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Operation Our Town has cre-
ated a strong partnership with 
law enforcement in Blair Coun-
ty. That partnership began when 
Operation Our Town was cre-
ated over ten years ago, and has 
continued to strengthen over the 

tionally regarding incidents with 
law enforcement? Ben Jones, 
Lieutenant with the Altoona 
Police Department, responded 
“Nationally, it is a shame the 
way that some media outlets and 
politicians have vilified law en-
forcement. There are certainly 

years. The goal of Operation 
Our Town of “Taking Back Our 
Neighborhoods” is a shared vi-
sion among law enforcement 
and the community to make our 
community a great place to live. 
That goal cannot be met without 
the collaboration and support 
between law enforcement and 

the community to work together.
We asked former and current 

law enforcement their opinions 
on issues that have emerged re-
cently in our country regarding 
support for law enforcement. 
The first question asked was, 
how do you feel about what has 
been happening locally and na-

Operation Our Town held its 4th Annual Golf Tournament on September 20, 2016 at Park Hills Golf Club. 
The golf tournament yielded a net profit of over $93,000 thanks to our 53 teams and 115 sponsors! Many 
thanks goes out to the OOT Golf Committee, Park Hills Golf Club, BG student volunteers, and all volunteers 
who helped to make the event a success.

 US Foods sponsored the Neighborhood BBQ on Monday evening in conjunction with the golf tournament. 
The food was provided by US Foods and their chefs, Travis Seymore cooked several different flavors 
of wings, and beverages were provided by Furrer Beverage. Dana Thompson and Thompson Pharmacy 
provided the décor for the tropical theme for the event, which 
complemented the warm weather that evening. Golfers, 
sponsors, and OOT grant recipients enjoyed networking on 
the outdoor patio, along with the beautiful view that Park Hills 
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Shawna Hoover, OOT 
Executive Coordinator

Operation Our Town holds a grant cycle once 
a year to support prevention programs in Blair 
County. All nonprofit organizations, schools, 
and government agencies are eligible for grant 
consideration.

The 2017 Grant Cycle will open on May 1, 
2017 with a deadline for grant applications on 
June 9, 2017. Applicants have the option of using 
the “$2,999 & Under” or “$3,000 & Above” 
grant applications to apply for funding. For more 
information, please visit www.operationourtown.org 
and click on the Grants tab on the homepage.

A total of over $47,000 in grants were awarded by 
Operation Our Town during the 2016 Grant Cycle 
to the following programs:

• Altoona Area School District Foundation: 
Project SOAR (Study, Overcome, Achieve, 
Reward)
• Altoona Boxing Club: Youth Boxing
• Big Brothers Big Sisters of Blair County: One-
to-One Youth Mentoring
• Blair County Adult Parole & Probation: Job Fair 
for Individuals with a Criminal Background
• Blair County Truancy Task Force: Fill the Empty 
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Operation Our Town has funded nu-
merous programs in Blair County over 
the years through our annual grant cycle. 
The programs that we have funded are 
aimed at the prevention of drug use; pro-
grams that provide a safe environment 
and educational activities for children 
to give them the knowledge and support 
they need to succeed in life. With Opera-
tion Our Town going into its 11th year, 
the programs that we have funded have 
touched the lives of thousands of chil-
dren in Blair County. The organizations 
and volunteers that run these programs 
are the most important asset that we have 
in Blair County, because they recognize 
that the fight against drugs and crime be-
gins with the youth in our community.

Operation Our Town also believes that 
the fight against drugs and crime should 
begin early in the lives of our kids, so 
that’s why we wanted to include chil-
dren’s thoughts on how the programs 
that Operation Our Town funds have 
benefitted them. Below are some re-
sponses from children that attend the 
Gloria Gates Memorial Foundation and 
The ROCK (Reaching Out to Commu-
nity Kids) after school programs, which 
are grant recipients of Operation Our 
Town. (Note: The names of children in-
cluded in this article are fictitious to pro-
tect their identity). 

We asked, what happens to people 
when they use drugs that are bad for 
them and why is it important to be drug-
free? Sally from The ROCK Program 

WHAT KIDS HAVE
TO SAY...

Shawna Hoover,
OOT Executive Coordinator
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and our entire community. 
Additionally, we developed 

a “Road Show” powerpoint to 
educate service organizations, 
churches, and community 
leaders of the risks and con-
sequences to our community 
when children do not attend 
school. We also share what 
each citizen can do to join the 
coalition to help our efforts. 
So far, subcommittee mem-
bers have delivered the mes-
sage to over 20 organizations, 
including Altoona Rotary, Ty-

rone Kiwanis, Hollidaysburg 
Rotary, Police Chiefs, The 
Chamber Breakfast Club, and 
many others. If you have an 
interest in hearing the 10-15 
minute presentation, feel free 
to call Judge Jolene Grubb 
Kopriva (814) 693-3075 or 
Patty Sauka, Attendance Di-
rector of Altoona Area School 
District (814) 381-7585.

• Create a Program for 
Youth Not Attending School 
and Improve Attendance. 

Craig Clark of Evolution 

In 2016, the School At-
tendance Subcommittee of 
the Blair County Children’s 
Roundtable worked diligently 
on two separate initiatives:

• Create a Community Co-
alition to Support School At-
tendance.

Our efforts in 2016 focused 
on a billboard campaign in 
November 2016, “Get Our 
Kids in School. It Matters.” 
With a grant from Operation 
Our Town, the subcommittee 
worked with Lamar Adver-
tising who lent expertise and 
guidance on a county-wide 
display of 8 billboards. This 
effort helps to inform the 
citizens of Blair County that 
school attendance impacts the 
economics for an individual 

Counseling Services, Altoona, 
PA, developed a program for 
youth not attending school, 
ACT 360°. His master’s level 
workers go to homes to en-
gage the student and family, 
provide after school activities, 
refer for mental health ser-
vices, and provide support 
groups for the parents. They 
take referrals from schools, 
Children, Youth & Families, 
Mental Health, Juvenile Pro-
bation and self-referrals. From 
the inception of this program, 
July 2015 to December 31, 
2016, 61 children have par-
ticipated. The subcommittee 
continues to follow the data 
Craig has collected so we can 
learn the risk factors to guide 

(Continued on A11)

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 
MATTERS

Judge Jolene Grubb Kopriva

PREVENTION! KEEPING OUR NEIGHBORHOODS SAFE 

2016 OOT GOLF TOURNAMENT RESULTS
Randy Feathers, Golf Tournament Chairperson
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Throughout 2016, 327 cases were 
assigned to the drug prosecutor posi-
tion. Those 327 cases involved 182 
defendants. There are currently 273 ac-
tive felony cases pending. The District 
Attorney’s Office continues to attempt 
to incarcerate individuals who violate 
their bail conditions, and a Pennsylva-

nia Supreme Court case from Decem-
ber 2013 has allowed us to successfully 
forfeit money posted by some of these 
individuals. 

The District Attorney’s Office con-
tinues to file asset forfeiture petitions 
where property is utilized by drug deal-
ers to facilitate drug dealing, or drug 

Drug Prosecutor Summary
Peter J. Weeks, Assistant District Attorney 

2016 Law Enforcement Year in Review
BY ANTHONY L. SASSANO, ACTING SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE, PA OFFICE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL
BUREAU OF NARCOTICS INVESTIGATIONS AND DRUG CONTROL

POLICE REPORT

dealers acquire property because of 
their drug trafficking. Proceeds from 
asset forfeiture are utilized to purchase 
equipment and provide training and 
assistance that would otherwise not 
be possible. In 2016, $78,247.64 was 
forfeited to the District Attorney’s drug 
fund and we forfeited $24,488.32 to PA 

Office of Attorney General. In 2016, 
there were 49 forfeiture cases finalized 
and 35 new cases were filed.

The cases prosecuted in 2016 con-
tinued the trend where individuals in-
volved in drug trafficking are commit-
ting other types of crimes as well. In 

(Continued on A14)

In 1983, Huey Lewis wrote the 
lyrics for a new song, “I want a new 
drug.” Spring forward 33 years to 
2016. For those drug dealers who 
“want a new drug” to increase their 
profits and for those drug users who 
“want a new drug” to chase a new 

high, their wishes were fulfilled. 
Enter FENTANYL.  

Fentanyl, a synthetic opioid, 30-
50 times more potent than heroin, 
was first made in 1960 and over the 
years, has grown in its use in the 
medical field as a general anesthet-

ic and pain medication with a rapid 
onset and short duration of action. 
Simply put, it is extremely power-
ful and currently, it is our most sig-
nificant drug threat. 

Although fentanyl has been in 
existence for many years, it only 

recently has been heavily abused 
by drug dealers and drug addicts. 
In addition to being obtained via 
a physician’s prescription, it is be-
ing made in clandestine labs both 
within and outside our country 

(Continued on A14)

Blair County
Drug Overdose Deaths

Push Out the Pusher
Hotline Calls

Blair County Drug Arrests

Source: Operation Our Town 2016



Prevention     Law Enforcement      

A friend reached out to me about be-
ing on an Operation Our Town commit-
tee. It sounded interesting. That is when 
my life changed in October 2013, and 
the third Wednesday of every month 
thereafter, I became a member of the 
Marketing Roundtable Committee. We 
all know what Operation Our Town 
does. It’s a community and business 
partnership in Blair County, to promote 
healthy neighborhoods and protect its 
citizens from illegal drug use and result-
ing crime. Our committee promotes pro-
grams in the schools, with the hope of 

sionally speak on the radio. For starters, 
I hate public speaking, I don’t like the 
sound of my voice, but I love a good 
challenge.

My first radio experience was shad-
owing another committee member. Af-
terwards, I knew I was ready for the big 
leagues. I was pumped. Forever Broad-
casting gives Operation Our Town free 
radio time every quarter. When my op-
portunity finally arrived, I had forgot-
ten about the confidence I was spew-
ing months prior. I arrived promptly 
at 8:00 am, I’m like that, on time, and 
I knew the whole experience would be 
over in a half hour. Uh oh, here come 

Serious and violent crimes continue 
to threaten the security of this place that 
we all call home. Ensuring public safety 
remains the top priority for the Blair 
County District Attorney’s Office. To 
this end, we guarantee offenders com-
mitting drug and drug-related crimes or 
other violent offenses are afforded thor-
ough investigations and fair prosecu-
tions.

 “Taking Back Our Neighborhoods” 
is more than a catchy slogan for Opera-
tion Our Town and its partners in law 
enforcement; rather, “Taking Back Our 
Neighborhoods” exemplifies the call to 
action for all citizens, whether civilians 
or police, to join together in the effort to 
keep our communities safe, as well as 
prosperous.

In our mutual quest to guarantee a 
safe Blair County for everyone, the 
Blair County District Attorney’s Office 
and Operation Our Town have histori-
cally partnered on a number of projects, 
including upgrading the “Push Out the 
Pusher” tip line and coordinating the use 
of medication collection boxes within 
our community.

Our “Pusher Out the Pusher” line is 

prevention, issues the yearly newsletter 
and designs billboards. My role is pro-
moting our various programs and fund-
raisers on the local radio stations.

I am sure you are wondering how my 
life changed? First, I have met a cross-
section of personalities on the commit-
tee. That isn’t a bad thing. Just the op-
posite. Our committee is fun. We laugh 
and carry on occasionally, but we get the 
job done. Our group has to be the best 
of the Operation Our Town commit-
tees. It’s where all the smart and funny 
professionals hang. Did I mention good 
looking too? As I stated before, I occa-

the butterflies and moist palms. I love 
that word. Showtime. At Hot 100 first, 
with Rob Z, he had me laughing before I 
started my speech. I survived with a few 
stumbles and a quick recovery. Next is 
WFBG, that talk radio thing, with Steve 
and Charlie. I knew from my first visit, 
as soon as I walked in the studio, we 
were live on the air, I wasn’t fooled. My 
speech, this time, was a little smoother 
between the friendly banter of the DJs. 
Next, off to Rocky with Tommy and 
Danice. I’m getting a bit cocky now, a 
pro in the making. Well, that didn’t go so 
smooth, I flubbed. The real pros helped 

able to take anonymous tips on drug ac-
tivity.  Callers additionally have the op-
tion to talk to live operators.  These tips 
are collected and analyzed by seasoned 
drug crime investigators to develop 
leads on cases or assist with ongoing 
investigations.  This type of community 
involvement is invaluable to the police 
and also provides all citizens with the 
tools to report drug activity for follow-
up investigations.

Building on this community involve-
ment and dealing with the drug addic-
tion epidemic, the Blair County District 
Attorney’s Office was proud to work 
with Operation Our Town, the Phar-
macy Roundtable and the Law En-
forcement Roundtable to obtain grant 
funding for the placement of medica-
tion collection boxes within area police 
departments.  The program started with 
three boxes, hosted by the Altoona Po-
lice Department, Hollidaysburg Police 
Department, and the Tyrone Police De-
partment in mid-2014 and expanded in 
the spring of 2016 with the addition of 
the Logan Township Police Department 
participating.  The Medication Collec-
tion Boxes are permanently secured in 

• Northern Blair County 
Recreation Commission: 
Northern Blair Rec Center 
Family Nights
• Ski Gap Community Action 
Council: Changing Lives 
Through Play – Basketball 
Court Project
• The ROCK: Kids 
Community Program
• United Way of Blair County: 
Family Resource Center – 
Parents as Teachers Program 
and Make Parenting a Pleasure 
Parenting Class
• Young Readers Council of 
Blair County - CPCF: Home 
Run Against Drugs Give-A-
Book Program

Seats Campaign
• Central Blair Recreation 
& Park Commission: Youth 
Sports Program Supplies & 
Equipment
• Child Advocates of Blair 
County: Choices Summer 
Program
• Garver Memorial After 
School Program
• Gloria Gates Memorial 
Foundation: After School & 
Summer Program
• Hollidaysburg Area YMCA: 
Family Y-Nite
• Joshua House, Inc.: Cross-
Town Basketball League
• Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church: Taking Control

A Radio Career?
Jane Gill, City of Altoona
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2007 - 2016 OOT Money Raised

$2,500,461 
$81,842 

$823,587

$243,564 

2007 - 2016 OOT Grants Awarded

$1,861,378 $1,019,697 $291,589 

$182,896 

2016 Results

Individuals     Organizations     Businesses     Federal Grants Grants Awarded      Funds Raised
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Message from the DA’s Office
Jackie Atherton Bernard,
First Assistant District Attorney

how to be a leader and not 
a follower.

