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   Our community members 
have been hearing more about 
the opioid crisis in the last 
five years due to the increased 
death toll, heightened media 
coverage, and the recent 
amplified legislative attention.  
Unfortunately, the story of the 
opioid crisis has been a reality 
for our communities and 

families since the late 1990’s.  
The opioid crisis has its roots in 
the expansion of more powerful 
opioid pain medications that 
are highly addictive.  There 
are many reasons for the 
increase in the use of these 
drugs and how they have 
impacted our communities.
   Data from the newly launched 

Prescription Drug Monitoring 
Program in August of 2016 
identified Blair County as 
the number two prescriber of 
Schedule 2 narcotics (opioid) 
and the number one dispenser 
in the state of Pennsylvania.  
One data point for Blair County 
shows for two opioid pain 
medications (hydrocodone and 

oxycodone) over 500,000 pills 
are being dispensed per month 
(July 2017).  The opioid crisis 
also includes heroin, which 
is an opioid.  Heroin shares 
the same receptor sites in the 
brain.  It can be substituted and 
provide relief from physical 
withdrawal of opioid-based 
pain medications.  In the last 

4-5 years, there have been 
significant issues with the 
heroin supply in the United 
States.  The heroin produced 
in Mexico was being cut with 
a synthetic substance that 
increased the potency of the 
product that was making its 
way to the streets of America.
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   Logan Township 
Police Department, together 
with Operation Our Town 
and the Blair County District 
Attorney’s Office, are pleased 
to announce the addition of 

Freddy, Logan Township Police 
Department’s new drug K9!
 Freddy is a one year 
old Belgian Malinois, who 
will serve the community with 
his handler, Logan Township 
Police Officer Alex Vazquez.  
K9 Freddy and Officer Vazquez 
completed a six-week training 
at Shallow Creek Kennels 
and Freddy began his first day 
on the job on November 13, 
2017.  Officer Vazquez stated, 
“Freddy and I have developed 
an unbreakable bond since 
we started working together.  
We have been involved in 
several searches which include 
the Altoona Area Vo-Tech 
School and the Blair County 

Continued on A19

It seems that more and more 
frequently we are hearing a 
story on the local or national 
news reporting the frightening 
effects of bullying.  Adults often 
ask the question of educators, 
“Why is bullying so much 
more prevalent now than it was 
when we were young?  Why 
are kids today so mean to each 
other?”  It may very well be less 
about how kids have changed 
over the years and more 
about changes in the world in 
which our children are living.

A common misconception 
is that anytime one child says 
something that is not nice 
to another child, he or she 
is being a bully.  However, 
bullying involves more than 
just an occasional unkind 
comment.  Stopbullying.gov 
defines bullying as unwanted, 
aggressive behavior among 
school-aged children that 
involves a real or perceived 

BULLYING 
HOTLINE

By Dr. Francine Endler, Director of 
Curriculum, Hollidaysburg Area 

School District & Dr. Robert Gildea, 
Superintendent of Schools, 

Hollidaysburg Area School District

Continued on A4
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       Congratulations to Ella 
Strawmier, an 8th grader at Altoona 
Area Junior High School, whose 
essay was chosen out of 233 entries 
as the winner of the Altoona Mirror 
and Operation Our Town Essay 
Contest!  Ella received over $250 
in gift cards to DQ Grill & Chill 
located in Duncansville, Logan 

Town Centre Altoona, and Valley 
View Blvd. Altoona.  Co-sponsors of 
the Essay Contest were the Altoona 
Mirror, Imler’s Poultry, and DQ 
Grill & Chill.  Below is Ella’s essay 
on why being drug & alcohol free 
is important to a student’s success:
Original Essay. Submitted 
by: Ella Strawmier

“The future belongs to those who 
believe in the beauty of their dreams,” 
Eleanor Roosevelt once said.  
Futures are simply the outcomes of 
people’s lives.  Some people have 
good outcomes, while others do 
not.  If someone puts in the effort 
to be successful, it usually works 
out.  Being drug and alcohol free 

is important to a student’s success.  
This is important because drugs 
and alcohol can cause problems 
with relationships and health.
The consumption of drugs and 
alcohol can cause problems with the 
relationships of family members.  
The formal definition for the word 
family is “all the descendants of a 

common ancestor.”  Families are 
so much more than this.  They are 
people that look out for each other, 
promote success, or offer a shoulder 
to lean on.  When a person uses 
substances such as alcohol or drugs, 
they distance themselves from 
family members.  They put drugs 

Continued on A11

LOCAL STUDENT WINS ESSAY COMPETITION
By Shawna Hoover, OOT Executive Coordinator

AREA SCHOOLS TAKE A STAND AGAINST BULLYING!

NEW DRUG SEARCHING K9 MAKING LEAPS AND BARKS
By Shawna Hoover, OOT Executive Coordinator
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Pictured from left to right:  Randy Feathers (OOT Board Member), Matthew Fownes (Owner, Dairy Queen Blair County), 
Ella Strawmier (Essay Contest Winner), Clyde Monahan (General Manager, Imler’s Poultry), Melissa Farabaugh (Director of Operations, DQ Grill & Chill) 

Prison.  We have continued 
our in-service training and 
everything has been going 
great.  I can’t thank everyone 
enough for my amazing 
partner and I look forward 
to what the future holds.”
 Freddy was made 
possible through the assistance 
of Operation Our Town, the 
Blair County District Attorney’s 
Office, and the generosity of 
individuals, businesses, and 
organizations that donated to 
Operation K9, a fundraising 

campaign that Operation Our 
Town held to raise money for 
the new drug K9 at the Logan 
Township Police Department, 
after their previous drug 
K9, Vilo, retired in August 
2017.  The community 
donated to Operation K9 
through a GoFundMe page 
and mail-in donations, which 
raised over $5,000 towards 
the purchase of Freddy.
 Logan Township 
Police Chief Tim Mercer 

BULLYING: WHAT PARENTS CAN DO
 Hully Hoover, Guidance Department Chair, Hollidaysburg Area School District

   There are many warning 
signs that may indicate that 
your child is affected by 
bullying.  Recognizing the 
warning signs is an important 
first step in taking action 
against bullying. Not all 
children who are bullied ask 

for help.  It is important to 
talk with your child if he/she 
shows signs of being bullied.
   These warning signs can 
also point to other issues or 
problems, such as depression 
or substance abuse.  Talking 
to your child can help identify 

the root of the problem.
   Signs a Child is Being 
Bullied
   Look for changes in your 
child.  However, be aware 
that not all children who are 
bullied exhibit warning signs.

