Tournament



B u s i n e s s
Joe Sheetz
Co-founder/Treasurer 
Operation Our Town
  
   Funding is the lifeblood of every 
non-profit organization. Fortunately 
for Operation Our Town, 24 founding 
partners took a leap of faith in 2007 and 
provided the initial resources to begin 
working on our mission of facilitating 
partnerships between community and 
business to fight drug use and crime 
through proven law enforcement, treat-
ment, and prevention techniques. 
  In the years since our founding, OOT 

has worked very hard to diversify our 
funding sources through government 
grants, community telethons, outreach 
to local service clubs, and the extreme-
ly popular Operation Our Town Golf 
Tournament.  However, we cannot 
achieve our goals without the contin-
ued support of local businesses.
  Why should your business support 
Operation Out Town?  Ask one of the 
founding partners.  They continue to 
do their part each and every year.  Read 
this annual report carefully.  Compare 
our results with those of other similar 
sized PA cities, several of which have 
approached us over the last few years 
to help them start a similar program in 
their area.  You will undoubtedly see 

that we have made a difference.  Ask 
a member of local law enforcement or 
a grant partner running an after school 
program what would happen without 
OOT.  
   There is still much work to be done.  If 
we take our foot off of the gas now, we 
will revert back to 2007 in very short 
order, back to where the cities asking 
for our help are stuck right now.  This 
community is different, different in a 
great way.  Our local businesses real-
ize that in order to be a great place to 
work and to shop, we also need to be 
a great place to live and to raise a fam-
ily.  Facilitating partnerships between 
community and business…….become 
a partner today!

2007 - 2013 OOT Money Raised
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that are related to drugs 
and alcohol. Change can 
come only when we are 
willing to shine a light 
on the problem, and rec-
ognize that everyone is 
needed to become part 
of the solution.
   As long as the person 
with an addiction fears 
serious reprisal from 
their employer and co-
workers, they will strive 
to hide their problem and 
avoid treatment. Only 
when they are confident 
that seeking help will not 
signal the end of their 
employment, nor derail 
their career, will they be 
willing to take the neces-
sary steps toward recov-
ery. For this to happen, 
businesses and organiza-
tions need to be proac-
tive.
  1. A voice from the top. 
Management needs to let 
employees know that it’s 
aware that many people 
suffer from addiction 
and need help. If a clear 
message is sent that manage-
ment supports the efforts of ad-
dicts and alcoholics to get well, 
the fear of seeking treatment 
will diminish. Many organiza-
tions take an additional step, 
stating that they will support 
those who strive to address their 
problems, but be far less tolerant 
of those who hide them. That’s 
a powerful incentive to take ac-
tion before a failed drug test puts 
a job in jeopardy.
  2. Have a confidential process. 
Employees need to know what 
steps to take when they decide 
to seek help. They need to know 
they can speak to someone in 
confidence. They need to know 
that a request for “medical leave” 
will not result in disclosure of 

By Michael Campbell
  Every day I talk with alcohol-
ics and addicts who recognize 
they have a problem and know 
they need treatment. They un-
derstand the damage they have 
done to their health. They ago-
nize over the pain they’ve caused 
the people they care about. They 
know that their continued use 
will only make things worse, and 
could lead to jail, financial ruin, 
or death. Yet they are reluctant to 
get the help they so desperately 
need.
   One of the major reasons behind 
this hesitancy is the fear that they 
will be fired if their employer 
knows they have a problem. That 
if their co-workers know they are 
an addict or alcoholic, they will 
be shunned. And even if they 
don’t lose their job, they fear that 
the prospect of a promotion or a 
good raise “is history.”
This perception creates a serious 
dilemma. The Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Ad-
ministration (SAMSHA) has re-
cently released the latest national 
statistics. Almost 24 million 
Americans are using illegal drugs. 
Seventeen million are consum-
ing alcohol in very large quanti-
ties. There are now 22.2 million 
Americans who have the disease 
of addiction and need treatment. 
However, only 10.8 percent are 
seeking help. The remaining 
89.2 percent with serious drug 
and alcohol problems are doing 
nothing. A large percentage tries 
to hide their addiction. 
   As long as those with drug 
and alcohol addiction fear they 
will be rejected, stigmatized, 
or marginalized by others, they 
will hide their problem. When 
they do, they put themselves and 
everyone else at risk. The Rand 
Organization calculates there are 
hundreds of thousands of seri-
ous workplace injuries each year 