To be successful, you 
also have to have people 
in your life to back you up; 
people who support you 
and know what’s best for 
you. I, myself, know that 
my parents love me very 
much, but they would not 
be proud of me for taking 
part in something as fool-
ish as doing drugs or get-
ting caught for underage 
drinking. As a young teen-
age girl who understands 
what she wants out of life, 
I know that I have a reputa-
tion that I must keep clean 
and by taking part in silly 
things like drinking or do-

Submitted by:
Mikayla Focht 

Not only being drug free, 
but also alcohol free are 
both key components in be-
ing successful as a student. 
Not enough kids realize the 
door they are opening once 
they consume a simple sip 
of alcohol or a quick hit off 
a bong.

Remaining abstinent to 
drugs and alcohol are im-
portant to one’s success be-
cause it shows others that 
they have standards; that 
they are priority-driven. 
Another thing that links to 
a student’s success from 
saying no to drugs and al-
cohol, is that it teaches one 

ing drugs, everything that 
I have worked so hard for 
could be gone in the blink 
of an eye.

It’s also very common 
for schools and colleges 
to have unexpected drug 
searches and/or drug tests, 
and if a student gets busted, 
there goes their education 
with their reputation, down 
the toilet. Plus, students 
need to be able to do well 
in school to be successful 
once they are ready to enter 
the real world. However, 
not enough people take into 
consideration that alcohol 
and drugs kill numerous 
brain cells every time they 
are consumed.

Lots of kids in this gen-
eration think that doing 
drugs or drinking alcohol 
is pretty fun, but they don’t 
understand what they could 
potentially be doing to their 
future. Saying no to drugs 
and alcohol shows your 
strong leadership skills and 
the respect that you have 
for yourself. There are too 
many consequences one 
needs to consider before 

taking part in the consump-
tion of drugs and alcohol. 
Being drug and alcohol ab-
stinent will help you in the 
long run to being success-
ful by keeping you off the 

streets and out of trouble, 
maintaining a clean reputa-
tion, getting a good educa-
tion, and making your par-
ents and loved ones proud.

ALTOONA MIRROR & OPERATION OUR TOWN 
ESSAY CONTEST WINNER
Shawna Hoover, OOT Executive Coordinator
Congratulations to Mikayla Focht, a senior at Holli-
daysburg Area Senior High School, whose essay was 
chosen as the winner of the Altoona Mirror and Opera-
tion Our Town Essay Contest! She received $250 in 
gift cards from The Meadows Original Frozen Custard 
in Hollidaysburg. Co-sponsors of the essay contest 
were the Altoona Mirror, Ansley RV, and The Mead-
ows Original Frozen Custard of Hollidaysburg. Below 
is her winning essay on why being drug and alcohol 
free is important to a student’s success: 

Pictured from left to right:  Randy Feathers (OOT Board 
Member), Mikayla Focht (Essay Contest Winner), and 

Shawna Hoover (OOT Executive Coordinator)
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Joshua House Expands with Purchase of Tyrone Armory - 
Becomes Hub of the Community Jim Kilmartin, Founder/Director, Joshua House

we know parents can’t raise 
their kids alone. Even the 
best parents need mentors 
for their kids. We want to 
come alongside parents and 
help shape and prepare their 
children for real life. You 
can read more about Joshua 
House’s mission and vision 

at www.joshuahouse.com.
After school hours will 

be one of the keystones of 
our programming. Kids can 
get homework help, get fed 
from our café, enjoy the 
gym, and socialize with 
peers and volunteers. We 
want to attract grants that 
will enable us to feed stu-
dents after school and pro-
vide tutors for homework 
help. We envision being 
able to bus students straight 
from school to the Armory. 

Operation Our Town has 
provided grants to help 
Joshua House, Inc. provide 
valuable programs and ser-
vices to youth in our com-
munity, such as CrossTown 
Basketball Leagues, Sum-
mer Camps, Homework 
Club and other after-school 
activities. Since 
its founding in 
the fall of 1998, 
Joshua House’s 
mission is to help 
youth find pur-
pose and equip 
them to live that 
purpose out. On 
April 1st, 2016, 
Joshua House 
purchased the 
Tyrone National 
Guard Armory 
to expand com-
munity and recre-
ational services to 
our youth. 

Vision for the 
Armory

Since 1912, the Tyrone 
Armory has served as a 
training facility for our na-
tion’s armed forces. For 
generations, troops have 
prepared to serve our nation 
from here. It is fitting that 
it will continue to serve in 
a similar fashion. Our goal 
is to equip the next genera-
tion with the skills, abilities, 
and faith it takes to lead our 
community, state, and na-
tion. As parents ourselves, 

In addition, we strongly 
believe athletics is a natu-
ral platform to teach youth 
important life lessons they 
will need throughout their 
lives. For this reason, the 
main area of the Armory is 
a multi-sport court allowing 
for activities such as, (but 

not limited 
to), basket-
ball, soccer, 
and volley-
ball. One fun 
note: The 
sport court 
p u r c h a s e d 
and in the 
Armory now 
was used on 
NBA week-
end in Toron-
to last year. 

The space 
will also 
serve as a 
g a t h e r i n g 
place for 

worship and concert gather-
ings, athletic tournaments, 
and community events. 
There are offices on the first 
and second floor. A class-
room-like office on the first 
floor and a large conference/
studio/rec room on the 2nd 
floor will both be available 
for public use. 

The current Joshua House 
building on 123 W. 10th 
Street is on the market to 
be sold, as Joshua House is 
moving their office head-

quarters officially to the 
Armory once the building 
sells. The space has served 
us well over the years and 
will make a terrific home to 
another organization. 

In total, the first phase 
of the Armory project will 
cost $350,000. Goals in-
clude adding a full café 
in the kitchen, basketball 
hoops that are suspended 
from the ceiling, bleachers, 
scoreboard, gym divider 
curtains, locker rooms, new 
bathrooms, office space up-
grades, and an audio/visual 
system. 

In closing, we are very ap-
preciative of the money Op-
eration Our Town has given 
to us to see young people 
find purpose in their lives 
through our programing in 
Tyrone. To learn more about 
the Armory project and see 
more pictures, you can visit: 
http://www.joshuahouse.
com/armory-vision-plans/

Center City Church, Al-
toona

Almost two decades ago, 
Jim Kilmartin felt called 
back to his hometown of Ty-
rone to start Joshua House, a 
ministry to help young peo-
ple find their purpose in life. 
Over those years, the minis-
try has grown from starting 
in a second floor of a store-
front, to  re-purposing the 
Citizen’s Firehall, and now 
expanding into the Tyrone 

Armory. One of the trade-
mark events that Joshua 
House hosts is HoopsFest, 
which draws 250 teams, 
1,000 players, and around 
5,000 people for this annual 
event on the 3rd Saturday in 
July in downtown Tyrone 
(HoopsFest.net).

Jim and Jessica Kilmartin 
have heard a similar call-
ing by God to the city of 
Altoona to plant a church 
in the downtown area called 
Center City Church. Our 
passion is to see people 
awakened to who God is, 
revived in their purpose and 
calling, and empowered to 
bring kingdom transforma-
tion through God’s power 
and love. 

We believe that God is 
bringing a renaissance to 
Altoona and that Center 
City Church is going to be a 
key component in that. God 
says in 3 John, ‘as the soul 
prospers, may all areas pros-
per’ and we want to see the 
business, arts, educational, 
spiritual, and family spheres 
in the city flourish.

If you are interested in 
learning more or getting 
involved in the Center City 
Church launch team, visit 
www.centercityaltoona.com 
or call 814-631-3187.

Center City Church is part 
of the Rock City Church 
Fellowship Network of 
Churches.

Booker T. Washington Revitalization Corporation
David Cunningham, President

ferences that can be made, 
and are being made, right 
in our own backyards. 
An hour or two of vol-

unteer work can change 
the world just as much 
as sending your voice to 
Washington. 

Presidential election 
years can be overwhelm-
ing affairs. Everyday 
discourse is beset with 
discussions on 
topics ranging 
from domestic 
programs and 
immigration, to 
national secu-
rity and foreign 
relations. They 
are important 
conver sa t ions 
to be sure. En-
gagement at the 
national level is our duty 
as citizens, but we mustn’t 
let these big ideas over-
shadow the positive dif-

The Booker T. Washing-
ton Revitalization Corpo-
ration was founded with 
those neighborhood im-
pacts in mind. The group, 
made up entirely of local 

volunteers, seeks to im-
prove central Blair Coun-
ty through the building 
of parks and recreational 

places. We believe that 
public space has the abil-
ity to enhance the lives of 
citizens on multiple lev-
els: by promoting health 
and wellness; by driv-

ing community 
and economic 
development ; 
by honoring 
our environ-
ment and our 
history. Public 
spaces can also 
help to reduce 
crime. Engag-
ing neighbors 
and strength-

ening the bonds between 
them creates community 
investment that can help 
to drive out drugs and 

other negative influences. 
Our efforts started in 

2008 with just a few peo-
ple interested in replac-
ing a basketball court. 
Through word of mouth, 
with support of groups 
like Operation Our Town 
and some fantastic volun-
teers, we have gone on to 
build two beautiful neigh-
borhood parks within 
the City of Altoona, and 
we’re in the middle of 
constructing another. Our 
first, the Booker T. Wash-
ington Outdoor Facility, 
is located at the corner of 
19th Street and 13th Av-
enue. Of course, the bas-
ketball court has been re-
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chosen, is tested and passes, 
they receive a $25 gift card. 
Names are drawn randomly 
each week. This program 
not only gives students a 
great excuse to resist peer 
pressure, but also rewards 
them for making good 
choices. 

According to the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse, 
repeated drug use can 
also lead to the disease of 
addiction. Studies show 
that the earlier a teen begins 
using drugs, the more likely 
he or she will develop a 
substance use disorder or 
addiction. Conversely, if 
teens stay away from drugs 
while in high school, they 
are less likely to develop a 
substance use disorder later 

Someone once said, 
“Good habits are just as 
addictive as bad habits, but 
much more rewarding.” 
Operation Our Town created 
the It Pays to Pass Program 
to encourage kids in grades 
7 through 12 to develop 
good habits and reward 
them for continuing to make 
the right choices. The It Pays 
to Pass Program rewards 
students that participate 
in the Hollidaysburg Area 
School District’s voluntary 
drug testing program. If a 
student in 7th through 12th 
grade (with their parent’s 
permission) signs up for 
the voluntary drug testing 
program, they will receive 
an It Pays to Pass t-shirt. 
If a student has their name 

in life. This is why it is so 
important to provide our 
local teens with a great 
incentive to Just Say No.

Since the program’s 
inception in 2015, the 
number of Junior High 
students that signed up 
for the voluntary drug 
testing program increased 
by approximately 30%. 
The number of Senior 
High students that signed 
up for the drug testing 
program increased by 
approximately 32%. It is 
our hope that each year 
this number increases and 
that one day, this epidemic 
will become a thing of the 
past for all of our local 
school districts. 

We are truly grateful for 
the support of our local 
community businesses 
that have contributed gift 
cards and donations to this 
great cause, and offer a 
huge thank you to Sheetz 
for partnering with us in 
2016 and helping with this 
very important program.

said, “When people do drugs, they 
go to jail. It’s important because 
you don’t wanna go to jail and 
don’t wanna die.” Billy from the 
Gloria Gates Program said, “Their 
brains get hurt and they don’t 
think straight. If you’re drug-free, 
you won’t get hurt and you will be 
a smart child or person.”

We asked, do you feel safe 
when you’re attending your after-
school program? Why do you like 
attending this program? Nancy 
from The ROCK Program said, 
“Yes, I feel safe here, people help 
us here.” Bobby from the Gloria 
Gates Program said, “I like at-
tending this program because I 
find a lot more friends and all the 
kids that come is like a big fam-
ily.”

We asked, what would you be 
doing if you didn’t have this pro-
gram to go to? Tommy from The 
ROCK Program said, “I’d prob-
ably be in detention, I look for-
ward to this program.” Susie from 
the Gloria Gates Program said, “I 
would be sad because all of the 
teachers are so sweet.”

We asked, why is this program 

good for kids? Can you list at least 
one thing that makes life better for 
the kids who come here? Cindy 
from The ROCK Program said, 
“There’s food, help people learn 
about God, and to get kids off 
the game systems.” Jimmy from 
the Gloria Gates Program said, 
“Because it helps kids to be good 
around other kids. It can help kids 
have a great and a better life and it 
can make them happy.”

From the responses that were 
given, it goes to show you how 
important these programs are to 
these children and to our commu-
nity. The children from these two 
programs are just a small snapshot 
of how important it is to keep sup-
porting these programs, through 
financial or in-kind donations, and 
volunteering your time. Drugs 
will continue to be a threat to our 
children’s futures, but through the 
support of prevention programs 
like these, it will continue to give 
them hope for a better future. As 
Franklin D. Roosevelt said, “We 
cannot always build the future for 
our youth, but we can build our 
youth for the future.” 

WHAT KIDS HAVE TO SAY
(Continued from A1)

JENN NEFF, THE EADS GROUP

(Continued on A5)



Operation Our Town Community Revitalization Roundtable Report
Stephen McKnight, President/CEO, Altoona Blair County Development Corporation

Operation Our Town Day at DelGrosso’s Amusement Park
Shawna Hoover, OOT Executive Coordinator

Healthy Blair County Coalition
Coleen Heim, Director

Community Revitalization 
Roundtable set out last year 
to facilitate partnerships be-
tween the community, busi-
ness, and our many urban 
neighborhoods to address 
the issues related to blight 
and disinvestment. Members 
came together in many dif-
ferent forums and groups to 
discuss strategies and tools 
that either exist or could be 
developed to revitalize core 
neighborhoods.