Some signs that may point to a 
bullying problem are: 
- Unexplainable injuries
- Lost or destroyed clothing, 
books, electronics, or jewelry
- Frequent headaches or 
stomach aches, feeling 

Continued on A7



A national look: 
The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) 
has a searchable database 
called CDC Wonder.  The CDC 
estimates that there were more 
than 64,000 overdose deaths 
in the United States in 2016.  
To put this into perspective, 
overdose deaths in the United 
States kill more Americans 
every three weeks than were 
killed on 9/11, kills more 
Americans every year than were 
killed in the entire Vietnam 
War, and is the leading killer of 
Americans under the age of 50.  

The opioid epidemic keeps 
getting worse, in part due to new 
types of drugs finding their way 
onto the streets.  Fentanyl and 
its analogs, a synthetic form of 
heroin, are a major factor in the 
increase of overdose deaths.  
Fentanyl is deadly because it 
is so much more potent than 
heroin, a lethal dose of heroin 
is considered to be equivalent 
to about 30 milligrams, a 
lethal dose of fentanyl or 
its analogs is considered to 
be a 3 milligram dose.  For 
those not familiar with the 
metric system, 3 milligrams 
is about 7 grains of table salt.  

The sharpest increase in 
overdose deaths in 2016 was 
involving the use of fentanyl 
and fentanyl analogs.  The CDC 

estimates that fentanyl and 
fentanyl analogs contributed 
to over 20,000 of these deaths, 
with heroin a close second 

being attributed to over 15,000 
deaths.  Ranked third is the 
semi or fully synthetic opioid 
analgesic medications such as 
hydrocodone, hydromorphone, 
and oxycodone contributing 
to just over 14,000 deaths.  

P e n n s y l v a n i a : 
According to the Department 

of Justice (DOJ), in 2015 there 
were 3,383 fatal overdoses in 
Pennsylvania.  We currently 
have the 2016 data which 
indicates that there were 
4,642 fatal overdoses in 
Pennsylvania, which was 
a 37% increase from 2015.  
Also noted was that 78% of 
Pennsylvania counties had 
overdose death rates higher 

than the national average.  
P a r t n e r s h i p s :
As the epidemic continues, 

new partnerships develop 

which result in new strategies 
to combat it.  Partnerships have 
involved law enforcement, 
education, treatment, and 
medical professionals, to name 
a few.  These partnerships are 
combining agencies at the 
federal, state, and local levels, 
and crossing municipal, county, 
and state lines.  Pennsylvania is 
taking an active role in building 
these partnerships to develop 
new and innovative strategies 
to combat this epidemic.

One example of a highly 
effective strategy is the 
Prescription Drug Monitoring 
Program, which is a tool used 
for reducing prescription drug 
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Operation Our Town created 
the It Pays to Pass Program 
two years ago to encourage 
kids in grades 7 through 12 
to develop good habits and 
reward them for continuing to 
make the right choices.  The It 
Pays to Pass Program rewards 
students that participate in the 
Hollidaysburg Area School 
District’s voluntary drug testing 
program.  The purpose of the 
program is to assist students to 
remain drug-free and to give 
students an excuse to not give 
in to peer pressure if they were 
asked to try drugs or alcohol.  

Each year, the Hollidaysburg 
School District provides a 
packet to all Junior and Senior 
High students and families 
to sign up for the district’s 
voluntary drug & alcohol 
testing program.  Students 
and parents must complete the 
consent packet.  Upon turning 
in the consent packet, the 
students are given an It Pays 
to Pass t-shirt provided by 
Operation Our Town.  Student 

names are put in a lottery 
system and each week students 
are randomly picked from the 
lottery to be tested.  If a student 
passes the 5 panel drug screen 
or the alcohol mouth swab test, 
they are given a $25 Sheetz gift 
card provided by Operation Our 
Town through the sponsorship 
of local businesses.  Parents 
are notified of the test and the 
results.  If a student does not 
pass the test, a non-punitive 
system is used.  They are not 
punished at school, however, 
they must sign up for drug 
counseling or a rehab program.  
They are also referred to 
the school SAP (Student 
Assistance Program) team. 

In the Junior High, 41 students 
have chosen to participate 
in the program in the 2017-
2018 school year, which has 
doubled from the 2016-2017 
school year.  The Junior High 
randomly tests one student 
each week.  Wendy Lieb, 
Hollidaysburg Junior High 

Voluntary Drug Testing 
Program 
By Shawna Hoover, OOT Executive Coordinator

2017 Law Enforcement Year in Review
By Barry Howe, Regional Director, PA Office of Attorney General, Bureau of Narcotics Investigation & Drug Control
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Source: Operation Our Town 2017

Operation Our Town has 
created a strong partnership 
with law enforcement in Blair 
County.  That partnership 
began when Operation Our 
Town was created over ten 
years ago, and has continued 
to strengthen over the years.  
The goal of Operation Our 
Town of “Taking Back Our 
Neighborhoods” is a shared 
vision among law enforcement 
and the community to make 
our community a great place 
to live.  That goal cannot be 
met without the collaboration 
and support between 
law enforcement and the 
community working together.

To show our gratitude to all 
Blair County law enforcement 
that risk their lives every day, 
Operation Our Town began the 
Honor the Badge campaign 

in 2017 to show community 
support for Blair County law 
enforcement.  The campaign 

began with billboards that 
were posted throughout the 
summer that displayed the 
message, “Honor the Badge, 
We Support Blair County 
Law Enforcement.”  An 

appreciation picnic was also 
held during the summer for 
Blair County law enforcement.