just pushes them underground 
where they fester until a crisis oc-
curs.
  At St. Joseph Institute we recent-
ly treated a highly regarded man-
ager who had a serious drinking 
problem. Many people at his 
company were concerned, but no 
one said anything. The employee 
was afraid to mention his ad-
diction to anyone. Only after he 
caused a serious accident while 
intoxicated did his colleagues 
wished they had not remained si-
lent, that they had demonstrated 
support for treatment.
   If we’re going to make progress 
against the devastating effects 
of drugs and alcohol abuse, we 
must see that more people get 
help and enter into recovery. For 
that to happen, they must know 

that we want them to get well and 
will support their sincere effort to 
manage their addiction. Only if 
this occurs, will we see greater 
numbers of employees and co-
workers begin to change their 
lives and stop the downward spi-
ral of destruction. The workplace 
has a major role to play – offering 
support and encouragement – if 
progress is to be made.

Michael Campbell is the presi-
dent and co-founder of St. Joseph 
Institute for Addiction, a rehab 
program near State College, PA 
that is recognized for its person-
alized approach to treatment – 
www.stjosephinstitute.com.

personal information and embar-
rassing details. The law provides 
strong protection, but most peo-
ple are unaware of their rights. 
An employer who communi-
cates information about FMLA 
and the protection of confidential 
information will help overcome 
that trepidation. Having an EAP 
to contact, rather than a company 
employee, will also help people 
take the first steps toward recov-
ery.
  3. Talk about safe practices at   
work. Organizations that openly 
talk about drinking and driving, 
the dangers of addictive drugs, 
and the use of designated drivers 
builds a culture that recognizes 
and supports safety and positive 
action. Hiding from these issues 
doesn’t make them go away – it 

Drugs in the Work-
place: Don’t Fire Me

Early Childhood Education

OOT Needs You!

By Rodney Green, 
CHAIR PERSON 
OOT EARLY CHILD-
HOOD EDUCATION 
ROUNDTABLE
   
   “No child is destined at birth, to 
become a criminal.” The above 
quote is from the newly re-
leased report, I’m The Guy You 
Pay Later, a publication of the 
organization, FIGHT CRIME: 
INVEST IN KIDS.  The quote 
could easily be used as a mis-
sion statement for OOT’s Early 

Childhood Education (ECE) 
Roundtable.  Throughout the past 
year, the ECE Roundtable has fo-
cused on a number of awareness 
and advocacy activities to spread 
the message that “early learning 
works,” including the following:
• Obtaining and distributing 
$5,000 in grant monies. The ECE 
Roundtable obtained a $5,000 
grant from the Nazareth Fam-
ily Foundation.  The grant mon-
ies are being used to fund $500 
scholarship vouchers to families 
who are income-eligible, as per 
the Blair County Child Care In-
formation Center/DPW guide-

lines.  
• Facilitated “mini-visits” for 
business leaders to see high qual-
ity early learning firsthand.  In 
October of 2013, Mr. Michael 
McClanahan from McClanahan 
Corporation and Mr. Philip Dev-
orris of Blair Companies visited 
the Hollidaysburg YMCA early 
learning center.  In January 2014, 
Mr. Mark Barnhart from NPC, 
Inc., Mr. Scott Lawhead of The 
Hite Company, and Mr. Dennis 
Doll, President of Reliance Bank 
visited the Begin With Us center 
in Altoona.  These leadership 
visitations not only raise aware-