Based on those findings, 
the Altoona Blair County 
Development Corpora-

had a booth at the main 
entrance to the park 
that included 
a drug-free 
pledge banner 
to sign to get 
a free t-shirt. 
Child finger-
printing was 
also provided 
and Trooper 
Dave McGar-
vey offered a 
d e m o n s t r a -
tion of alcohol impair-
ment simulation gog-
gles. Jim Walstrom and 

over the years. Although 
still usable, the baseball 
field pooled water for a 
large part of the year, and 
the backstop had gone to 
rust. Our vision is a reno-
vated complex that has 
something for all ages. 
The tennis courts will be 
completely remade for 
pickleball and badminton. 
The baseball diamond 
will be updated and sur-
rounded by a brand new 
walking track. Finally, the 
park will feature a huge 

which include the follow-
ing: social services/chari-
ties, government, planning, 
public health, education, 
hospitals, commu-
nity foundations, 
healthcare pro-
viders/behavioral 
health, businesses, 
economic devel-
opment, criminal 
justice, libraries, 
drug and alcohol, 
health insurance/
managed care, me-
dia, recreation, etc. 
These community 
partners have con-
tributed by par-
ticipating in the 
needs assessment, 
attending meet-
ings, joining work 
groups and com-
mittees, funding 
and sponsorships, 

The link between a healthy, 
safe, and vibrant community 
is inseparable to the qual-
ity and function of its built 
environment. This is espe-
cially true for smaller urban 
centers and business districts 
like the City of Altoona. 
Communities that invest in 
and plan for the best possible 
place-based outcomes are 
the communities that are re-
alizing higher rates of invest-
ment, talent attraction, and 
overall economic and social 
revitalization.

Operation Our Town’s 

On August 25, 2016, 
Operation Our Town 
partnered with Del-
Grosso’s Amusement 
Park and Laguna 
Splash for its first Op-
eration Our Town Day. 
For each coupon that 
was redeemed that day, 
$3.00 was donated to 
Operation Our Town. 
A total of 273 coupons 
were used that day, re-
sulting in a donation of 
$819.00 to Operation 
Our Town!

Operation Our Town 

placed, but there are also 
new exercise stations, a 
full playground, and a 
picnic pavilion. Prospect 
Park, along 15th Street, 
received a new face in 
2014 with one of the larg-
est play areas in the city. 

Now we can hardly wait 
to unveil the new Ham-
ilton Park this summer! 
Once home to a tennis 
court and a basketball 
court, both facilities had 
crumbled from neglect 

The Healthy Blair Coun-
ty Coalition (HBCC) is a 
partnership of local indi-
viduals and organizations 
working to promote the so-
cial, economic, emotional, 
and physical well-being of 
our community. The Steer-
ing Committee collabo-
rates with a broader group 
of community stakehold-
ers on whom the commu-
nity decisions would have 
an impact, who had an 
interest in the effort, who 
represented diverse sectors 
of the community, and who 
were likely to be involved 
in developing and imple-
menting strategies and ac-
tivities. Currently, there are 
113 community partners 
who represent a diverse 
and valuable group of indi-
viduals and organizations, 

tion led several discussions 
which documented recent 
housing and revitalization 
projects and identified where 
there are barriers to adaptive 
reuse opportunities. Devel-
opers were engaged in those 
discussions to help the com-
munity to learn first-hand of 
the challenges to revitaliza-
tion within the City. 

The City initiated discus-
sions on the formation of 
a City/County Land Bank, 
which all stakeholders agree 
will be a new and valued tool 
to the revitalization tool-kit. 

his dog Storm conduct-
ed two drug sniffing 

demonstrations at the 
stage for park guests to 
watch.

rope climbing apparatus 
built for up to 60 chil-
dren. Our purpose in this 
park, just like the others, 
is to have a place, located 
close to home, where fam-
ilies and friends can meet 
to enjoy the outdoors and 
the company of others - a 
place to build a sense of 
community. 

To that end, we also host 
several gatherings be-
tween projects. We hope 
that you’ll join us for the 
Booker T. Washington 
3-on-3 Basketball Tour-

promotion of HBCC, and/
or participating/sponsor-
ing programs and activities 
that support the strategies 

That effort continues to ad-
vance. This year, the launch 
of the Blair County Compre-
hensive Plan will provide yet 
another important platform 
to round out key tactics that 
can be employed to ensure 
future investment in key 
neighborhoods.

Among the agenda items 
to be addressed in 2017-2018 
include, but are not lim-
ited to: 1) Identification of 
“ready” investment opportu-
nities that can be leveraged 
for adjacent or follow-on 
revitalization; 2) Strategies 

The owners and man-
agement team at Del-

Grosso’s Park value 
the opportunity to 
work with communi-
ty groups. Operation 
Our Town Day at the 
park allows families 
to come together and 
enjoy time while ex-
periencing the Op-
eration Our Town 
presentations.

“If we have just 
one of our park guests 
make a drug-free deci-
sion after hearing what 

nament on June 10th this 
year. That’s our annual 
event, a homecoming of 
sorts, held at the original 
19th Street court. Over 
fifty teams featuring stu-
dents ranging from fourth 
grade up through twelfth 
come to compete and 
share in the fun. There 
are games, food and mu-
sic. All are welcome!

Please take time to con-
sider the ways in which 
you can help to make 
your community a bet-
ter and brighter place. A 

identified in the community 
health needs assessment.

It began with a commu-
nity needs assessment that 

to identify and assemble un-
derutilized or under-valued 
property parcels for future 
reuse or redevelopment; 3) 
Tactics and sources to pro-
vide gap funding for new 
urban, higher density market 
rate housing development; 
4) Incorporation of active 
transportation components/
linkages and civic space en-
hancements in targeted cor-
ridors and neighborhoods; 
5) Empower community 
stakeholders and residents to 
engage in investment oppor-
tunities.

they learned during the 
day, then it was worth 
it,” says Amy Mearkle 
– Director of Market-
ing for DelGrosso’s 
Park & Laguna Splash.

Mark your calendars 
for August 17, 2017 
for the second Opera-
tion Our Town Day at 
DelGrosso’s! We thank 
DelGrosso’s Amuse-
ment Park for their 
continued support and 
look forward to anoth-
er fun-filled day!

little bit of time and effort 
can go a long way, wheth-
er you’re volunteering at 
the library, visiting a re-
tirement home, or plant-
ing at the community 
garden. If building parks 
and recreational space 
in your backyard sounds 
like something for you, 
we’d love to hear from 
you. To help in big ways 
or small, please contact 
Mike Hofer at (814) 949-
2231 or visit our Face-
book page at www.face-
book.com/BTWRP.

focused on ten areas: eco-
nomics, education, environ-
ment, health, housing, lei-
sure activity, safety, social, 

transportation and other. 
As a result, the HBCC 
developed the following 
work groups to address the 
challenges and issues that 
were identified as major/
moderate concerns:

The Alcohol and Other 
Drugs Work Group is as-
sisting in the implementa-
tion of SBIRT (Screening, 
Brief Intervention and Re-
ferral to Treatment) which 
includes substance abuse 
as an area screened dur-
ing routine healthcare. As 
part of the project led by 
Blair Drug and Alcohol 
Partnerships, physicians 
and other healthcare work-
ers are trained to intervene 
and a protocol for referral 
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BOOKER T. WASHINGTON
(Continued from A4)
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2016 Tee Off Against Drugs - Student Golf Tournament Results
Shawna Hoover, OOT Executive Coordinator

In addition to the main golf tourna-
ment, Operation Our Town held its 
3rd Annual Tee Off Against Drugs 
Student Golf Tournament on Sep-
tember 19, 2016 at Park Hills Golf 
Club for high school golf teams from 
Blair and surrounding counties. A to-
tal of 140 students from 19 school 
districts participated!

To start off the event, Sheetz pro-
vided a delicious lunch for all stu-
dent golfers and coaches. Sheetz also 
provided various smoothie flavors 
from their coffee truck, which was a 
big hit with the student golfers. The 
Student Golf Tournament included 
an exciting prize for the winning 
golf teams. A $2,500 grant was to 
be awarded to the winning boys and 
girls team’s school district to be used 
for a current or new school program 
that is aimed at the education and 
prevention of drug use. The winning 
boys team was Kiski School and 
the winning girls team was Central 
Cambria High School. 

Kiski School used their grant to-
ward a program called Freedom 
from Chemical Dependency, which 
conducted an anonymous survey of 

their students, tallied the answers 
and analyzed the results, and con-
ducted drug and alcohol workshops 
with students and faculty based on 
the survey results. Central Cambria 
High School used their grant to sup-
port their “Save a Heart” week of 
activities during February 13-17. 
The week-long event was devoted 
to programs and activities to remind 
students that they have the power to 
save a life by resisting drugs/alco-
hol and by getting help for a loved 
one who might be struggling with 
addiction issues. The event featured 
a keynote speaker for all students, 
a free dance/refreshments, and nu-
merous inter-disciplinary classroom 
activities.

The 4th Annual Tee Off Against 
Drugs Student Golf Tournament 
will be held on Monday, Septem-
ber 18, 2017 at Park Hills Golf 
Club. This year’s tournament will 
include the return of the $2,500 
grant to the winning boys and girls 
team’s school district to be used for 
a current or new school program 
that is aimed at the education and 
prevention of drug use. Businesses 

also have the opportunity to spon-
sor a school district of their choice 
for $500, which will include signage 
displayed at the event on September 
18th and their company’s name list-
ed in the event program. 

We look forward to continuing the 
Tee Off Against Drugs Student Golf 
Tournament and educating the stu-

dents on the mission of Operation 
Our Town. If your business would 
like to sponsor a school district in 
the Student Golf Tournament, please 
contact Shawna Hoover at (814) 296-
8730 or shawna@operationourtown.
org for more details on how you can 
support this year’s tournament! 

The Central PA Landlord Association (CPLA) is grow-
ing and making a difference in our community. We encour-
age all landlords to join to help continue our success in sup-
porting and educating landlords. There are many benefits 
to joining the Landlord Association, but the biggest benefit 
is landlords helping landlords.

The CPLA is changing the image of today’s landlord. 
We care about safe, affordable housing, while maintain-
ing housing for our neighborhoods and our tenants. Our 
goal is to provide landlords with the knowledge, resources 
and tools they need to succeed. We offer our landlords a 
library of documents that cover policies, regulations, and 
compliance. Our landlords meet once a month to hear 
guest speakers, such as attorneys, magistrates, fair housing 
representatives, etc. The CPLA also has an active Pennsyl-
vania Realty Owners Association (PROA) representative 
who provides updates on pending legislation that affects 
our landlords locally and statewide.

We believe better landlords help build and maintain bet-
ter communities. Therefore, we are proactive in our efforts 
in working with local municipalities and interest groups to 
provide our support in their efforts. Our relationship with 
Operation Our Town has been beneficial in coordinating 
landlord workshops, roundtable meetings, and reaching all 
segments of the community.

Our annual landlord educational workshop was held on 
November 4, 2016. There were over 100 landlords in atten-
dance. The workshop was a joint effort between Operation 
Our Town, Altoona Housing Authority, and the Central PA 
Landlord Association. The topics included:

• Eviction process
• Fair housing regulations
• Importance of rental inspections
• Home modifications for people
  with disabilities

• Section 8 housing overview
• Section 8 from a landlord’s
  perspective
• Signs of illegal drug activity
• 911 registration for people with
 disabilities
• Executive action/order process
• Veterans housing
• Membership with Central PA
 Landlord Association

Each topic was presented by professionals in their field. 
There was time for questions and answers, which was a 
valuable tool for landlords. Speakers interacted with the 
landlords. It was very beneficial to all that attended. We 
will have another educational landlord work shop in the fall 
of 2017. It will be advertised and posted on our website. All 
landlords should try to attend. 

We also developed, in cooperation with Operation Our 
Town, a Quick-Tip Resource Guide for landlords. The Re-
source Guide is a valuable tool that connects landlords to 
resources related to landlords.

The following topics are listed in our guide with infor-
mation and contact numbers. The guide is posted on our 
website.

• Blair County Municipalities
• Notice of Fair Housing
• Drug Activity-Rental Properties
• Section 8 Housing
• Student Housing
• Disability Resources
• Veterans
• Central PA Landlord’s Association
• PA 211 information
• Medication Collection Box locations

Check out our website at CentralPaLandlords.com. The 
CPLA residential listings website allows landlords to post 
residential and/or commercial property for sale or rent. The 
student housing website connects student housing landlords 
with students looking for off-campus housing.

Benefits of becoming a CPLA member include:

• Online rental listings
• Educational workshops
• Online business directory
• Membership to PROA
• Extensive online document library
• Legislative updates
• Membership to Johnstown Credit Bureau
• Monthly meetings
• Credit checks
• Address current issues
• Background checks
• Informative and educational speakers 
• Collection services
• Issues addressed with local government
• Tenant database

I would like to encourage all landlords to join our association. 
Monthly meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
at 7:00 p.m. Contact the CPLA:
www.centralpalandlords.com
William Kitt, President
814-695-2138

Central PA Landlord Association Bill Kitt, President
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the United States.” 
In the OOT Phar-
macy Roundtable, 
we see our role 
as mitigating this 
epidemic through 
education, aware-
ness, and tools to 
be a solid partner 
in the war on drug 
addiction.

One of our fo-
cuses this past 
year has been to 
increase public 
awareness of the 
availability of 
medication collec-
tion boxes in the 
community for the 
disposal of no lon-
ger needed medi-
cations. One of the 
primary sources of 
drugs contributing 
to the epidemic is 
readily available 
access to unused 
medications that 
remain in a household 
for easy access to those 
that want to use them for 
illegitimate use. There 
are currently collection 
boxes in our communi-
ties at police stations in 
Altoona, Hollidaysburg, 
Logan Township, and 
Tyrone for persons to 
dispose of medications 
no longer necessary, or 
from patients that have 
passed away. Another 
related effort has been 
undertaken by Blair 
Drug and Alcohol Part-
nerships through their 
program to increase the 
use of medication lock-
boxes to secure medica-
tions that are actively 

being taken 
by patients.

D u r i n g 
2016, we also 
d e v e l o p e d 
presentations 
for commu-
nity groups, 
outlining the 
dangers and 
r e s o u r c e s 
for drug use, 
abuse, and 
d i v e r s i o n , 
which have 
been given 
on several 
occasions by 
members of 
the Pharmacy 
Roundtab le . 
Thank you to 
those mem-
bers for giv-
ing of their 
personal time 
to educate the 
c o m m u n i t y, 
and commu-
nity groups, 
of our efforts 
and the im-
portance of 
awareness of 
the opioid ep-
idemic.