Operation Our Town is 
continuing the Honor the Badge 
campaign into 2018 through 

an awareness campaign and 
distributing signage throughout 
the community.  Signage such 
as window clings will be 
available for the community 
to display at their homes and 
businesses.  Operation Our 
Town would like to thank the 
following Blair County social 
clubs for their donations that 
went toward the purchase of 
the signage:  Allegheny Club 
of Hollidaysburg, Bavarian 
Aid Society, Bellwood 
Eagles, Cesare Battisti Club, 
Juniata VFW, and Knights of 
Columbus Council 551.

If you or your community 
group would like to show your 
support for Blair County law 
enforcement by displaying 
Honor the Badge signage, 
please contact Executive 
Coordinator Shawna Hoover 
at (814) 296-8730 or 
shawna@operationourtown.
org.

Honor The Badge 
By Shawna Hoover, OOT Executive Coordinator

Pictured: Lethal dose of Fentanyl



Prevention     Law Enforcement      

The Blair County District 
Attorney’s Office and Operation 
Our Town share a common 
mission of ensuring public 
safety.  Serious and violent 
crimes continue to threaten this 
safety.  Operation Our Town 
is a proven partner in “Taking 
Back Our Neighborhoods.”  
From the beginning, Operation 
Our Town partnered with 
us in law enforcement to 
improve equipment; support 
special operations; and 
assist in securing a drug 
prosecutor.  As a result, 
offenders committing drug and 
drug-related crimes or other 
violent offenses are afforded 
thorough investigations 
and fair prosecutions.

Ensuring public safety is 
not only accomplished by 
enforcing the law.  Prevention 
is equally important.  Operation 
Our Town and the District 
Attorney’s Office joined forces 
with the police departments 
in Hollidaysburg, Tyrone, 
Logan Township, and Altoona 
to protect our community 
with the installation and 
promotion of Medication 
Collection Boxes.  The 
Medication Collection Boxes 
are an effective way to prevent 
legally obtained opiates from 
being diverted for illicit abuse 
by others.  (See the Statistics 
included in this newsletter 
for a quarterly breakdown).  
Every person who uses a drop 

box is a local crime fighter!
Although the District 

Attorney’s Office works to 
dismantle the organizations 
profiting from drug dealing 
and resultant crimes, we 
increasingly see the cross-
over of drug addiction and 
drug related issues in the 
commission of child abuse and 
elder abuse crimes.  The District 
Attorney’s Office, along with 
other community agencies like 
Family Services, Inc., Blair 
County Children and Youth 
Services, and Blair Health 
Choices, pooled resources to 
operate a Multi-Disciplinary 
Investigative Team (MDIT) 
and a Child Advocacy Center 
in Blair County to reduce the 
trauma to children and solidify 
the prosecutions of child 
molesters.  To combat elder 
abuse, the District Attorney’s 
Office works closely with Blair 
Senior Services to identify and 
prosecute the exploitation of 
older adults, including those 
financially devastated by the 
addiction of a family member.

Many claim that drug 
trafficking and drug use are 
victimless and nonviolent 
crimes that unnecessarily 
burden our prison systems. 
This is simply not true.  
Drug use impacts society, 
communities, and families.  
Those who sell and use 
drugs will commit crimes of 
violence to protect their trade 

and obtain their high.  These 
crimes range from domestic 
abuse stemming from drug use, 
burglaries and thefts to obtain 
money and drugs, the illegal 
use and possession of firearms 
to facilitate drug offenses, and 
even shootings and other acts 
of violence by those involved 
in drug trafficking.  The District 
Attorney’s Office, along with 
law enforcement throughout 
Blair County, will continue 
to bring these offenders to 
justice.  While we believe in 
providing treatment options 
for criminals who have drug 
and alcohol addictions, we 
remain committed to holding 
the safety of the community 
and the quest for victims 
above accommodations for 
those who commit crimes.

We, in law enforcement, 
continue to adapt to the 
changes in the laws and 
tactics of the drug dealers to 
stay ten steps ahead of the 
offenders.  The collaboration 
that we have between the 
business community, drug and 
alcohol treatment agencies, 
and prevention and social 
service groups is directly 
related to Operation Our 
Town and unmatched in 
other communities.  It is this 
collaboration that strengthens 
and unifies us in our shared 
mission for a safer Blair County.

stated, “The support shown 
to the Logan Township Police 
Department from Operation 
Our Town, the Blair County 
District Attorney’s Office, and 
the citizens of our community 
is extremely humbling.  The 
Logan Township Police 
Department has a proud 
tradition of utilizing police 
canines to better serve and 
protect our community.  With 
the support of Operation 
Our Town, the Blair County 
District Attorney’s Office, and 
the citizens of our community, 
we can now continue this 
tradition.  The costs associated 
with maintaining a police 
canine program, from the 
initial purchase of the canine, 
to the intense training for the 
handler and ongoing veterinary 
bills, are significant.  We also 
have numerous equipment 
costs, such as a new police 
vehicle outfitted with a special 
canine cage with temperature 
monitoring capabilities, 
and canine supplies.  Local 
municipal budgets are tight, 
so assistance from outside 
agencies and the community 
is greatly appreciated.  Our 

dog Freddy is cross-trained 
in narcotic detection and 
patrol capabilities.  We will 
utilize Freddy to locate illegal 
drugs before they make it to 
the streets in our community.  
Freddy will also be used to 
conduct locker searches in 
school districts across Blair 
County to help make our 
schools a safer environment for 
our students to learn and grow.  
Freddy’s patrol capabilities will 
greatly enhance our officers’ 
safety when confronting 
dangerous individuals.”
  In December 2017, Fiore 
Toyota presented a donation of 
$17,000 to the Logan Township 
Police Department toward the 
cost of purchasing a second 
drug K9 for the department.  
Chief Tim Mercer stated, 
“The Logan Township Police 
Department has historically 
had two drug K9’s in the past, 
and this donation will bring 
us back to full complement.”  
The department will conduct 
a search for a handler for 
the second drug K9 and 
plans to have them attend d 
training in the spring of 2018.        