ness of the value of investing in 
early child care programs, but 
also create a dialogue on how to 
strengthen community connec-
tions.
• Sharing information on the 
connection between quality 
early learning and crime preven-
tion.  The ECE Roundtable has 
distributed research and articles 
to a variety of community stake-
holders.  We encourage everyone 
to check out the “Fight Crime: 
Invest In Kids PA” website at: 
http://www.fightcrime.org/state/
pennsylvania where we highly 
recommend that you download 

a copy of I’m The Guy You Pay 
Later.  
   In closing, we are pleased and 
honored to join over 200 Penn-
sylvania police chiefs, sheriffs, 
and district attorneys in com-
mending Governor Corbett for 
including a $10 million increase 
for the Pre-K Counts program 
in his 2014-15 budget proposal.  
This increase will allow an ad-
ditional 1,670 children to receive 
early learning services state-
wide.

1,700,851
823,587

180,000

206,799 44,036

2007 - 2013 OOT Grants Awarded

857,148
1,467,051

261,999

2013 Results

Individuals     Organizations     Businesses     Federal Grants

Law Enforcement      Prevention

Grants Awarded      Funds Raised



L o c a L

A6

Roundtable Descriptions:
Criminal Justice Advisory Board 
(CJAB): To provide an ongoing forum for 
communication and collaboration among key 
decision makers for the purposes of evaluating, 
analyzing, planning, information sharing, and in-
tegrating and recommending action to improve 
the effectiveness and efficiency of the criminal 
justice system.

Early Childhood Education 
Roundtable: To prevent involvement in 
drug abuse and criminal activities by providing 
pre-k age children with enriched early childhood 
learning experiences.

Faith-based Roundtable: From a faith 
perspective, respond to and contribute to the 
work of the Operation Our Town Partnerships.  
Promote, facilitate, and encourage faith-based 
community (FBC) partnerships in using God’s 
gracious gifts to bring about positive change, 
hope, and spiritual health in the community.

Gang Roundtable: To gather, coordinate 
and disseminate gang related activities for the 
purpose of communicating information directly 
to the steering committee in order to assist in the 
development of strategic plans to deal with gang, 
drug and crime prevention as a result of gang re-
lated activities.

Housing Roundtable: Identify solutions 
to address the problems created by transient 
tenants.  To discuss and implement educational 
techniques for renting properties to responsible 
tenants. 

K-12 Education Roundtable: Pre-
vent drug and alcohol use among students, as 
early as possible.

Law Enforcement 
Roundtable: Facili-
tate partnerships between 
the community and busi-
ness to fight both drug use 
and crime through proven 
law enforcement tech-
niques.

Marketing Round-
table: To communicate 
and promote the objec-
tives of the organization to 
effectively engage the citi-
zenry of our community to 
become involved in taking 
back our neighborhoods.
Northern Blair 
Roundtable: To facil-
itate partnerships between 
community and business 
in Northern Blair County 
to fight drug use and crime 
through proven law en-
forcement, treatment, and 
prevention techniques.

Pharmacy Round-
table: To assure the 
safety of pharmacy em-
ployees and patrons, and 
to improve relationships 

with local and state law enforcement.

Retail Roundtable: To ensure the safety 
of retail employees, associates, and custom-
ers, along with a nonviolent workplace in co-
operation with OOT by providing a network 

of retailers working together against crime and 
violence. 

Volunteer Roundtable: To support the 
mission of OOT with as many volunteers as 
possible.

2013 Work by Drug 
Prosecutor, Peter Weeks

Criminal Justice Advisory 
Board (CJAB)/OOT 

Judicial Roundtable
President Judge Jolene Kopriva

Blair County District Attorney’s Office.
   Pete Weeks is the Assistant District Attorney whose position is funded by a grant 
through Operation Our Town.  It is his primary job responsibility to prosecute 
drug and drug related violent crimes. Other prosecutors assist with the work due 
to the sheer volume of these types of cases. Pete Weeks works directly with the 
police and is currently involved with the PA Attorney General’s Office in pros-
ecuting a large scale cocaine distribution organization originating from the Corner 
Bar in Altoona.  
 