The State of 
Pennsylvania 
also launched 
and then 
made signifi-
cant enhance-
ments to the 
Prescr ip t ion 
Drug Moni-
toring Pro-
gram, a da-
tabase of 
p resc r ip t ion 

I’m very excited to re-
late the Pharmacy Round-
table’s accomplishments 
during 2016, and our vi-
sion for projects in 2017. 
I would like to start by 
thanking the Operation 
Our Town Board of Di-
rectors for their uncondi-
tional support of our work 
and thank the Pharmacy 
Roundtable members that 
faithfully arrive at our 
7:15 AM meetings every 
month. 

Our work is guided by 
the need in our communi-
ties to decrease the avail-
ability of prescription 
opioid drugs for abuse 
and diversion. If we are 
successful in our attempts 
to reduce the supply of 
these drugs, there will 
be much less opportunity 
for addiction and subse-
quent adverse health out-
comes and deaths from 
the agents that otherwise 
serve a very important 
need of alleviating pain 
in those with legitimate 
medical conditions. Phar-
macists continue to be on 
the front lines in assisting 
with dealing with the opi-
oid epidemic that is seiz-
ing our nation.

The Drug Enforcement 
Administration notes in 
its 2016 Drug Threat As-
sessment that “Over the 
past 10 years, the drug 
landscape in the United 
States has shifted, with 
the tripartite opioid threat 
(controlled prescription 
drugs, fentanyl, and her-
oin) having risen to epi-
demic levels, impacting 
significant portions of 

that will be distributed 
to pharmacies to provide 
timely information and 
resources for pharma-
cies, allowing them to 
be on the forefront of the 
fight against the opioid 
epidemic.

As we enter 2017, with 
the heightened aware-
ness of prescription drug 
abuse and addiction, we 
will continue to enhance 
our efforts with these 
programs that we have 
developed. Pharmacists 
have the opportunity to 
be recognized as com-
munity leaders in the 
fight against this epi-
demic, and we are pre-
pared to arm them with 
resources and education 
to not only participate, 
but help lead this effort. 

A new topic that we will 
continue to highlight 
and promote is the use 
of naloxone to prevent 
deaths from opioid over-
dose. The Pennsylvania 
Physician General has 
issued a standing order 
allowing pharmacists to 
provide naloxone to first 
responders, persons at-
risk for overdose, and 
friends and family of 
those at-risk. If you are 
addicted to prescription 
opioids or heroin, or are 
part of a support system 
for those at-risk for over-
dose, please talk to your 
pharmacist to see how 
you can obtain naloxone 
for use to bring someone 
back from an overdose 
and prevent unnecessary 
deaths.

As you can see, we’ve 

had our hands full this 
past year, and I would 
like to thank not only 
the members of the Phar-
macy Roundtable, who 
get their Friday morning 
started once a month with 
our 7:15 AM Roundtable 
meetings, but also the 
Blair County District 
Attorney’s Office, the 
Pennsylvania Office of 
Attorney General, law 
enforcement representa-
tives from throughout 
the county, Value Drug 
Company, Blair Drug and 
Alcohol Partnerships, 
and State Representa-
tive John McGinnis’ staff 
support. Thanks to all 
for helping us minimize 
the opportunity for pre-
scription drug diversion 
in Blair County. I would 

also like to recognize the 
efforts of those on the 
Roundtable that are not 
pharmacists, but share 
in our mission: First As-
sistant District Attorney 
Jackie Bernard from the 
Blair County District 
Attorney’s Office; Judy 
Rosser, Executive Direc-
tor of Blair Drug and Al-
cohol Partnerships; State 
Representative John Mc-
Ginnis; Courtney VanOr-
den-Krout, Narcotics 
Agent with the PA Office 
of Attorney General; and 
of course, OOT Execu-
tive Coordinator, Shawna 
Hoover, who keeps all of 
us on track.

Thanks to all for help-
ing us minimize the op-
portunity for prescription 
drug diversion in Blair 
County.

drug prescribing and 
dispensing data avail-
able for practitioners to 
monitor the prescription 
drug activity of patients 
using prescription opi-
oids. This database al-
lows doctors and phar-
macists to identify those 
patients that may be ob-
taining drugs through 
deceptive practices.

A project designed to 
assist pharmacists in 
counseling patients tak-
ing prescription drugs 
that are opportunities for 
abuse or addiction was 
also launched in 2016. 
These tear-off sheets al-
low pharmacists to pro-
vide important informa-
tion regarding use, as 
well as dangers of tak-
ing these medications. 
The sheets were 
made available 
to all pharma-
cies in Blair 
County and ad-
jacent towns 
for pharmacists 
to incorporate 
into their prac-
tices to increase 
awareness on 
the proper and 
improper use of 
these medica-
tions. Thanks to 
the University 
of Pittsburgh 
School of Phar-
macy for their 
review of our 
materials for ap-
propriate information.

Following-up on an 
initiative started in 
2015, Roundtable mem-
bers met with area po-
lice chiefs to review 
our Cops in Shops pro-
gram, which provides 
periodic law enforce-
ment presence in and 
around pharmacies to 
deter prescription drug 
theft and pharmacy rob-
beries. When a potential 
criminal sees police fre-
quently in pharmacies, 
this is a strong deterrent 
to crime. Thank you for 
the strong support that 
we receive from our po-
lice departments on this 
effort.

Finally, we have laid 
the groundwork for a 
quarterly Pharmacy 
Roundtable Newsletter 

OOT Pharmacy 
Roundtable
Greg Drew, R.Ph., President, Value Drug Company



The Altoona Housing Authority is a 
Municipal Authority that was formed 
in 1949 to administer and develop 
safe, affordable housing for low and 
moderate income families within the 
City limits of Altoona.  The first de-
velopment created was Pleasant Vil-
lage, to address the housing shortage 
following WWII.

The housing inventory for the Au-
thority consists of 536 public housing 
units, 985 Section 8 voucher units, and 
126 non-subsidized units at Pleasant 
Village, with a staff of 30 employees.

As Co-Chairperson of the Opera-
tion Our Town Housing Roundtable, 

it is extremely important for agencies 
and landlords to get involved in their 
community.  In collaboration with 
Operation Our Town and the Central 
Pennsylvania Landlords Association, 
the Authority hosted their annual 
Landlord Education Workshop on 
November 4, 2016, with over 100 in 
attendance.  Focus was on the impor-
tance of inspections, lease enforce-
ment, process for evictions, knowing 
the warning signs for illegal activity 
in rental units, resources for landlords 
renting to persons with disabilities, 
fair housing regulations, and an over-
view of the Section 8 program.  It is 
our intention to continue to hold land-
lord workshops annually.

The Authority takes great pride in 
educating landlords with the neces-
sary resources, including a Section 8 

Landlord Handbook including vari-
ous resources from agencies to enable 
landlords to better understand their re-
sponsibilities.  A few of the benefits of 
the program include pre-screening of 
applicants, guaranteed rent payment 
by the Authority, annual inspection to 
ensure the property meets inspection 
standards, marketing of properties, 
consistent tenant base for occupancy, 
and mainly, the satisfaction in provid-
ing housing assistance to low-income 
families that need a safe, affordable, 
and sanitary place to call home. 

Providing a safe and secure living 
environment for residents in any of 
our developments continues to be a 
main priority for the Authority.  The 
Authority contracts with the City of 
Altoona to provide a full-time Al-
toona Police Department Community 

Altoona Housing 
Authority
Cheryl A. Johns,
Executive Director
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Officer on-site at our family develop-
ment, Fairview Hills.  The Author-
ity continues to take the “pro-active” 
approach in having a visual presence 
at our development with having our 
police officer knowing the residents 
and advise on suspicious activity that 
needs to be addressed, instead of wait-
ing on a situation to escalate, not mak-
ing us a “re-active” community.  

The Housing Roundtable meets 
every other month to identify solu-
tions to potential problems, as well 
as implementation of educational 
techniques for renting properties to 
responsible tenants.

If you are interested in serving on 
the roundtable, please contact Mrs. 
Cheryl A. Johns, Executive Director 
of the Altoona Housing Authority, at 
(814) 949-2000.

Why I Became a Police Officer
Patrolman Dion Tallie, Altoona Police Department

Police Officer wearing their 
silver and blue patrolman’s 
badge. Or, I remember driv-
ing past the police station as a 
kid and seeing those Altoona 
Police cars parked out front 
of the station. I said to myself, 
“One day I will be wearing 
one of those badges, and one 
day I will be patrolling in one 
of those cruisers.” 

It was a very surreal feeling 
when Chief Freehling gave me 
my badge during my swearing-
in ceremony. I truly owe all of 
my success to my grandmoth-
er, Elmira Piner. We would 
watch Cops on Fox every Sat-

My biggest inspiration to 
become a police officer, espe-
cially for the Altoona Police 
Department, came from when 
I was a young child. There 
were a few instances early in 
my childhood where the po-
lice were called to my house. 
For instance, there would be 
a disturbance in my house be-
tween family members and the 
Altoona Police would show up 
and “calm” everything down. 
As a young child, these offi-
cers were like superheroes to 
me when they came. 

Also, anytime I was out in 
public, I would see an Altoona 

urday night at 8:00, which be-
came our little tradition. 

I didn’t have an easy child-
hood growing up, however, 
my grandmother made sure 
that me and my two brothers 
were shielded from all of the 
evil that surrounded us. I am 
forever grateful for her. And I 
am even more grateful that she 
was able to live long enough 
to attend my swearing-in cer-
emony. I was more happy see-
ing her face during the ceremo-
ny than anything, because she 
sacrificed everything to make 
sure I could live out my dream. 

My grandmother put me and 

my brothers in several pro-
grams when we were young, 
which helped me stay out of 
trouble. One of those programs 
was the Gloria Gates Memo-
rial Foundation. While there, 
me and my brothers met plenty 
of mentors who stayed on top 
of us to ensure we stayed out of 
trouble, Dr. Zane Gates being 
one of them. He was just one 
of a few of the mentors that I 
had growing up. Without the 
support of those positive influ-
ences in my life, it would have 
been a lot easier to choose the 
wrong path. 

When I turned 21, I was very 

fortunate to get hired as quickly 
as I did. The process of becom-
ing a police officer is a long 
one, you typically don’t see 21 
year olds working as police of-
ficers, so I am truly blessed to 
be in the position I am in. I am 
even more blessed to have the 
opportunity to serve the com-
munity I grew up in.

Today, when I go into the 
locker room and put on my 
uniform, I still have to pinch 
myself. It’s an amazing feeling 
living out my dream. God has 
truly blessed me.
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Operation Our Town is now in its 
11th year of operation, and we’re 
proud of the accomplishments that 
we’ve seen thus far.  We’ve been able 
to touch thousands of people because 
of the generosity and support the Blair 
County community has shown us over 
the years.  We’ve created solutions to 
respond to the numerous issues that 
the ever-changing drug trade throws 
at our communities.

Ongoing issues haven’t changed 
and they always find different circum-
stances and levels of sophistication. 
This rings true for the current heroin 
and opioid crisis that our county, state, 
and nation are facing.  This is a war, 
not a battle, and we strive to man-
age it the best we can with our three 
main focuses on law enforcement, 

prevention and treatment.  The Law 
Enforcement Roundtable continues to 
work on different ways to attack the 
supply of heroin and opioids through 
ongoing special operations, and the 
Pharmacy Roundtable continues to 
educate pharmacists and the commu-
nity on the various ways to control the 
abuse of prescription opioids.  The re-
mainder of our roundtables all work 
together in different ways to reduce 
the demand for those drugs in our 
community.  The Early Childhood 
Education, K-12 Education, and Mar-
keting Roundtables all work to reduce 
demand through education and aware-
ness.  The Community Revitalization, 
Criminal Justice, Faith-based, Hous-
ing, and Northern Blair Roundtables 
all work to reduce demand through 

community engagement.
There are also many community 

and neighborhood-based programs 
that are doing important community 
outreach to the youth and families that 
need it the most.  Our grant recipients 
are the most important asset we have, 
because they realize that the key to 
gaining control of this opioid epidem-
ic begins with working with youth 
and their families, which is the core of 
where positive change can begin.

Our grants have also helped law 
enforcement do their jobs safely and 
come home to their families every 
night.  Blair County and the Penn-
sylvania State Police lost one of their 
own on December 30, 2016, Trooper 
Landon Weaver, who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice in the line of duty.  We 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT:
Michael A. Fiore, Co-Founder/President, Operation Our Town

are forever grateful for his service.  
To show our gratitude to Tpr. Weav-
er and all law enforcement that risk 
their lives every day, Operation Our 
Town is planning an initiative to show 
community support for law enforce-
ment.  It will be called the “Honor the 
Badge” campaign and will involve 
various ways for the community to 
get involved and show their support 
for our own local law enforcement.  

As a community, we will continue 
to face new challenges in the future, 
but we can make a difference if we 
work together. Thank you for your 
ongoing support. Your efforts have 
helped to make Blair County a great 
place to live.



The Blair County Criminal Justice Advisory 
Board (CJAB) continues to serve in a dual capac-
ity as the Operation Our Town (OOT) Criminal 
Justice Roundtable. 

In 2016, the CJAB/OOT Criminal Justice 
Roundtable approved and supported the follow-
ing:

Pre-trial Services Program
• This program ensures that defendants who are 

released on bail are not a public safety concern 
and attend their Court hearings. This program is 
funded through the Pennsylvania Commission 
on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD).

• CJAB/OOT Roundtable supported the 
Multi-Disciplinary Investigative Team and the 
opening of the Blair County Child Advocacy 
Center.

Drug Court Accreditation
• CJAB/OOT Roundtable supported the 

Blair County Drug Court in achieving state-
wide accreditation. 

Community Involvement 
• CJAB/OOT Roundtable Participated in a 

blood drive for a pediatric cancer patient and 
partnered with the Blair County Children, 
Youth & Families stocking project.

• Mental Health Services Committee contin-
ues to work with the CJAB/OOT Roundtable, 
headed by Judge Kagarise, and joined by an 
executive committee headed by Commission-
er Erb. 