CO M M U N I T Y
2007 - 2017 OOT Money Raised

$2,776,075 $88,780 

$823,587

$255,124 
2007 - 2017 OOT Grants Awarded

$2,012,373 $1,072,492 $271,858 
$203,790 

2017 Results

Individuals     Organizations     Businesses     Federal Grants Grants Awarded      Funds Raised
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Operation Our Town holds 
a grant cycle once a year to 
support programs aimed at 
the education and prevention 
of drug use in Blair County.  
All nonprofit organizations, 
schools, and government 
agencies are eligible for grant 

consideration.
The 2018 Grant Cycle will 

open on May 1, 2018 with a 
deadline for grant applications 
on June 8, 2018.  Applicants 
have the option of using the 
“$2,999 & Under” or “$3,000 
& Above” grant applications 

to apply for funding.  For more 
information, please visit www.
operationourtown.org and 

click on the Grants tab 
on the homepage.

A total of over 
$47,000 in grants were 
awarded by Operation 
Our Town during the 
2017 Grant Cycle to the 
following programs:

• Altoona Area 
School District ELECT 
Program:  ELECT 
Program Workshops 
& Groups

• Altoona Area 

School District Foundation:  
Project SOAR (Study, 
Overcome, Achieve, Reward)

• Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Blair County:  One-to-One 
Youth Mentoring

• Blair County Juvenile Drug 
Court Program

• Central Blair Recreation 
& Park Commission:  Themed 
Community Special Events 
Series

• Child Advocates of Blair 
County:  Choices Summer 
Program

• Evolution Expressions:  
Kids Arts for Healing Group

• Gloria Gates Memorial 
Foundation:  After School & 
Summer Program

• Hollidaysburg Area School 
District:  Student Voluntary 
Drug Testing

• Hollidaysburg Area 
YMCA:  Family Y-Nite

• The Door Student Services:  
The Palmer Technology Center

• The ROCK:  Kids 
Community Program

• United Way of Blair 
County:  Family Resource 
Center – Parents as Teachers 
Program and Make Parenting a 
Pleasure Parenting Class

A Message From The DA’s Office
By First Assistant District Attorney Peter J. Weeks

K9 OFFICER
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“Turn off that thing and 
go play outside!”  It’s the 
classic parent’s mandate.  We 
recognize at a primal level 
the importance of outdoor 
recreation for children.  Studies 
consistently show the myriad 
of benefits of unstructured 
play: physical fitness, cognitive 
development, increased 
social interaction, and better 
emotional health.  In a reversal 
of the trend of eliminating 
recess from schools, states 
such as Florida are enacting 
legislation mandating daily 
recess for elementary students.  
Recreation isn’t just for 
school-age children though.  

As our bodies age, maintaining 
a link with the outdoors and 
with physical activity remains 
every bit as important as when 
we were younger.  Everyone of 
every age and shape can benefit 
from interacting with the world 
outside their front door.

Despite all that talk however, 
opportunities for outdoor 
recreation are dwindling. 
Tightening municipal budgets, 
an increased fear of liability, 
and general apathy threaten 
the creation of new parks and 
allow existing parks to fall 
into disrepair.  Many folks 
know of a place that was dear 
in their youth but that has 

now crumbled with disuse.  
The Booker T. Washington 
Revitalization Corporation is 
doing what we can to change 
that situation, as we believe 
community parks are a vital 
piece of society.  Our group, 
made up entirely of local 
volunteers, seeks to improve 
central Blair County by 
creating and preserving those 
community parks and other 
recreational places.

Our efforts started in 2008 
with just a few people interested 
in replacing a basketball 
court.  That project grew and 
grew and, in time, became 

the Booker T. Washington 
Outdoor Facility, located at 
the corner of 19th Street and 
13th Avenue in Altoona.  Then, 
a refreshed Prospect Park, 
along 15th Street, followed in 
2014.  In 2017, we completed 
construction of the new 
Hamilton Park.  That park is 
found on East Cherry Avenue, 
near Juniata Gap Road.  Project 
delays pushed the completion 
late into the fall, but that means 
that our official ribbon cutting 
is just around the corner this 
spring! 

Hamilton Park is now 
home to completely new and 
refurbished features meant 
to serve the needs of new 
generations.  For restless 
children, we’ve built a rope 
climber big enough for dozens.  
For seniors, there are pickleball 
and badminton courts.  The 
baseball field that had stood 
under water for a large part of 
the year has been upgraded and 
is now usable for team practices 
and pick-up games.  Like 
any good neighborhood park, 
it’s located within walking 
distance of homes so that the 

community can incorporate the 
outdoors into their everyday 
routine.

As citizens interact with 
their surroundings, at parks or 
otherwise, relationships with 
neighbors are strengthened.  
Lives are enriched.  We’ve been 
fortunate to have partnered 
with Operation Our Town 
from the very beginning and 
multiple times over the years.  
The Operation Our Town 
board recognizes the impact 
of creating those community 
bonds on their own mission to 
reduce crime and drug activity.  
Public spaces inhabited by 
community members and their 
families are safer spaces.

With the continued support 
of groups like Operation 
Our Town and our network 
of volunteers, we intend to 
continue transforming public 
spaces here in Blair County.  
If you’re interested in our past 
projects or would like to join us 
for future ones, please visit our 
page at www.facebook.com/
BTWRP.  In the meantime, 
remember what your parents 
said and “Go Outside!”