Four jury trials in 2013 (three of which were dealers within the Corner Bar orga-
nization, involving dozens of witnesses, numerous court proceedings, and lengthy 
trials).  Jail Sentences for those convicted include: Jermaine Samuels- 46.5-103 
years; Kenneth Piner -36-72 years; Rodney Williams- 21-42 years; Alex Rodri-
guez- 11.5- 23 months, plus 2 years probation.
   Property and items seized during drug investigations can be subject to a forfei-
ture process with the Court. ADA Weeks has successfully obtained court approval 
to collect $66,670.66, which monies can be reinvested by the District Attorney 
into the fight against drugs and resulting drug crimes. 



Anthony L. Sassano,
Regional Director
PA Office of Attorney Gen-
eral, Bureau of Narcotics 
Investigation

  Last month, 22 individuals in 
Western Pennsylvania fatally over-
dosed on a deadly mix of heroin 
and the narcotic Fentanyl within 
several days of each other.  Heroin 
spreads like a virus and must be 
dealt with like a disease outbreak.  
It is rare to see a death toll like this 
in such a short period of time and 
as a result, local, state and federal 
law enforcement agencies have mo-
bilized to comprehensively address 
this public health danger together.  
These tragic deaths have certainly 
magnified the current heroin epi-
demic in Pennsylvania.  
  Pennsylvania has the third high-
est number of heroin users in the 
United States, behind only Cali-
fornia and Illinois (Source:  News-
works) and also has the 14th high-
est drug overdose mortality rate 
in the United States with 15.3 per 
100,000 suffering a drug overdose 
fatality.  (Source:  Trust for Amer-
ica’s Health) 
  Pennsylvania heroin-related fa-
talities rose from 332 in 2009 to 

827 in 2012 in 40 counties that 
were surveyed.  A partial report 
from 2013 counted 524 fatalities 
through the summer.  Over that 
time period, a total of 2,676 people 
statewide died overdosing on hero-
in or a combination of heroin and 
other drugs.  (Source:  Pennsylva-
nia State Coroners Association)
    Law enforcement is seeing an 
increased use of polydrugs, such 
as heroin and oxycodone.  Heroin 
in and of itself is extremely dan-
gerous however when abused in 
combination with other drugs or 
substances, the lethality becomes 
magnified.    
Heroin has replaced cocaine as the 
“drug of choice” in Pennsylvania.  
The surge in heroin use appears to 
have a direct correlation to Penn-
sylvanian’s addiction to prescrip-
tion medication. Heroin has a 
chemical similarity to prescription 
opioids, which leaves users search-
ing for a cheaper alternative to pre-
scriptions with the same high.  It is 
safe to say that prescription medi-
cations are the new gateway drug.  
As doctors, pharmacists and law 
enforcement officials have tight-
ened access to prescription opi-
oids, people craving the high they 
produce have turned to heroin.

ers and coroners to provide heroin 
related information and to request 
their assistance.
5.  Created a Mobile Street Crimes 
Unit to concentrate enforcement 
efforts in targeted areas.
6.  Increased our emphasis on her-
oin investigations involving street 
level dealers.
7.  Increased our emphasis on ma-
jor heroin distributors.  
8.  Increased our efforts in educa-
tion and outreach.
9.  Increased our vigilance in efforts 
to take a strategic and comprehen-
sive approach to the distribution of 
heroin within the Commonwealth.
   The Office of Attorney General 
will continue to take collaborative 
measures with other law enforce-
ment agencies to combat the threat 
of illegal drugs in Pennsylvania.  