CJAB/OOT Roundtable received presenta-
tions on the following in 2016:

• Centre County Re-entry Coalition
• PeerStar
• Inmate Education from Major Victor
   LaValla of the American Rescue
   Workers
• Ohio Risk Assessment System
• Adult Probation Case Management
• JNET
• Truancy

Criminal Justice Advisory Board (CJAB) 
Annual Report
Honorable Elizabeth A. Doyle,
Blair County President Judge
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SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE
(Continued from A1)

our school attendance efforts. We have also learned that 
97% demonstrated attendance improvement and 91% 
engaged academic improvement, which we consider 
significant success. The top 3 identified risk factors for 
poor school attendance include poor academics, parental 
conflict, and poverty. The subcommittee will continue 
their efforts to address these risk factors while growing 
and engaging a community coalition. Sheetz has com-
mitted their marketing assistance and expertise for the 
2017 billboard campaign, so stay tuned! New partners 
always welcome. 

Help Us Get Our Kids in School. It Matters (to us all).
Subcommittee members include: Georgette Ayers, 

Tolulope Owulade and Renee Peters (CYF), Nancy 
Williams, Jon Frank and Mike Wieland (JPO), Francine 
Endler (HASD), Magisterial District Judge Paula Aign-
er, Joe Hurd (Blair Co. Chamber), Ashley Gay (AASD 
Backpack Project), Molly Stroup and Lindsay Miksich 
(TASD), and Patty Sauka (AASD).

Re-Entry Program
• CJAB/OOT Roundtable formed a commit-

tee to address the problems faced by incarcer-
ated individuals returning to the community. 
The re-entry committee is exploring education 
pre-release, housing options, and coordination 
of services to reduce recidivism and maintain 
public safety. 

Crisis Intervention Training
• CJAB/OOT Roundtable supported Crisis 

Intervention Training for police officers and 
other first responders. This training reduces 
the risk of negative encounters between police 
and mentally ill individuals, and can reduce 
the number of mentally ill people in jail. 

Multi-Disciplinary Investigative Team/
Child Advocacy Center



2016 Early Childhood 
Education Roundtable Report
Rodney Green, Leadership & Special Education Consultant

OOT K-12 Education
Roundtable Report
Cathy Harlow & Robert Gildea, Co-Chairs

Executive Officer of the 
Blair County Chamber 
of Commerce. Mr. Hurd 
praised the unique col-
laboration between the 
Chamber and Operation 
Our Town. He noted that 
quality early learning pro-
grams can have a direct 
impact on our future work-
force development, which 
in turn, leads to a better 
quality of life in our com-
munity. The program also 
featured a panel discus-
sion with a group of local 
early learning educators. 
The panel shared many 
stories of how early learn-
ing services have positive-
ly impacted families in our 
region. For many of these 
families, the early learning 
programs provide support 
to overcome poverty and 
socially challenging con-
ditions. You can view the 

in grades 6,8,10, and 12. 
The PAYS report offers a 
unique community level 
profile of the underlying 
factors that contribute to 
and protect against sub-
stance abuse and delin-
quent behaviors among 
community youth. Look-
ing at the PAYS results 
from all Blair County 
school districts, it was not-
ed that tobacco and alco-
hol were the substances of 
choice among our youth. 
Thus, these need to be ar-
eas of focus in our educa-
tional programs.

Pharmacist Peter Kreck-
el provided an informa-
tive presentation to the 
roundtable regarding the 
issue of opioid addiction, 
including causes leading 
to abuse, accessibility, and 
proactive actions to com-
bat the issue. There was 
much discussion on how 

Early childhood educa-
tion and the value of high 
quality early learning pro-
grams was a highly vis-
ible issue in Blair County 
throughout 2016. The 
OOT Early Childhood 
Education Roundtable was 
very much involved in the 
public dialogue and con-
tinued to focus its efforts 
on a number of awareness 
and advocacy activities. 

• Operation Our Town 
Early Childhood Round-
table on Cable Access 
Channel – For the second 
time in as many years, the 
Early Childhood Round-
table was honored to write 
and produce a one-hour 
program for the Altoona 
Public Access Channel. 
Moderated by host Dean 
McKnight, the program 
featured an interview with 
Joe Hurd, President/Chief 

After being dormant 
for a number of years, 
the OOT K-12 Education 
Roundtable began meeting 
in late spring 2016. The 
first area of focus was the 
sharing of existing drug 
and alcohol awareness 
programs being utilized at 
each district. This infor-
mation proved to be very 
informative and served as 
a basis for discussions re-
garding areas of need. It 
was noted that many dis-
tricts have implemented 
drug and alcohol aware-
ness curriculum in various 
grade levels. In addition, 
random drug testing, drug 
dog searches, and drug 
awareness assemblies are 
being conducted as pre-
vention efforts. 

The K-12 Roundtable 
also reviewed the 2015 
Pennsylvania Youth Sur-
vey (PAYS) conducted 

entire program on You-
Tube at the following link: 
https://youtube/FVBS5p-
tqVSo

• Begin With Us and 
Altoona Police Depart-
ment Join Forces – In the 
second half of 2016, a 
special partnership was 
formed with the Altoona 
Police Department and 
Begin With Us Child Care 
& Preschool. Using grant 
monies obtained from the 
Nazareth Family Founda-
tion, the police created an 
“Adopt-A-Center” col-
laborative program. Coor-
dinated by Sgt. Matthew 
Starr, a number of Altoona 
Police Department bicycle 
patrolmen made regular 
visits to Begin With Us. 
Education Director, Mrs. 
Donita Hord, was ex-
tremely pleased that the 
police officers were able 

to inform our students and 
parents on the opioid ad-
diction epidemic and pre-
vention measures. 

Finally, the K-12 Round-
table reached out to the 
ministerial community to 
solicit support in provid-
ing educational materials 
to families regarding the 
issue of substance abuse. 
Handouts were developed 
with the assistance of Blair 
Drug & Alcohol Partner-
ships and provided to the 
ministerial community to 
distribute to families.

As we move into 2017, 
the K-12 Education 
Roundtable will be focus-
ing on truancy and poverty 
within our school systems. 
We will be working with 
the Healthy Blair County 
Coalition and the Truancy 
Taskforce to develop a 
strategic plan to address 
these issues. 

to “get down to the level” 
of the pre-school students. 
In addition to forming a 
bond with the students, the 
police officers also shared 
their bicycle skills with the 
students and families. The 
program funding is set to 
expire soon, but it is hoped 
that additional funds will 
be obtained to keep this 
community engagement 
program in place.

 • Continued Engage-
ment With Our Legislative 
Leaders Pays Off - If you 
talk to anyone in state gov-
ernment about the finan-
cial challenges facing our 
commonwealth, you will 
quickly learn that we are 
in challenging budgetary 
times. Priorities have to 
be determined and tough 
choices have to be made. 
Despite the gloomy finan-
cial news, when it comes 

to support for Early Child-
hood funding, our local 
legislative leaders have 
been real champions for 
our needs. The 2016 state 
budget increased funds for 
early learning. Our region 
saw an expansion of pre-
kindergarten programs. 
State subsidies for fami-
lies utilizing these pre-kin-
dergarten programs were 
also increased in 2016. We 
know that our legislators 
“get it” – high quality ear-
ly learning programs put 
children on a path to suc-
cess. We thank them for 
their efforts and support 
for early childhood educa-
tion in our communities.

Overall, 2016 was a very 
successful year and the 
Early Learning Round-
table is poised to move 
ahead in 2017 with new 
strategies and goals. 

LOCALPage A12 |  OUR TOWN TIMES ANNUAL REPORT, VOL. VI



Altoona Police Facebook
Lieutenant Benjamin F. Jones

the missing and arresting 
the wanted. Any given 
week, we receive any-
where from 25 to 100+ 
private messages provid-

ing us with tips on vari-
ous subjects. Facebook 
gives us an opportunity to 
slightly reduce call vol-
ume for the patrol divi-
sion by allowing citizens 
to private message ques-
tions about various top-
ics that would otherwise 
be a call for service from 
an officer or to the non-
emergency number that 
our turnkey answers. 

Leading up to the in-
ception of our Facebook 

The Altoona Police De-
partment Facebook page 
celebrated its 4th birthday 
in September of 2016. 
43,475 “Likes” later, it 
is one of the most suc-
cessful law enforcement 
social media accounts in 
Pennsylvania. Every post 
that is published on our 
page reaches a substantial 
number of Altoona and 
Blair County residents, as 
well as people all across 
the United States and in 
numerous different coun-
tries. 

The community sup-
port that is demonstrated 
through our Facebook 
account is staggering. 
From missing persons to 
wanted persons, our posts 
reach in excess of 200,000 
people on a regular basis. 
Our followers, along with 
solid and thorough police 
work, are a critical factor 
in our success in locating 

page, law enforcement 
came to embrace social 
media as a very relevant 
and useful tool in the fight 
to keep our community 
safe. Maintaining a safe 
community with a high 

quality of life is a team 
endeavor between the Al-
toona Police Department 
and the public it serves. 
Without the support and 
dedication of either en-
tity, neither can be suc-
cessful. It is of the utmost 
importance that our com-
munity is participative 
in our police endeavors. 
While police strive for 
omnipresence, we can-
not be everywhere at all 
times. This is why we rely 

on our community to be 
an additional set of eyes 
and ears to accomplish 
our joint goal of keep-
ing the community safe. 
Facebook makes an im-
mediate and real impact 

on that goal.
Facebook makes an im-

pact on so many different 
levels. People contact our 
page because they don’t 
want to “bother” an offi-
cer. They contact our page 
because it allows a sense 
of anonymity that they 
don’t have when talk-
ing face to face or on the 
phone with a live officer. 
Facebook also nurtures 
the growing human need 
for real time information 

that we have become ac-
customed to in today’s 
society. It also facilitates 
the average law abiding 
citizen’s desire to become 
involved and be part of 
the solution. 

In closing, I can say that 
Facebook has become an 
invaluable tool to law en-
forcement. It fosters our 
goal of enhancing commu-
nity policing and it allows 
us to publish information 
in real time without being 
at the mercy of editors, 
space constraints, com-
mercials and time slots. 
It gets our message out in 
our words and provides 
the best conduit for com-
munication between the 
police and the plugged-in 
community. We thank our 
loyal followers and ac-
knowledge that we could 
not do it alone. As always, 
we thank Operation Our 
Town for their unwaver-
ing support for us and our 
community. 

Blair County Crime Solvers
Jody Gill, President

enforcement in developing 
leads and identifying sus-
pects responsible for commit-
ting crimes against innocent 
people. Without the help of 
Blair County Crime Solvers, 
many crimes go unsolved. It 
is important to note that for 
various reasons, witnesses at 
times do not feel comfortable 
sharing valuable information 
concerning crimes with law 
enforcement agencies. Blair 
County Crime Solvers pro-
vides another avenue for in-
dividuals to provide critical 

Blair County Crime Solvers 
is a volunteer civilian Board 
of Directors geared toward 
solving crimes for the law 
enforcement community. Lo-
cal leaders and business vol-
unteers hope to bring a quick 
resolution to unsolved crimi-
nal cases within Blair Coun-
ty. Any tip can remain anony-
mous with a possible payout 
up to $2,000 by calling or 
texting to 814-695-7555.

“Blair County Crime Solv-
ers is an extremely valuable 
partner which assists law 

information to bring unsolved 
cases to a successful resolu-
tion,” Chief Timothy J. Mer-
cer, Logan Township Police 
Department.

“We as Law Enforcement 
are very blessed to have a 
great tool like Blair County 
Crime Solvers to support us 
in our attempts to keep Blair 
County a safe place,” Chief 
James E. Ott, Duncansville 
Police Department. Thank 
you for your support!
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PROSECUTOR SUMMARY
(Continued from A2)

YEAR IN REVIEW 
(Continued from A2)

(Continued on A12)

fact, 2016 continued a trend where defendants involved 
in both drug use and drug trafficking were charged with 
committing various crimes, including firearms violations, 
property offenses, domestic violence, aggravated assault, 
and homicide by vehicle while under the influence of a 
controlled substance. While many people, especially those 
in government, claim that drug trafficking and use offenses 
are victimless and that nonviolent crimes unnecessarily 
burden our prison systems, this is simply not true. Drug 
use impacts society, communities, and families. Those who 
sell and use drugs will commit crimes of violence to pro-
tect their trade and obtain their high. These crimes range 
from domestic abuse stemming from drug use, burglaries 
and thefts to obtain money and drugs, the illegal use and 
possession of firearms to facilitate drug offenses, and even 
shootings and other acts of violence by those involved in 
drug trafficking. Although law enforcement has suffered 
setbacks through the court-ordered revocation of manda-
tory sentences, new rules on investigating DUI’s, and the 
negative light in which we have been often portrayed by 
the media, we remain committed to pursuing justice and 
striving to make the community safer for everyone.   

to drug and alcohol services was developed. SBIRT 
training was provided to 2 champions, 20 providers, 
13 clinical staff, and 22 resident physicians at Altoona 
Family Physicians and Partnering for Health Services. 
In both clinics, 627 patients were screened, 72 brief in-
terventions conducted, and 6 patients referred to treat-
ment. Currently, this work group is meeting with the 
hospitals and medical providers on substance abuse 
issues affecting our community.

The Bridges Network was formed to research model 
programs, provide training to better understand the 
underlying issues related to poverty in Blair County, 
and to network with other agencies and programs that 
provide resources for low-income residents. In coop-
eration with other community partners, the Bridges 
Network sponsored and/or assisted with five poverty 
simulations in Blair, Bedford, and Cambria Counties 
with more than 500 participants and volunteers. In ad-
dition, 15 Bridges Out of Poverty trainings were con-
ducted with 250 participants. Members of the work 
group have worked with and/or expanded programs 
that provide resources to low-income students at the 
elementary, secondary, and higher education levels. 
They assisted in developing a Fuel Bank Program to 
more efficiently provide financial assistance to low-in-
come individuals and families, while requiring atten-
dance at budgeting classes. Members also engaged in 
discussions regarding policies, procedures, and prac-
tices that make it difficult for individuals and families 
to emerge from poverty.