Booker T. Washington Revitalization Corporation 

By David Cunningham, President

2017 Grant Recipients
By Shawna Hoover, OOT Executive Coordinator



Optimism runs through 
my veins.  My nature is to 
look on the bright side, even 
in arguably dim situations, 
and I have come to realize 
that this positive outlook will 
continue to play a role in who 
I am and what I do.  I first 
learned about Operation Our 
Town a couple years ago while 
pursuing summer internships.  
My undergraduate studies 
at Johnson University in 
Knoxville, Tennessee revolved 
around business and nonprofit 
organizations, so I was excited 
to have the opportunity to 
work alongside such a unique 
organization.  Having grown 
up in Blair County, leaving the 
area enabled me to come back 
with a fresh set of eyes and a 
new perspective on the work to 
be done here.

While my day to day 
work with Operation Our 
Town can vary depending 
on the upcoming events and 
meetings, the most rewarding 
work has come from my 
involvement with Operation 
Our Town’s annual grant cycle.  
Organizations throughout the 
community can apply for grant 
funding related to programs 
or projects that are making a 
positive impact on others and 
taking back our neighborhoods 
from the lingering negative 
effects caused by drug abuse 
and crime.

As an AmeriCorps Member, 
I have had the pleasure of 
visiting some of our 2017-2018 
grant recipients to both learn 
more about their programs 
and try to determine ways in 
which Operation Our Town 
can more effectively serve 
both them and our community.  
Having the opportunity to 
meet with these leaders in our 
community who are inspiring 
others to dream bigger is an 
experience rivaled by few.  
To name a few, community 
leaders like Dave Taylor from 
The Door, Ashleigh Nearhoof 
from Evolution Expressions, 
and Shanda Keith from The 
R.O.C.K. work every day to 
create lasting change and build 
community right here in Blair 
County.

Furthermore, in witnessing 
these programs in action, I 
have learned several valuable 
lessons, both about the 
organizations and myself.  One 
takeaway is the importance 
to invest in our local youth 
and families through after-
school and community 
programs.  As human beings, 
the relationships that we build 
with others can often lead to 
the most cherished memories.  
The time, money, and energy 
that each of us can offer are 
well worth the return as we are 
given the opportunity to watch 
young community members 

grow into vibrant, mature 
individuals who contribute 
to the overall economy 
and welfare of the area.  In 
addition, people do not have 
to be experts in their fields 
to start making a difference.  
Oftentimes, the best leaders 
are the ones who are willing 
to step up and take the lead, 
despite their shortcomings.

While there are many 
grant recipients that I have 
yet to visit and even more 
community leaders who have 
not yet partnered 
with Operation 
Our Town, I am 
optimistic that 2018 
has even greater 
things in store for 
community growth 
and those who 
work to see what 
we can build when 
we work together.  
Every day we are 
faced with choices: 
choices that can 
make or break a 
community.  If we 
set out together to 
build a mountain 
and fail, then at 
least we will have 
built a hill… though 
the optimist in me 
sees the mountain.

Every month, a 
summary of each of 
my grant recipient 

site visits is included in the 
Operation Our Town monthly 
newsletter.  You can access 
them on the OOT website at 

http://www.operationourtown.
org/newsletters.

2017 OOT Golf Tournament Results
By Randy Feathers, Golf Tournament Chairperson

Operation Our Town held its 
5th Annual Golf Tournament 
on September 19, 2017 at Park 
Hills Golf Club.  The golf 
tournament yielded a net profit 
of over $92,000 thanks to our 
53 teams and 143 sponsors!  
Many thanks, once again, 
goes out to the OOT Golf 
Committee, Park Hills Golf 
Club, and all volunteers who 
helped to make the event a 
success.

US Foods sponsored the 
Neighborhood BBQ on Monday 
evening in conjunction with 
the golf tournament.  The food 
was provided by US Foods and 
their chefs, Travis Seymore 
cooked several different flavors 
of wings, and beverages were 
provided by Furrer Beverage.  
Dana Thompson and 
Thompson Pharmacy provided 
the décor for the southern BBQ 
theme for the event, which 
complemented the warm 
weather that evening.  Golfers, 
sponsors, and OOT grant 
recipients enjoyed networking 
on the outdoor patio, along 
with the beautiful view that 
Park Hills Golf Club has to 
offer.

The Neighborhood BBQ 
included special appearances 
by former Penn State players 
Trey Bauer, Rogers Alexander, 
and Kenny Jackson.  Several 
community leaders were also 
recognized for their upcoming 
retirements and transition 
into other positions.  Logan 
Township Police Department 
K9 Vilo was recognized for 

his retirement after 9 years of 
serving alongside Officer Matt 
Lutz and protecting the Blair 
County community.  Judge 
Jolene Kopriva was recognized 
for her upcoming retirement 
and service after 30 years as a 
Common Pleas Judge.  Jackie 
Bernard was recognized for her 
service as Blair County First 
Assistant District Attorney and 
her upcoming transition to Blair 
County Judge.  Chief James Ott 
was recognized for his service 
as Chief of Duncansville Police 
Department and his upcoming 
transition to Blair County 
Sheriff.  The evening ended 
with a fun glow in the dark golf 
ball throw contest to win golf 
packages to local golf courses. 

The golf tournament was 
held on Tuesday and golfers 
had the opportunity to choose 
from an 8:00am or 1:00pm 
tee time.  Sheetz was the main 
food sponsor on Tuesday 
and provided a delicious 
breakfast and lunch, and 
snacks on the golf course.  
The golf tournament included 
the “Golden Ticket” contest 
in which ten golfers in the 
morning session and ten golfers 
in the afternoon session had the 
opportunity to putt for a $5,000 
cash prize donation from Park 
Hills Golf Club.  The winner 
of each session was the golfer 
that got their putt in the hole or 
closest to the hole.  The $5,000 
winner of the morning session 
was Jim Kinley and the $5,000 
winner of the afternoon session 
was Greg Geishauser.

The team that finished in first 
place included John Ventura, 
Matt Neumeyer, Harry 
Benjamin, and Darryl Owens.  
The second place team was RJ 
Endres, Matt Willinsky, Jason 
Boyer, and Martin Kyper.  The 
third place team was Richard 
Fiore Jr., Todd Homan, Doug 
Meyers, and Jason Link.  The 
first, second, and third place 
teams all received special golf 
gifts.