  Additionally law enforcement in 
Pennsylvania is seeing an increase 
in heroin trafficking by Mexican 
Drug Cartels.  Drug organizations 
operate like any business, the laws 
of supply and demand dictate pric-
es.  The increase in heroin traffick-
ing by Mexican cartels has pro-
vided areas across the state with 
a greater supply of drugs and has 
resulted in lower prices.  Heroin is 
now readily available for $10.00 
per bag, which makes this deadly 
drug cheaper than prescription nar-
cotics.  
  Law enforcement is extremely 
cognizant of the increasing heroin 
epidemic in Pennsylvania and in 
the past year the Office of Attorney 
General has:
1.  Created an intelligence data 
base to track heroin sales and stamp 
bags for all law enforcement agen-
cies that choose to participate.  
2.  Contacted municipal police 
departments across the Common-
wealth to ascertain the extent of 
drug (heroin) issues that exist in 
their respective areas of enforce-
ment.
3.  Assigned intelligence analysts 
to assist as needed in heroin relat-
ed issues.
4.  Contacted health care provid-
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$10,000 and up:
Altoona Area School District
Altoona First Savings Bank
American Eagle Paper Mills
Amtran
Anonymous donor
Blair Candy Company, Inc.*
Blair Companies*
Chester E. Grannas Family Foundation
Courtesy Ford, Inc.
Curve Baseball, LP
D.C. Goodman & Sons, Inc.*
Dean Patterson Chevrolet
Delta Health Technologies, LLC*
Fiore Buick Pontiac GMC*
Fiore Toyota Scion VW Audi*
First National Bank
Folcarelli Supply Co.
Grainger Foundation, Inc.
Grappone Law Office*
Harry K. Sickler Associates*
Holiday Inn Express*
Kooman & Associates, LLC
Lawruk Machine & Tool Company, Inc. 
Lawruk Realty*
Lee Industries, Inc.*
Leonard S. Fiore, Inc.*
M&T Bank*
McLanahan Corporation*
New Enterprise Stone & Lime Co.*
New Pig Corporation*
Norfolk Southern Foundation
NPC, Inc.*
Patt Organization
Peak Media of Pennsylvania, LLC
Reliance Bank*
Rotary Club of Altoona
Seltzer Financial Strategies
Sheetz, Inc.*
Small Tube Products
Stuckey Ford/Stuckey Subaru
The Hite Company*
Thompson Pharmacy
United Way of Blair County*
UPMC Altoona*
Value Drug Company
Ward Trucking, LLC*
Willard E. Campbell Enterprises, Inc – 
Hoss’s
Wolf Furniture*
York Technical Institute, LLC

$5,000 - $9,999:
Bernard Albert Good Post 8685
Inco Beverage, Inc.
Irwin Financial, Inc.
North American Communications

Under $1,000:
AFSCME Local 906 – Hollidaysburg 
Veterans Home
Allegheny Mountains Convention & 
Visitors Bureau
Allegheny Supply & Maintenance Co., 
Inc.
Altoona Catholic Nurses
Altoona Jewish Community School
Associated Builders & Contractors, Inc.
Back in Action Physical Therapy & 
Fitness Center
Baechle & Associates Architects
Baltimore Life Insurance
Bavarian Aid Society
Best Line Equipment
Bill Wertz & Sons
Blair/Bedford Builders Association
Blair County Anesthesia, P.C.
Blair County Chamber of Commerce
Blair County Health & Welfare Council
Blair Orthopedics
Buccinese Society
Catalano, Case, Catalano & Fannin
Central Blair Recreation Commission
Central PA Cardiology, LLC
Clip Art Salon
County of Blair, Office of District 
Attorney
Craig Fencing
Cresson Lions Park Association
DelGrosso Foods, Inc.
DiAndrea Media
DiAndrea Promos
Dick’s Pharmacy, Inc.
Discovery House
Edward Jones
Epworth Manor
Fairview United Methodist Church
Fiore Furniture
Freedom Excursions by Scully
Fringe Benefit Group
G.B. Wineland & Son, Inc. 
G&R Excavating 
Global Impact
Gold Wing Road Riders Association 
Chapter PAS
Good Advertising
Graystone Court
Greendown Acres Mobile Home Park
Gwin, Dobson & Foreman
Haberstroh, Sullivan, Keating & 
George, LLP
HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital
Heidelberg Country Club
Home Health Resource
Investment Savings Bank
Jim Bryan’s Tree Trimming & Removal