Members of the Bridges Network were very inter-
ested in applying for the Rural Impact County Chal-
lenge. The National Association of Counties (NACo) 
in partnership with the County Health Rankings & 
Roadmaps Programs has chosen 12 rural counties 
to receive community coaching on efforts to reduce 
childhood poverty. This assistance is part of the White 
House Rural Council’s Rural Impact County Chal-
lenge. As a result of collaboration between the Blair 
County Board of Commissioners and the Healthy 
Blair County Coalition, Blair County was one of the 
counties selected from across the country to work with 
community coaches. The two focus areas include gen-
erational poverty and school attendance and academic 
success. Coleen Heim, Director of the Healthy Blair 
County Coalition believes that this opportunity pro-
vides Blair County with national experts to develop 
the best plan possible to better understand and address 
poverty in our community. “We will be working with 
the Blair County Truancy Task Force, as we all under-

and sold at relatively cheap prices. Cost of 
production per kilogram is about the same 
as the cost of production of heroin. How-
ever, since fentanyl is far more powerful 
than heroin, less is needed to get high, thus 
making it cheaper. Often times, fentanyl is 
added to heroin, to increase profits while 
maintaining or increasing the high. Subse-
quently, it has resulted in greater drug ad-
diction and fatal drug overdoses.

Fatal drug overdoses continue to sky-
rocket across both the United States and 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and 
fentanyl has contributed greatly. The lat-
est Department of Justice, Drug Enforce-
ment Administration statistics is for the 
year 2015. In 2015, there were 3,383 fatal 
drug overdoses in Pennsylvania compared 
to 2,497 in 2014. This is an increase of 
886 deaths or 35%. Heroin was the most 
frequently identified drug being present in 
55% of drug overdose decedents. Fentanyl 
was the second most frequently identified 
drug in decedents, being present in 27% of 
decedents. Of the fentanyl positive dece-
dents, 36% were also positive for heroin. 
So in combination, when fentanyl is added 
to heroin, fatal drug overdoses dramati-
cally increase. While 2016 statistics are not 
yet available, I would anticipate another 
increase in overdose deaths. Law enforce-
ment is seeing fentanyl in narcotics inves-
tigations in Blair County and reacting as 
soon as practicable. 

Regarding a few statistics for 2016, in 
addition to regularly funded narcotic in-
vestigations, Operation Our Town funded 
investigations enabled officers to conduct 
38 additional narcotics operations which 
resulted in 88 arrests of drug dealers, the 
seizure of 5 firearms and the seizure of 
$43,688.00 in profits. Seventy-one percent 
of these investigations focused on heroin, 
fentanyl or other opioids. Additionally, law 

enforcement also seized sizeable quantities 
of heroin and other narcotics with a total 
street value of $736,145.00. 

Subsequently, I believe it is fair to say that 
Operation Our Town funding is enabling 
law enforcement to do its part in combat-
ing the heroin crisis we are now facing. An-
other aspect which should be beneficial is 
the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program. 
The program is now completely operation-
al and permits law enforcement, physicians 
and pharmacies access to certain informa-
tion of those who obtain Schedule II, III, 
IV and V narcotics. It is anticipated this 
will be another tool used in the prevention 
of diversion of prescription narcotics and 
doctor shopping.

Lastly, I briefly wanted to provide some 
information on the Drug Take Back Pro-
gram being operated by the PA National 
Guard and the PA Office of Attorney Gen-
eral. This program provides numerous 
locations throughout the commonwealth 
where citizens may take unwanted bottles 
of medication no longer needed, for proper 
destruction. District Attorney Offices and 
local law enforcement also participate in 
various capacities. In 2015, we conducted 
42 organized pickups of 22 tons of un-
wanted prescription medications through-
out Pennsylvania. With some fine tuning, 
we decreased our number of pickups but 
increased the amount of medications re-
trieved. In 2016, we conducted 26 pickups, 
retrieving 26 tons of unwanted medica-
tions. Needless to say, this program has 
been extremely successful.

In 2017, law enforcement will continue 
to remain vigilant in investigating drug 
trafficking in Blair County and will con-
tinue to participate in drug educational 
programs. We appreciate the support of the 
community and Operation Our Town and 
remain dedicated in our efforts to make 
Blair County a better place to live. 

BLAIR COUNTY COALITION
(Continued from A5)
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OOT Northern
Blair County Roundtable
Sue Griep, Chairperson, Director of the Victim/Witness 
Program at the Blair County District Attorney’s Office

The Northern Blair County Round-
table is a strong conglomerate of 
business, media, education, social, 
legal, and civic organizations in the 
Northern Blair County area who 
come together on a monthly basis 
in an effort to better the community.  
In 2016-2017, the group decided to 
focus on taking an in-depth look at 
the existing programs and services 
being offered in the community with 
the goal of enhancing and supple-
menting, rather than re-inventing 
the wheel.  Meetings are being held 
at different locations in the commu-
nity to better acquaint the committee 
with facilities and services.  Meet-
ing places and tours include Epworth 
Manor, Tyrone Area High School, 
Joshua House at the Armory, and the 
Tyrone Hospital.  A resource guide 
will then be compiled as to services 
available in the community to assist 
residents.  Another area the com-
mittee is addressing is the needs of 
the community in regards to educa-
tion and transportation. GED class-
es and medical terminology classes 
are being planned in the spring, and 
the committee is looking at secur-
ing some means of transportation at 
least one or two days per week to the 
Altoona area.  In addition, the group 
would like to be able to offer infor-

mative and helpful events in the com-
munity.  A landlord/tenant workshop 
is being planned for the spring, and a 
job fair is in the beginning stages of 
development.

The roundtable remains helpful in 
providing leadership and support to 
a number of programs and endeav-
ors that have had a positive impact 
on the town.  The Tyrone and Bell-
wood Backpack programs kicked 
off in 2014-2015 with the help of 
the Roundtable, and continue to op-
erate successfully.  The committee 
provides leadership for an annual 
Tyrone Spring Cleanup Day, which 
continues to boast nearly 100 volun-
teers from clubs, organizations, and 
church groups in the area.  A com-
munity garden was up and running a 
few years ago, but due to a business 
expansion project, the garden was 
closed down. A partnership with Ep-
worth Manor may open the doors to a 
new community garden in the spring 
through the leadership of the round-
table’s efforts.

If you would like more information 
on meetings, projects, ideas or needs 
of the community that could ben-
efit the Northern Blair County area, 
please contact Sue Griep at sgriep@
blairco.org.

stand and believe that school attendance and academic success are keys to 
getting out of poverty.” 

The Let’s Move Blair County Committee is implementing programs/ac-
tivities to address obesity, encourage physical activity, and impact the in-
cidence of diabetes. One of their goals is to encourage the integration of 
health and wellness into every aspect of community life by coordinating 
and collaborating with all other agencies currently working on this effort. 
Blair County is a national Let’s Move Cities, Towns, and Counties site. In 
2016, HBCC participated in the eight-week Everybody Walk Across PA 
project and 30 teams from Blair County walked a total of 15,728 miles, 
which was the most of any participating county in the state. HBCC sup-
ported the efforts of the Blair County Planning Commission to increase 
opportunities for physical activity by creating five walking routes through 
a project called WalkWorks. For the second year, we will be sponsoring a 
Let’s Move Blair County Day at the Altoona Curve on Sunday, April 30, 
2017. Last year’s event was a great success with a health fair on the con-
course, activities throughout the game, and crowning the county winner of 
the Corporate Fitness Challenge. In October 2016, our committee helped 
sponsor the Third Annual Halloween Harvest Festival in downtown Al-
toona. In addition, HBCC is collaborating with the Blair County Conserva-
tion District on the implementation of their urban agriculture grant. A Let’s 
Move Blair County Facebook page has been sharing tips for healthy eating 
and getting active, including posting events and activities. Visit us at face-
book.com/letsmoveblaircounty.

In collaboration with the Healthy Blair County Coalition, the Blair Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce created a Workplace Wellness Committee. The 
purpose is to encourage businesses to become part of the wellness move-
ment and share resources to develop or enhance current workplace well-
ness programs. The Workplace Wellness Committee hosted six Wake Up to 
Wellness Events. In 2014, Tyrone Regional Health Network and the North-
ern Blair County Recreation Center conducted the Corporate Fitness Chal-
lenge with 10 companies and 187 participants, with a total of 1,100 pounds 
lost. In 2015, there were 14 companies and 350 participants, with a total of 
2,700 pounds lost. Last year, the project expanded county-wide with new 
partners and 25 businesses with 613 employees that lost a total of 3,760 
pounds. Besides weight loss, there are many other health benefits to their 
participation in the Corporate Wellness Challenge. For 2017, we have even 
more businesses and employees participating in an effort to reach their op-
timal state of health.

The Mental Health Work Group is addressing unmet needs and working 
to improve issues related to mental health services for children and adoles-
cents. Member organizations are working to improve service coordination 
and communication among and between service providers in an effort to 
enhance behavioral health services offered to children and families. The 
work group is currently working on an initiative to host community conver-
sation about mental health throughout the county.

The Tobacco-Free Work Group is promoting policies and programs that 

encourage smoke-free communities (e.g. smoke-free workplaces, clean air 
ordinances, smoking cessation programs, etc.). The Tobacco-Free Work 
Group developed and distributed one video to provide information and re-
sources for businesses and organizations on how to become 100% tobac-
co-free workplaces. The second video was developed in collaboration with 
career services personnel to educate students on issues related to seeking 
employment in companies that are currently or will be tobacco-free work-
places. In collaboration with Blair Drug and Alcohol Partnerships and the 
Lung Disease Center of Central Pennsylvania, smoking cessation classes 
are being conducted in local hospitals, businesses, and other organizations. 
If you are interested in hosting smoking cessation classes, please contact ei-
ther organization. Seven out of every ten smokers want to quit, and smoking 
cessation programs are successful.

The Dental Care Work Group is researching and gathering data to deter-
mine the gaps and available resources for dental care (adult and pediatric) in 
Blair County. In addition, they are discussing options available for address-
ing access to dental care and/or oral health prevention programs.

The Data Analysis Work Group reviews all primary indicator data, such 
as survey results, and assisted in the collection and analysis of secondary 
indicator data. 

The Marketing Work Group is responsible for providing awareness of the 
Healthy Blair County Coalition, informing residents and community mem-
bers about the surveys and how to participate, sharing the results of the 
needs assessment and other data collections, including the strengths and 
assets of Blair County, and lastly, increasing collaboration and partnerships 
among all aspects of the community by providing an opportunity to partici-
pate in the Coalition.

For more information on the community health needs assessment, imple-
mentation plans, and our work groups, visit www.healthyblaircountycoali-
tion.org. Individuals and organizations can get involved in the following 
ways:

• Join the HBCC and attend coalition meetings.
• Sign-up and serve on work groups.
• Collaborate and promote HBCC initiatives such as Let’s Move Blair 
County and the Corporate Wellness Challenge.
• Use the Let’s Move Blair County logo on your website, newsletters, 
etc. (based on usage guidelines).
• Provide funding as feasible.
• Participate in the needs assessment coming up in 2018.
• Include HBCC in local community efforts.
• Utilize the needs assessment results and our Healthy Communities
  Institute data. 

The Healthy Blair County Coalition will continue to utilize the “collective 
impact” concept as we move forward, in which a highly structured collab-
orative effort can achieve substantial impact on large scale social problems. 
Basically, that means all of us working together can make a difference!

BLAIR COUNTY COALITION
(Continued from A14)

RADIO CAREER | (Continued from A3)

me through it. I was glad to have known Tommy for years. Less embarrassed, but humbled by the experi-
ence. And finally, to the smoothest DJ ever, with my head hanging low. KC O’Day on Wally is the best. 
She made me sound great with a hint of confidence resurfacing. Whew, I did it and I didn’t even puke. If I 
can say moist, I can say puke.

Ok, back to my potential radio career. I have been doing this now for a few years. Not so nervous any-
more and still with a mistake here and there. It’s a fun experience with the addition of speaking on Froggy. 
I walked into some crazy conversations at Froggy and from one conversation, I am not sure they wash their 
socks between wearing. Just a heads-up.

I love the opportunity of being a part of Operation Our Town. Thank you, JR, for suggesting the radio 
gig. Friends say, “I heard you on the radio.” I have to laugh at myself. I’m going to forget the idea of a radio 
career and keep the status quo.
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DA’S OFFICE MESSAGE
(Continued from A3)

with other agencies like Family Services, Inc., 
Blair County Children and Youth Services, and 
Blair Health Choices, to collaboratively work 
on both civil and criminal child abuse inves-
tigations.  The Blair County MDIT is leading 
a joint response to child abuse allegations and 
spearheading community awareness.  In 2016, 
serious discussions with UPMC Altoona lead 
to a formal understanding between the hospital 
and the MDIT for the operation of a regional 
Child Advocacy Center.  The Center is expect-
ed to be operated under the umbrella of Family 
Services, Inc., with space donated by the hos-
pital and continuing support for its functioning 
by the MDIT.  Such a resource will reduce the 
trauma to children, who are the subject of the 
abuse allegations, and solidify the prosecutions 
of child molesters.  

Our older citizens are often at risk, because 

of drug crime and addiction.  To combat elder 
abuse, the District Attorney’s Office continues 
to work closely with Blair Senior Services to 
identify and prosecute the exploitation of older 
adults, including those financially devastated 
by the addiction of a family member.

As we look toward 2017, the District Attor-
ney’s Office plans to utilize all available tech-
nological advancements in conjunction with 
traditional investigative techniques to “Take 
Back Our Neighborhoods” and hold defendants 
accountable.  We are confident that the key to 
keeping Blair County safe is directly dependent 
upon continued community awareness and col-
laboration between everyone… the citizens, the 
business community, drug and alcohol treat-
ment agencies, and prevention and social ser-
vice groups, as is fostered by Operation Our 
Town.

the police departments.  The public can dispose of many 
prescriptions and over-the-counter drugs safely and with the 
peace of mind that the drugs will not end up being sold il-
legally or traded by addicts.  Thanks to the community, the 
program has been a success.  The public’s response has been 
tremendous, with over 3,500 pounds of drugs removed from 
the streets for illicit use or sale since the beginning of the 
program.  (See the Statistics included in this newsletter for a 
quarterly breakdown by department and year).

Crimes associated with drugs and violence do not confine 
themselves to only those kinds of criminal acts.  Many times, 
these offenders are hurting family members, young and old 
alike.

An ongoing initiative in the District Attorney’s Office over 
the past several years has been the establishment of a Multi-
Disciplinary Investigative Team (MDIT).  This team works 
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As we sit around the table, 
we look like a rag tag group. 
We’ve got the old bald guy in 
a sweatshirt, the overweight, 
middle-aged woman who looks 
tired and overworked, a young 
bearded millennial, and the way 
too perky young mom, just to 
name a few. If you met us on 
the street, you would never con-
nect us to one another. We don’t 
look like we have anything in 
common, but get us together on 
the 3rd Thursday of the month 
at 2pm in the gathering room of 

tables that are working to keep 
our communities drug-free.