Save-the-Date for Operation 
Our Town’s 6th Annual Golf 
Tournament that will be held 
on Tuesday, September 18, 
2018 at Park Hills Golf Club 
and promises to be bigger and 
better than last year!  Golfers 
will still have the choice of an 
8:00am or 1:00pm tee time.  
Sheetz will also be providing 
a delicious breakfast and lunch 
for morning and afternoon 
golfers to enjoy before they tee 
off, so come hungry!  We will 
also be doing another exciting 
$5,000 putting contest for 
golfers!

Please consider supporting 
Operation Our Town through 
our annual golf tournament, 
as it has become one of our 
major fundraisers.  The money 
raised from this tournament 
goes towards funding law 
enforcement and prevention 
programs aimed at reducing 
drugs and crime in Blair County.  
Please contact Shawna Hoover 
at (814) 296-8730 or shawna@
operationourtown.org for more 
details on how you can support 
this year’s tournament!

BUILDING COMMUNITY IN BLAIR COUNTY
By Nick Gordon, PMSC AmeriCorps Member 
with Operation Our Town
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power imbalance.  The website 
adds that the behavior is 
repeated or has the potential 
to be repeated over time.

How often is bullying 
occurring?  According to the 
National Center of Education 
Statistics, about 21 percent of 
students (ages 12–18) reported 
being bullied at school during 
the school year.  Of students 
ages 12–18, about 13 percent 
reported that they were made 
fun of, called names, or 
insulted; 12 percent reported 
being the subject of rumors; 5 
percent reported that they were 
pushed, shoved, tripped, or 
spit on; and 5 percent reported 
being excluded from activities 
on purpose.  Additionally, 4 
percent of students reported 
being threatened with harm, 
3 percent reported that others 
tried to make them do things 
they did not want to do, and 
2 percent reported that their 
property was destroyed by 
others on purpose (NCES, 
2015).  Bullying is typically 
categorized into three 
types; verbal, physical, 
and social/relational. 

There have always been 
mean kids and there have 
always been bullying.  So 
what has changed to make 
bullying the focus of so much 
attention?  Thirty years ago, 
children had the opportunity 
to communicate with each 
other primarily in school, as 
well as on the way to and from 
school.  Outside of school 
and school-related activities, 
their exposure to peers was 
limited to communicating 
in the neighborhood or via 
telephone.  It was possible 
for a child to escape the 
stress of peer relations.

In today’s world, with the 
growing influence of the 
internet and social media, our 
children have no escape.  Social 
bullying begins in school and 
continues online on social 
media sites such as Twitter, 
Instagram, and Snapchat, 
often going undetected by 
parents and school officials.  
Students feel empowered 
to post things about others 
using their smartphones, often 
mean and hurtful comments 
they would never say in person.

It is imperative that parents 
and school employees 
work together to protect 
our children.  Local school 
districts emphasize bullying 
education at all grade levels.  
The Hollidaysburg Area 
School District has introduced 
a number of new initiatives 
during the 2017-2018 school 
year to address the topic 
of student wellness.  The 
guidance department is sending 
home monthly messages to 

all parents/guardians via the 
School Messenger system with 
helpful tips on how to meet 
their children’s wellness needs.  
A Student Wellness Advisory 
Team (SWAT) has been formed 
as well.  This committee, 
consisting of parents, students, 
community representatives, 
and staff members has been 
charged with creating an action 
plan that will enable us to better 
address the wellness needs 
of our children, including 
bullying and self-harm.    

Identifying an ongoing area 
of concern with bullying and 
the difficulty for students to 
anonymously report instances 
of bullying, several school 
districts in Blair County will 
be initiating the Safe Schools 
Helpline.  This national toll-
free monitoring service can 
receive information from 
students, parents, community 
members, or others who have 
suspicions or information 
about wrongdoing, bullying, or 
activities that are harmful to the 
mission of the school district.  
Although all school districts 
have existing options by which 
bullying can be reported, many 
districts wanted to ensure 
that there was a method by 
which reports could be made 
anonymously or directly to a 
source outside of the district to 
ensure anonymity.  In addition 
to voice reporting, a texting 
option is provided, as that is 
a means of communication 
preferred by many teens.  Once 
the call is received, trained 
personnel at the Safe Schools 
Helpline gather information 
and a detailed report is 
forwarded to a designated 
contact person at the 
appropriate school.  If the issue 
requires immediate attention 
and school is not in session, a 
call is made to the 911 Center.  
Operation Our Town has 
provided guidance and support 
as this plan was developed.

The districts and the Safe 
Schools Helpline are working 
on the final details of the 
program.  The hotline will 
be operational in early 2018.  

The wellness of our students 
is a top priority and shared 
responsibility for parents, the 
community, and school staff.  
It is imperative that we work 
together to ensure, not only that 
we are developing responsible 
and successful young adults, 
but that we are identifying and 
addressing issues of bullying 
as soon as they occur, in hopes 
that we can reduce its negative 
effects on our children.

BULLYING HOTLINE
Continued from A1



The Healthy Blair 
County Coalition (HBCC) 
is a partnership of local 
individuals and organizations 
working to promote the social, 
economic, emotional, and 
physical well-being of our 
community. The Steering 
Committee collaborates with 
a broader group of community 
stakeholders on whom the 
community decisions would 
have an impact, who had 
an interest in the effort, 
who represented diverse 
sectors of the community, 
and who were likely to be 
involved in developing and 
implementing strategies 
and activities. Currently, 
there are 127 community 
partners who represent 
individuals and organizations 
such as social services, 
government, planning, public 
health, education, hospitals, 
community foundations, 
healthcare providers/
behavioral health, businesses, 
economic development, 
criminal justice, libraries, 
drug and alcohol, health 
insurance/managed care, 
media, recreation, etc. These 
community partners have 
contributed by participating 
in the needs assessment, 
attending meetings, joining 
work groups and committees, 
funding and sponsorships, 
promotion of HBCC, and/
or participating/sponsoring 
programs and activities that 
support the strategies identified 
in the community health needs 
assessment.