Reilly Creppage & Co.
S&T Bank

$1,000 - $4,999:
Ahold Financial Services – Martin’s 
Food Market
Altoona Center For Nursing Care
Ameriserv Financial
Arch Insurance Group
Atlantic Broadband
Benzel’s Bretzel Bakery, Inc.
Blair Medical Associates
Blue Knob Valley Chainsaw Carving 
Competition
Burgmeier’s Hauling, Inc.
Business Planning Service, LLC
Central PA Landlord Association
Coldwell Banker Town & Country 
Real Estate
Construction Applicators
Degol Organization
E.B. Endres, Inc.
Empower Business Solutions, Inc.
First Commonwealth Bank
GMRI, Inc. - Olive Garden
H.F. Lenz Company 
Hollidaysburg Rotary Club
Infinity Insurance Management Service
Koehle Maintenance
Kunzler & Company
Lezzer Lumber
Low Life Rider Chapter, Inc.
Lozinak Professional Baseball, LLC
Mock Creations
Mountain Research, LLC
Newborn Enterprises
Omega Bank
ORX
Pennsylvania Prison Warden’s 
Association
Pepsi Bottling Group, LLC
Providence Presbyterian Church 
Roaring Spring Blank Book/Roaring 
Spring Water
Sam’s Club #6460
Sheehan & Associates
Sheriff Mitch Cooper
Striewig Bonding
Swiss Club of Altoona
ThyssenKrupp – AIN Plastics
TJT Enterprises, Inc. - The Meadows 
of Greenwood
United Way of the Capital Region 
Warren A. Gingrich Agency, Inc.
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC

J. Kirk Kling Law Office
Jones Funeral Home
Keller Engineers, Inc.
Keystone Custom Homes
Keystone Real Estate 
Kids First Blair County/Lily Pond
Kiwanis Club of Tyrone
Klesius & Sheedy, Inc.
Kopp Drug
Kranich’s, Inc. 
Lakemont Lions Club, Inc.
Llyswen United Methodist Church
Logan Lodge #490 F&AM
Longstreth Brothers, Inc. 
M&M Roofing & Contracting, Inc.
Mainline Medical Associates
Manpower
Marianna’s Foods, Inc.
Martin Oil Company
Mathew Greenwald & Associates, Inc.
McAleer’s Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Conditioning
Moore Power Sales
Moses & Associates, P.C.
Mount Aloysius College – Physical 
Therapy Club
Nason Hospital
Nimquin, Inc.
Overhead Door Company of Blair 
County
Pechter, Inc.
Presbytery of Huntingdon
Rockhill Realty, LLC
Rotary Club of Roaring Spring
Sacred Heart Church
Saleme Insurance Services, Inc.
Second Avenue United Methodist 
Church
Secure-Tec, Inc.
Sigel’s School of Dance
Spherion
Stanley J. Krish Funeral Home, Inc.
Stiffler, McGraw & Associates, Inc.
Teeter Group
The Crossroad
The Medicine Shoppe 
Top to Bottom Interiors
Tri-Star Ford of Tyrone
Tyrone Area Community Organization
United Veterans Association of Blair 
County
University Orthopedics Center
Wachovia Securities
Young, Oakes, Brown & Co.

Plus, over 130 individual citizens.

Operation Our Town was founded in 2007 with the support 
of many local businesses.  The following founding busi-
nesses with an asterisk (*) committed at least $10,000 per 
year for three years to fund local efforts to take back our 
neighborhoods from drugs and violent crime.

The success of Operation Our Town combined with the 
desire to improve our community has led additional lo-
cal businesses to continue the work begun by our found-
ing members by also pledging at least $10,000 per year for 
three years to support local programs proven to reduce drug 
use and crime.

Operation Our Town
Donors
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