Last year, we hosted a Lunch 
& Learn at Hollidaysburg First 
United Methodist Church on the 
topics of Domestic Violence, 
how to use 211 to find needed 
resources, and how to dispose 
of medications safely, so they 
don’t end up being abused. 
We’ve begun connecting with 
groups such as Rise For Recov-
ery to help us learn how to reach 
those impacted by addiction. We 
are planning a Lunch & Learn in 

Second Avenue United Meth-
odist Church, and you will find 
out quickly that we are all of 
one heart. The OOT Faith-based 
Roundtable has a heart for those 
in our community who are lost, 
marginalized and in need of di-
rection. Our goals are simple, 
find ways to connect people in 
active addiction and recovery to 
churches that want to help. Let 
the community know that we are 
standing together to push drug 
trafficking out of our commu-
nity and pray for all the round-

the spring of 2017 on the topic 
of Child Abuse. Not a bad list of 
accomplishments for this small 
group of clergy, laity, and peo-
ple with hearts to serve others. 
If you are looking to serve in a 
new way, we would love to have 
you join us. Please contact Lisa 
Hann, Faith-based Roundtable 
Chairperson, at lhann@fami-
lyservicesinc.net. (Disclaimer, 
any similarities between the de-
scriptions given above and true 
members of the group is purely 
coincidental).

Faith-based Roundtable – All Are Welcome
Lisa Hann, Executive Director, Family Services, Inc.

Community Revitalization 
Roundtable:

A community partnership to 
develop and implement strate-
gies to improve neighborhoods, 
with an initial focus area on the 
Lower Fairview/Logan Town 
area.

Criminal Justice Advisory 
Board (CJAB):

To provide an ongoing forum 
for communication and col-
laboration among key decision 
makers for the purposes of eval-
uating, analyzing, planning, in-
formation sharing, and integrat-
ing and recommending action to 
improve the effectiveness and 
efficiency of the criminal justice 
system.

Early Childhood Education 
Roundtable:

To prevent involvement in 
drug abuse and criminal activi-
ties by providing pre-k age chil-
dren with enriched early child-
hood learning experiences.

K-12 Education Roundtable:
Elimination of drug abuse in 

K-12 students in Blair County 
through education, program-
ming, and awareness of the dan-
gers of drug abuse.

Law Enforcement Round-
table:

To facilitate partnerships be-
tween the community and busi-
ness to fight both drug use and 
crime through proven law en-
forcement techniques.

Marketing Roundtable:
To communicate and promote 

the objectives of the organiza-
tion to effectively engage the 
citizenry of our community to 
become involved in taking back 
our neighborhoods.

Northern Blair Roundtable:
To facilitate partnerships be-

tween community and business 
in Northern Blair County to fight 
drug use and crime through prov-
en law enforcement, treatment, 
and prevention techniques.

Faith-based Roundtable:
From a faith perspective, re-

spond to and contribute to the 
work of the Operation Our Town 
partnerships. Promote, facili-
tate, and encourage faith-based 
community partnerships in us-
ing God’s gracious gifts to bring 
about positive change, hope, and 
spiritual health in the communi-
ty.

Gang Roundtable:
To gather, coordinate and dis-

seminate gang related activities 
for the purpose of communi-
cating information directly to 
the steering committee in order 
to assist in the development of 
strategic plans to deal with gang, 
drug and crime prevention as a 
result of gang related activities.

Housing Roundtable:
Identify solutions to address 

the problems created by tran-
sient tenants. To discuss and im-
plement educational techniques 
for renting properties to respon-
sible tenants. 

Pharmacy Roundtable:
To assure the safety of phar-

macy employees and patrons, 
and to improve relationships 
with local and state law enforce-
ment, while enhancing the com-
mitment of community pharma-
cies efforts to reduce the supply 
of prescription opioids in the 
community available for diver-
sion and abuse.

Volunteer Roundtable:
To support the mission of OOT 

with as many volunteers as pos-
sible.

Operation Our Town Roundtable descriptions
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first place included Richard 
Fiore Jr., Jason Link, Doug 
Meyers, and Brad Mikolajczyk. 
The first, second, and third 
place teams all received gift 
cards to Park Hills’ Golf Shop. 
A hole-in-one was 
made by Michael 
Harris, who won a 
$500 Visa gift card. 
Sean McLanahan 
was the winner of 
the Closest to the Pin 
Second Shot skill 
contest, and received 
a set of wedges.

Save- the -Date 
for Operation Our 
Town’s 5th Annual 
Golf Tournament 
that will be held on 
Tuesday, September 
19, 2017 at Park 
Hills Golf Club 
and promises to be 
bigger and better 
than last year! 
Golfers will still 
have the choice of an 
8:00am or 1:00pm 
tee time. Sheetz will 
also be providing 
a delicious cooked 
breakfast and lunch 
for morning and 
afternoon golfers to 
enjoy before they tee 
off, so come hungry! 
We also plan to do 

Golf Club has to offer. Sheriff 
Mitch Cooper was recognized 
with a plaque for his law 
enforcement service to Blair 
County, and Jim Walstrom 
and his dog Storm conducted a 
drug sniffing demonstration for 
those in attendance.

 The golf tournament was 
held on Tuesday and gave 
golfers the opportunity to 
choose from an 8:00am or 
1:00pm tee time. Sheetz did 
a great job of feeding the 
golfers by providing a cooked 
breakfast and lunch, and 
snacks on the golf course. The 
golf tournament included the 
return of the popular “Golden 
Ticket” contest. Ten golfers in 
the morning session and ten 
golfers in the afternoon session 
that found a “golden ticket” in 
their chocolate bar were given 
the opportunity to putt for a 
$5,000 cash prize donation 
from Park Hills Golf Club. An 
auction was also held at the end 
of the morning and afternoon 
sessions for golfers to bid on the 
11th spot to putt. The winner 
of each session was the golfer 
that got their putt in the hole or 
closest to the hole. The $5,000 
winner of the morning session 
was Brian Wilkes and the 
$5,000 winner of the afternoon 
session was Jay Bakale.

The team that finished in 

our exciting putting contest for 
golfers again.

Please consider supporting 
Operation Our Town through 
our annual golf tournament, 
as it has become one of our 

major fundraisers. The money 
raised from this tournament 
goes towards funding law 
enforcement and prevention 
programs aimed at reducing 
drugs and crime in Blair 

County. Please contact Shawna 
Hoover at (814) 296-8730 or 
shawna@operationourtown.
org for more details on how 
you can support this year’s 
tournament!

GOLF TOURNAMENT RESULTS | (Continued from A1)

Operation Our Town has unveiled 
their third bus wrap design that ap-
pears on an Amtran bus and can be 
seen throughout Altoona.  “Since 
2016 was Operation Our Town’s 10-
year Anniversary, we wanted the bus 
wrap to be used as a tool to remind 
the community that we are still com-
mitted to the fight against drugs and 
crime in Blair County, and that begins 
with the youth of our community,” 
OOT Executive Coordinator Shawna 
Hoover said.  “That is why we chose 
to use the tag line ‘The Best Me is 
Drug Free’ and feature local children 
on the bus wrap.” 

Amtran has been a long-time sup-

porter of Operation Our Town by 
donating ad space for three pro-
motional bus wraps over the years 
and giving the OOT bus high ex-
posure to the community by put-
ting it on the main routes through-
out Altoona.  Amtran also donates 
ad space to OOT on the interiors 
of their buses through interior bus 
cards displaying local children and 
the same drug-free message.  OOT 
has been recognized across Penn-
sylvania and around the country as 
a model for collaboration against il-
legal drugs through the partnership 
of businesses and non-profit organi-
zations, police, the courts, treatment 

providers, and the community at 
large.  According to General Man-
ager Eric Wolf, “We are very proud 
of our participation with Operation 
Our Town and to unveil their new-
est bus wrap.”  He continued, “The 
fact is that anyone can be affected 
by illegal drugs, regardless of your 
education, income level, or neigh-
borhood.  We can only be success-
ful in fighting this problem by pull-
ing together all of our community’s 
resources.”

Amtran is a joint municipal au-
thority of Logan Township and 
the City of Altoona dating back to 
1958.  It was created as a successor 

to the trolley company, the Altoona 
& Logan Valley Electric Railway.  
The organization currently has 47 
employees and 28 buses carrying 
1,000 people a day (not including 
the students that we transport for 
the Altoona Area School District).  
When you add in the school stu-
dents, our ridership is more than 
650,000 per year.  We are also an 
important partner for Penn State Al-
toona, connecting their Ivyside and 
Downtown Campuses.  Our funding 
is a combination of farebox revenue, 
along with support from federal, 
state, and local governments.

Amtran & Operation Our Town
Unveil New Bus Wrap
Eric Wolf, General Manager
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The Association of Blair County 
Law Enforcement (ABLE) started a 
project back in 2010 to obtain an ar-
mor plated tactical truck to protect 
and serve the community. The proj-
ect became a reality when Brinks 
donated an armor plated truck to the 
Association. The good citizens of 
Blair County all came together to 
turn the truck into a police tactical 
truck. The tactical truck went into 
service in 2010 and stayed in opera-
tion until early 2016 when it became 
disabled.

It was estimated that the repairs to 

the truck would be between $16,000 
to $20,000. This type of vehicle is 
used in both active shooting inci-
dents and high-risk drug entries and 
can carry 12 officers inside in full 
tactical gear and another 12 officers 
on the outside. The truck also has 
a flip-up plate on top from which 
a sniper can operate. It’s equipped 
with a 12 ton winch and high pow-
ered spot lights. To replace the truck 
would cost in the range of $250,000. 
With shootings and dangerous situ-
ations on the rise around the coun-
try, we know it can happen here, and 

it has. Law enforcement must 
have the proper tools to keep 
the people safe. We knew that 
this truck needed to be fixed.

Operation Our Town stepped 
up to help work with the As-
sociation of Blair County Law 
Enforcement to launch an ef-
fort to raise funds to repair 
the vehicle. Operation Our 
Town got the word out to the 
community and raised about 
$3,500. The local business 
owner of Allegheny Trucks 
saw this need and said “This 
truck needs to be repaired and 
back on the road.” Allegheny 
Trucks stepped up to the plate 
and donated all the parts and 
labor and finished the repairs. 
The money raised by Opera-
tion Our Town was used to 
bring the truck up to date with 
a new police radio and help 
with insurance.

Today, the tactical truck is back on 
duty, thanks to Allegheny Trucks, 
Operation Our Town and the good cit-
izens of Blair County. ABLE would 
like to say, “Thank you for the great 
support!” Randy Feathers, Board 
Member for Operation Our Town, is 
thankful that Operation Our Town 
was able to assist in getting the truck 
back in operation. He added, “The 
upkeep and repairs of these special 
operations vehicles will continue to 
be an ongoing project that Operation 
Our Town will help to support.” 

Tactical Truck Back on Duty
Craig Moyer, Association of Blair County  Law Enforcement 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPORT | (Continued from A1)

officers that should not be in 
this profession. As with any 
profession, there is always 
a small percentage of ‘bad 
apples.’ The majority of po-
lice officers are good people 
that want to do good for 
their community and make a 
positive impact. Locally, we 
are blessed with tremendous 
support and for that, we 
are very grateful.” Randy 
Feathers, OOT Board mem-
ber and retired from the Al-
toona Police Department 
and PA Office of Attorney 
General, responded “As a 
retired law enforcement of-
ficer, I am quite concerned 
how our law enforcement 
officers are being betrayed 
nationally. However, I know 
and feel the support that our 
officers get here in Blair 
County.” Dusty Young, De-
tective with the Blair Coun-
ty District Attorney’s Office 
and retired from the Altoona 
Police Department and PA 
Office of Attorney General, 
said “It makes our job more 
difficult because all of our 
actions are under a micro-
scope, which causes us to 
hesitate on how we react, 
which can be dangerous.”

The second question that 
was asked was, why is the 
Blue Lives Matter move-
ment important to you? Ran-
dy Feathers said, “I don’t 
like the slogan Blue Lives 
Matter and don’t like the 
slogan Black Lives Matter. 
All lives matter! It is very 
important to me, personally, 
that our community sup-
ports and respects the job 
that our law enforcement 
officers do.” Dusty Young 
responded, “It is not only 
important to me, it should 
be important to the general 
public, because we’re the 
first line of defense against 
crime. When we start get-
ting disrespected, it makes 
us think that maybe our 
job is not worth much to 

the public.” Lt. Ben Jones 
said, “Blue Lives Matter is 
important because it brings 
an awareness to the com-
munity that police officers 
are regular people who do 
an incredibly difficult job. It 
has brought to the forefront 
the good that we do every 
day that typically goes un-
noticed and reinforces the 
fact that we are husbands, 
fathers, sons & daughters, 
as well as neighbors, in the 
communities that we serve.” 

The final question that 
was asked was, why should 
community members be 
concerned about this issue 
and why should they get 
involved? Randy Feathers 
said, “This should be of vi-
tal importance to our com-
munity. All you have to do 
is look at other areas where 
the police and the communi-
ty do not support or respect 
each other. The police are in 
place to protect and serve 
the community and must, to 
be successful, have the full 
support of that community.” 
Dusty Young said, “We’re 
responsible for keeping the 
community safe, and the 
OOT leaders realized that 
we need community sup-
port to fight the drug prob-
lem in our community. It’s 
important to support law 
enforcement, whether it’s 
local, state, or federal, to 
get behind us and support 
us. When law enforcement 
feel that they are appreci-
ated, they know that they 
are providing an important 
service. Most individuals 
get into law enforcement to 
help people, and serve and 
protect the public. When 
they’re not respected, they 
can lose that vision.” Lt. 
Ben Jones responded, “Law 
enforcement is a commu-
nity effort. Not only do po-
lice need the support of our 
community, we need our 
community being proactive 

in the fight against crime. 
We cannot be as success-
ful as we are without com-
munity involvement. There 
have been countless times 
that community members 
have assisted in solving se-
rious crimes, locating miss-
ing persons, and preventing 
crimes through their aware-
ness in their neighborhoods. 
Locally, the community 
involvement is second to 
none, in my opinion. Opera-
tion Our Town is the flag-
ship example of why we in 
Blair County law enforce-
ment are so blessed with 
community support. Some 
neighboring communities 
that do not have this level of 
support and involvement by 
their community are seeing 
dramatic increases in vio-
lent crime that negatively 
impacts the quality of life 
for their citizens. We are 
truly blessed here and offer 
our most sincere thanks.”