The initiative began ten years 
ago with a community needs 
assessment that focused on ten 
areas: economics, education, 
environment, health, housing, 
leisure activity, safety, social, 

transportation, and 
other. Since then, our 
work groups have been 
meeting regularly to 
address the challenges 
and issues that were 
identified as major/
moderate concerns. 
The following 
highlights the activities 
and accomplishments 
of each work group.

Blair Drug and 
Alcohol Partnerships 
(BDAP) and their 
partners have 
continued to expand 
the work started 
through the Alcohol 
and Other Drugs Work 
Group which focuses 
on the physical health 
partnerships in our 
community. Their 
first major project was 
the implementation 
of SBIRT (Screening, 
Brief Intervention and 
Referral to Treatment) 
which includes 
substance abuse as an 
area screened during routine 
healthcare. As part of the 
project, physicians and other 
healthcare workers are trained 
to intervene and a protocol for 
referral to drug and alcohol 
services was developed. As a 
continuation of SBIRT, BDAP 
received a five-year Substance 
Abuse Mental Health Service 
Administration (SAMHSA) 
grant to collaborate with 
Empower3 on implementing 
SBIRT at their facility. There 
will also be ongoing training of 
the Altoona Family Physicians 
residency program on SBIRT 
and expansion to the clinical 
team of the Pregnancy Care 
Clinic in Altoona. There is 
now a 24/7 warm handoff 

from hospital emergency 
departments for substance use 
disorders. Training is provided 
to Pregnancy Care Units on 
identification and referral of 
pregnant substance abusing 
moms and moms to be. Over 
the next year, this work group 
will expand their efforts to 
further enhance collaboration 
between drug/alcohol services 
and our local healthcare 
providers.

The Bridges Network was 
formed to research model 
programs, provide training 
to better understand the 
underlying issues related to 
poverty in Blair County, and 
to network with other agencies 
and programs that provide 

resources for low-income 
residents. In cooperation with 
other community partners, the 
Bridges Network continues to 
conduct poverty simulations 
and host Bridges Out of Poverty 
trainings. Blair County was 
one of twelve counties from 
across the country to be chosen 
by the National Association 
of Counties (NACo) in 
partnership with the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation 
County Health Rankings & 
Roadmaps Programs to receive 
community coaching on efforts 
to reduce childhood poverty 
with an emphasis on youth 
connections. Based on the 
Measure of America Report, 
11.9% of youth and young 

adults ages 16-24 across the 
country are not in school or 
working. In Pennsylvania, that 
number was 12.3%. The data 
for Blair County indicates that 
over 2,100 youth and young 
adults (14.4%) are disconnected 
from school, the workforce, 
and our community. A Call 
to Action Summit on Youth 
Connections was conducted 
in October 2017 with over 205 
participants from all segments 
of Blair County attending. As 
a result, efforts to address the 
following five strategy areas 
are underway:

- School Attendance and 
Academic Success 

Operation Our Town Community Revitalization Roundtable Report
By Stephen McKnight, President/CEO, Altoona Blair County Development Corporation

Operation Our Town Day at DelGrosso’s Amusement Park
By Shawna Hoover, OOT Executive Coordinator

Healthy Blair 
County Coalition
By Coleen Heim, Director

Operation Our Town’s 
Community Revitalization 
Roundtable works to facilitate 
partnerships between the 
community, business, and our 
many urban neighborhoods 
to address the issues related 
to blight and disinvestment.  
Members come together in 
many different forums and 
groups to discuss strategies and 
tools that either exist or could 
be developed to revitalize core 
neighborhoods.

In 2017, members of the 
roundtable took part in and 

supported the creation of 
the City’s Blight Task Force.  
This activity falls directly 
into the roundtable’s overall 
agenda which includes: 1) 
Identification of “ready” 
investment opportunities that 
can be leveraged for adjacent 
or follow-on revitalization; 
2) Strategies to identify 
and assemble underutilized 
or under-valued property 
parcels for future reuse or 
redevelopment; 3) Tactics 
and sources to provide gap 
funding for new urban, higher 

density market rate housing 
development; 4) Incorporation 
of active transportation 
components/linkages and 
civic space enhancements 
in targeted corridors and 
neighborhoods; 5) Empower 
community stakeholders 
and residents to engage in 
investment opportunities.

The City’s Blight Task Force 
is working to identify blighted 
or decaying properties and 
to determine a potential 
intervention before demolition 
becomes inevitable.  Members 

are working with national 
experts to identify both 
existing and potentially 
new and innovative tools, 
communication, and strategies 
that can be deployed in this 
effort.  Simultaneously, there is 
interest among the members to 
identify and inventory vacant 
lots and houses that could 
be placed into a third-party 
control or entity.  A city “Land 
Bank” is being considered 
for 2018 which could help to 
address this component of the 
Task Force’s efforts.   

The link between a healthy, 
safe, and vibrant community 
is inseparable to the quality 
and function of its built 
environment.  Communities 
that invest in and plan for 
the best possible place-based 
outcomes are the communities 
that are realizing higher rates 
of investment, talent attraction, 
and overall economic and 
social revitalization.

The second Operation Our 
Town Day at DelGrosso’s 
Amusement Park and Laguna 
Splash was held on August 17, 
2017.  For each coupon that 
was redeemed that day, $3.00 
was donated to Operation Our 
Town.  A total of 462 coupons 
were used that day, which was 
an increase of 189 coupons 
from last year, resulting in a 
donation of $1,386 to Operation 
Our Town!

Operation Our Town had 
a booth at the main entrance 
to the park and distributed 
“The Best Me is Drug Free” 
wristbands, drug prevention 
information, and provided a 

drug-free pledge banner to 
sign to get a free OOT t-shirt.  
Child fingerprinting was also 

provided by PA State Police 
Trooper Jeff Petucci.  Jim 
Walstrom and his dog Storm 

conducted two drug sniffing 
demonstrations at the stage for 
park guests to watch.