Law enforcement will in-
evitably continue to meet 
more challenges in the fu-
ture. Let’s not wait until 
tragedies happen, such as 
the loss of Trooper Landon 
Weaver, to show our sup-
port. We need to show them 
that the community cares 
about them and the chal-
lenging job that they choose 
to do every day. Operation 
Our Town will be rolling out 
an initiative to show support 
for law enforcement in the 
next few months and will 
continue that initiative into 
next year. Please join Op-
eration Our Town with this 
very important initiative and 
support our law enforce-
ment officers. If you or your 
community group can assist 
with this initiative, please 
contact Executive Coor-
dinator Shawna Hoover at 
(814) 296-8730 or shaw-
na@operationourtown.org.



OOT Steering Committee Members
Professional & OOT titles:
BOARD

Michael A. Fiore
President & CEO, Leonard S. Fiore, Inc.
OOT President

Philip Devorris
President & CEO, Blair Companies
OOT Secretary

Joseph Sheetz
President & CEO, Sheetz, Inc.
OOT Treasurer

Randy Feathers
Retired, PA Office of Attorney General
OOT Board Member

Ron McConnell
Chief Operating Officer, UPMC Altoona
OOT Board Member

Executive Coordinator – Shawna Hoover

STEERING COMMITTEE

Dr. Lori J. Bechtel-Wherry
Chancellor, Penn State Altoona
OOT Higher Education Representative

Jackie Atherton Bernard, Esq.

Richard Consiglio, Esq.
Blair County District Attorney

JR DiAndrea
President, DiAndrea Media, Inc.
Chairperson, OOT Marketing Roundtable

Honorable Elizabeth Doyle
Blair County President Judge
Chairperson, OOT Criminal/Judicial Roundtable

Greg Drew, R.Ph
President, Value Drug Company
Chairperson, OOT Pharmacy Roundtable

Brian Durbin
President, Durbin Companies
Co-chairperson, OOT Housing Roundtable

Zane Gates, MD
Empower3 Center for Health
OOT Health Representative

Dr. Robert Gildea
Superintendent, Hollidaysburg Area School District
Chairperson, OOT K-12 Education Roundtable

Donna Gority
Former Blair County Commissioner
OOT Government Representative

Rodney Green
Leadership & Special Education Consultant
Chairperson, OOT Early Childhood Education Roundtable

Sue Griep
Director, Blair County Victim/Witness Program
Chairperson, OOT Northern Blair Roundtable

Lisa Hann
Executive Director, Family Services, Inc.
Chairperson, OOT Faith-based Roundtable

Betsy Hurst
Retired Executive Director
Chairperson, OOT Volunteer Roundtable

Cheryl Johns
Executive Director, Altoona Housing Authority
Co-Chairperson, OOT Housing Roundtable

Bill Kitt
President, Central PA Landlord Association
Co-Chairperson, OOT Housing Roundtable

Steve McKnight
President & CEO, ABCD Corporation
Chairperson, OOT Community Revitalization Roundtable

Dr. Todd Negola
Clinical Psychologist, James E. Van Zandt VA Medical Center
Chairperson, OOT Gang Representative

Judy Rosser
Executive Director, Blair Drug & Alcohol Partnerships
OOT Human Services Representative

Tony Sassano
Acting Special Agent in Charge, PA Office of Attorney General
Chairperson, OOT Law Enforcement Roundtable

$10,000 and up:
Alan Gehringer, Rhythm Systems
Altoona Area School District Foundation
Altoona First Savings Bank
Altoona Pipe & Steel Supply Company
American Eagle Paper Mills
Amtran 
Anonymous donor
Arch Insurance Group
Blair Candy Company, Inc.*
Blair Companies*
Catalano, Case, Catalano & Clark-Radzieta
Chester E. Grannas Family Foundation
Courtesy Ford, Inc.
Curve Baseball, LP
D.C. Goodman & Sons, Inc.*
Dean Patterson Chevrolet
Delta Health Technologies, LLC*
Fiore Buick GMC*
Fiore Toyota*
First National Bank
Folcarelli Supply Co.
Grainger Foundation, Inc.
Grappone Law Office* 
Harry K. Sickler Associates*
Holiday Inn Express*
Kooman & Associates, LLC
Lawruk Machine & Tool Company, Inc. 
Lawruk Realty*
Lee Industries, Inc.*
Leonard S. Fiore, Inc.*
M&T Bank*
McLanahan Corporation*
New Enterprise Stone & Lime Co.*
New Pig Corporation*
Norfolk Southern Foundation
NPC, Inc.*
Park Hills Golf Club
Patt Organization
Peak Media of Pennsylvania, LLC – Fox 8 TV
Reliance Bank*
Rotary Club of Altoona
S&T Bank
Seltzer Financial Strategies
Sheetz, Inc.*
Small Tube Products
Striewig Bonding Agency
Stuckey Ford/Stuckey Subaru
The Hite Company*
Thompson Pharmacy
United Way of Blair County*
UPMC Altoona*
Value Drug Company
Ward Trucking, LLC*
Willard E. Campbell Enterprises, Inc – Hoss’s
Wolf Furniture*
York Technical Institute, LLC

$5,000 - $9,999:
AGSM Ventures, LLC
Bernard Albert Good Post 8685
Bolger Brothers, Inc.
Central PA Landlord Association
Concordia Society
E.B. Endres, Inc.
Fine Line Cabinets, Inc.
First Energy Foundation
Inco Beverage, Inc.
Irwin Financial, Inc.
Jones Day
Lezzer Lumber
North American Communications
Pepsi Bottling Group, LLC
Reilly Creppage & Co.

$1,000 - $4,999:
2nd Avenue United Methodist Church
Ahold Financial Services – Martin’s Food Market
Allegheny Brain & Spine Surgeons, P.C.
Allegheny Supply & Maintenance Co., Inc.
Allegheny Trucks, Inc.
Altoona Blair County Development Corporation
Altoona Center for Nursing Care
Altoona Housing Authority
Altoona Mirror
AmeriServ Financial
Atlantic Broadband
Bavarian Aid Society
Benzel’s Bretzel Bakery, Inc.
Best Line Equipment
Blair County Chamber of Commerce
Blair County District Attorney’s Office
Blair Medical Associates
Blue Knob Valley Chainsaw Carving Competition
Buccinese Society
Burgmeier’s Hauling, Inc.
Business Planning Service, LLC
City Beverage of Altoona, Inc.
Cleveland Brothers Equipment Co., Inc.
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.
Coldwell Banker Town & Country Real Estate
Construction Applicators
Degol Organization
DelGrosso Foods, Inc.
Discovery House
Empower Business Solutions, Inc.
First Commonwealth Bank
Freedom Basketball Club, Inc.
Fringe Benefit Group
Galliker Dairy Company
GMRI, Inc. - Olive Garden
Golden Living Center – Hillview
Groff Tractor & Equipment
HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital
H.F. Lenz Company 
Hollidaysburg Rotary Club
Infinity Insurance Management Service
Keller Engineers, Inc.
Koehle Maintenance
Kunzler & Company
Low Life Rider Chapter, Inc.
Lozinak Professional Baseball, LLC
Madey Corp, Inc. – Blair Co. Golf & Driving 
Range
Mama Randazzo’s, Inc.
Mock Creations
Mountain Research, LLC
Nason Hospital
Newborn Enterprises, Inc.
Northwestern Mutual
Northwest Savings Bank
Omega Bank
ORX
Park Security Systems
Penn State Altoona
Pennsylvania Prison Warden’s Association
Providence Presbyterian Church
Pyramid Healthcare, Inc.
Roaring Spring Blank Book/Roaring Spring Water
Saint Francis University
Sam’s Club #6460
Say-Core, Inc.
Sheehan & Associates
Shirley’s Cookie Company, Inc.
Silk Mill Properties, Inc.
South Hills School of Business & Technology
Stiffler, McGraw & Associates, Inc.
Swiss Club of Altoona
The Meadows Original Frozen Custard of 
Greenwood
ThyssenKrupp – AIN Plastics
Top to Bottom Office Interiors
United Way of the Capital Region
US Foods 
Warren A. Gingrich Agency, Inc.
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC
Xanitos, Inc.
Young, Oakes, Brown & Co.

Under $1,000:
1st Summit Bank
AFSCME Local 906 – Hollidaysburg Veterans 
Home
AFSCME Local 2188 – Altoona City Employees
Allegheny Club of Hollidaysburg
Allegheny Mountains Convention & Visitors 
Bureau
Allegheny Orthotics & Prosthetics
Altoona Catholic Nurses
Altoona Center for Clinical Research, PC
Altoona Jewish Community School
Altoona Police Narcotics Division
Associated Builders & Contractors, Inc.
Back in Action Physical Therapy & Fitness Center
Backyard Burgers
Baechle & Associates Architects
Baltimore Life Insurance
Bellwood-Antis School District Foundation
Bill Wertz & Sons
Blair/Bedford Builders Association
Blair Business Technologies
Blair County Anesthesia, P.C.
Blair County Crime Solvers
Blair County Health & Welfare Council
Blair County Police Departments
Blair Orthopedics
Blair Roofing, Inc.
Bun Air Corporation
Carmike Cinemas
Carnegie Equipment, Inc.
Central Blair Recreation Commission
Central PA Cardiology, LLC
Central PA Digital Learning Foundation
Cesare Battisti Mutual Benefit Association
Ciocca Benton & Okonak, P.C.
Clear Creek Environmental
Clip Art Salon
Combined Insurance
Craig Fencing
Credit Control Collections
Cresson Lions Park Association
Cumming Motors, Inc.
Days Inn & Suites, Altoona
DelGrosso’s Amusement Park
Despoy & Robertson Law Firm
DiAndrea Media
DiAndrea Promos
Dick’s Pharmacy, Inc.
Drayer Physical Therapy Institute
Edward Jones Investments – Michael Harris
Edward Jones Investments – Richard Logan
Epworth Manor
Fairview United Methodist Church
Family Pizza & Pub
Family Services, Inc.
Fenner Consulting
Fiore Furniture
First Presbyterian Church
First Stop Shop, Inc.
Fraternal Order of Police Bald Eagle Lodge #51
Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #8
Frederick Lock & Key, Inc.
Freedom Excursions by Scully, LLC
Freedom RV Rentals, LLC
Furrer Beverage Co., Inc.
G.B. Wineland & Son, Inc.
Geisinger Health Plan
Global Impact
Gold Wing Road Riders Association Chapter PAS
Good Advertising
Graystone Court
Greendown Acres Mobile Home Park
G&R Excavating
Griffith & Petz Co.
Gwin, Dobson & Foreman
Haberstroh, Sullivan, Keating & George, LLP
Heidelberg Country Club
Hollidaysburg Area Junior High School Student 
Body
Home Health Resource
Home Nursing Agency
Investment Savings Bank
Jack & George’s
Jaffa Temple Altoona Shrine Club
Jim Bryan’s Tree Trimming & Removal
J. Kirk Kling Law Office
Jones Funeral Home
Keystone Custom Homes
Keystone Real Estate Group, LP 
Kids First Blair County/Lily Pond
Kiwanis Club of Tyrone
Klesius & Sheedy, Inc.
Knights of Columbus Council 551
Kopp Drug
Kranich’s, Inc.
Ladies of Virtue Foundation, Inc. 
Lakemont Lions Club, Inc.
Lake Raystown Resort 
Llyswen United Methodist Church
Logan Lodge #490 F&AM
Longstreth Brothers, Inc.
Loyal Order of Moose, Altoona Family Center #74
Lumax Lighting
Lung Disease Center of Central PA 
M&M Roofing & Contracting, Inc.
Mainline Medical Associates
Manpower
Marianna’s Fundraisers, Inc.
Mariska Eash Realtor, Re/Max Results Realty
Martin Oil Company
Mathew Greenwald & Associates, Inc.
McAleer’s Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning
McCloskey Builders, Inc.
Mike’s Court
Moore Power Sales
Moses & Associates, P.C.
Mountain Lodge #281 – Free & Accepted Masons
Mount Aloysius College – Physical Therapy Club
Musical Society Unter Uns
Nimquin, Inc.
Nittany Building Specialties, Inc.
Overhead Door Company of Blair County
Passarello Law Office
Pennsylvania Highlands Community College
Photo Flare
P. Joseph Lehman, Inc. Consulting Engineers
Presbytery of Huntingdon
Priority Management & Associates
Ravine, Inc.
Re/Max Results Realty Group
Riley, Inc.
Ritchey’s Dairy, Inc.
Rockhill Realty, LLC
Rotary Club of Roaring Spring
Sacred Heart Church
Saleme Insurance Services, Inc.
Secure-Tec, Inc.
Sigel’s School of Dance
Spherion
Splish Splash Auto Bath 
Stanley J. Krish Funeral Home, Inc.
St. Joseph Institute
Sub Zero Ice Cream & Yogurt
Teeter Group
The Crossroad
The EADS Group
The Lytle Group
The Meadows Original Frozen Custard of 
Hollidaysburg
The Medicine Shoppe
The Village at Morrisons Cove
The Winds at Mattern Orchard
Tom & Joe’s Restaurant, LLC
Travelling Tator Trucks, LLC
Tri-Star Ford of Tyrone
Tyrone Area Community Organization
United Veterans Association of Blair County
University Orthopedics Center
Wachovia Securities
WJAC-TV

Operation Our Town was founded in 2006 with the support of many local businesses.  The 
following founding businesses with an asterisk (*) committed at least $10,000 per year for 
three years to fund local efforts to take back our neighborhoods from drugs and violent crime.

The success of Operation Our Town, combined with the desire to improve our community, 
has led additional local businesses to continue the work begun by our founding members by 
also pledging at least $10,000 per year for three years to support local programs proven to 
reduce drug use and crime.

Operation Our Town Donors

 JR DiAndrea, Publisher
 Segan Smith, Project Manager
 Vince Duffy, Creative Director
 DiAndrea Media, Inc., Advertising
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