The owners 
and management 
team at 
D e l G r o s s o ’ s 
Park value the 
o p p o r t u n i t y 
to work with 
c o m m u n i t y 
g r o u p s .  
Operation Our 
Town Day at 
the park allows 
families to come 
together and 
enjoy time while 
e x p e r i e n c i n g 

the Operation Our Town 
presentations.

“If we have just one of our 
park guests make a drug-free 
decision after hearing what 
they learned during the day, 
then it was worth it,” says 
Amy Mearkle – Director of 
Marketing for DelGrosso’s 
Park & Laguna Splash.

Mark your calendars for 
August 16, 2018 for the third 
Operation Our Town Day 
at DelGrosso’s!  We thank 
DelGrosso’s Amusement Park 
for their continued support and 
look forward to another fun-
filled day!
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Keep it safe
Value Drug Company is helping independent 
community pharmacists keep their communities 

safe from drug abuse and addiction.

Duncansville | Pennsylvania
www.valuedrugco.com
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sick or faking illness
● Changes in eating habits, like 
suddenly skipping meals or 
binge eating.  Kids may come 
home from school hungry 
because they did not eat lunch
● Difficulty sleeping 
or frequent nightmares
● Declining grades, loss of 
interest in schoolwork, or 
not wanting to go to school
● Sudden loss of friends or 
avoidance of social situations
● Feelings of helplessness 
or decreased self-esteem
●Self-destructive behaviors 
such as runnin g away from 
home, harming themselves, 
or talking about suicide

 Keep the Lines of 
Communication Open
Research tells us that children 

really do look to parents and 
caregivers for advice and help 
on tough decisions.  Sometimes 
spending 15 minutes a day 
talking can reassure your 
child that they can talk to 
you if they have a problem. 

Start conversations about 
daily life and feelings 
with questions like these:
● What was one good 
thing that happened 
today?  Any bad things?
● What is lunch time like at 
your school?  Who do you sit 
with?  What do you talk about?
● What is it like to 
ride the school bus?
● What are you good at?  What 
do you like best about yourself?

Talking about bullying 

directly is an important step 
in understanding how the 
issue might be affecting your 
child.  There are no right 
or wrong answers to these 
questions, but it is important 
to encourage kids to answer 
them honestly.  Assure that he/
she is not alone in addressing 
any problems that arise. 
What should you do if your 
child is experiencing bullying?
If you believe that your child 
is experiencing bullying or he/
she has reported bullying to 
you, encourage your child to 
talk to you.  Listen and focus 
on what your child is saying 
and show him/her that you 
want to help.  Assure your 
child that bullying is not their 
fault! Also understand that 
the incidents may be hard for 
your child to talk about, and be 
accepting of this.  When your 
child is ready to talk, help him/
her work through the issue.  It 

is appropriate to provide your 
child with advice about what 
to do, seeking help from a 
professional school employee 
like the guidance counselor, 
principal, or Dean of Students.

Here are some suggested 
“Conversation Starters” 
to encourage your child 
to communicate properly:  
● Asking what would 
make him/her feel safe?
● Remind your child that 
bullying is not his/her fault.
● Discussing a “game 
plan” to seek help.
● Encouraging your child to 
have open communication with 
you and a guidance counselor, 
principal, or Dean of Students.
● Reminding your child 
that bullying may not end 
overnight, and that he/she 
needs to be persistent in seeking 
ways to stop the bullying.

 In addition to the main 
golf tournament, Operation 
Our Town held its 4th Annual 
Tee Off Against Drugs 
Student Golf Tournament 
on September 18, 2017 at 
Park Hills Golf Club for high 
school golf teams from Blair 
and surrounding counties.  A 
total of 136 students from 18 
school districts participated!
   To start off the event, Sheetz 
provided a delicious lunch and 
smoothies for all student golfers 
and coaches.  The Student 
Golf Tournament included an 
exciting prize for the winning 
golf teams.  A $2,500 grant was 
to be awarded to the winning 
boys and girls team’s school 
district to be used for a current 
or new school program that 
is aimed at the education and 
prevention of drug use.  The 
winning boys team was Bishop 
McCort Catholic High School 
and the winning girls team 
was Forest Hills High School.  
  Bishop McCort plans to use 
their grant to help continue 
their monthly random drug 
testing program, which will 
also include drug prevention 
education.  Forest Hills plans to 
use their grant on a motivational 
speaker to talk about drugs and 
alcohol and how it affected 
their life and the lives of others.
  The 5th Annual Tee Off 
Against Drugs Student Golf 
Tournament will be held on 
Monday, September 17, 2018 
at Park Hills Golf Club.  This 
year’s tournament will include 
the return of the $2,500 grant 
to the winning boys and girls 
team’s school district to be 
used for a current or new 
school program that is aimed 
at the education and prevention 

of drug use.  Businesses 
also have the opportunity to 
sponsor a school district of 
their choice for $500, which 
will include signage displayed 
at the event on September 17th.
  We look forward to continuing 
the Tee Off Against Drugs 
Student Golf Tournament to 
educate students on the mission 
of Operation Our Town.  If 
your business would like to 
sponsor a school district in 
the Student Golf Tournament, 
please contact Shawna Hoover 
at (814) 296-8730 or shawna@
operationourtown.org for 
more details on how you can 
support this year’s tournament!    

2017 Tee Off 
Against Drug
Student Golf
Tournament
By Shawna Hoover, 
OOT Executive Coordinator

BULLYING: WHAT PARENTS CAN DO
Continued from A1
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I’m very excited to relate 
the Pharmacy Roundtable’s 
accomplishments during 2017 
and our vision for projects in 
2018.  I would like to start by 
thanking the Operation Our 
Town Board of Directors for 
their unconditional support 
of our work and thank 
the Pharmacy Roundtable 
members that faithfully arrive 
at our 7:15 AM meetings every 
month. 

Our work is guided by the 
need in our communities to 
decrease the availability of 
prescription opioid drugs for 
abuse and diversion.  If we 
are successful in our attempts 
to reduce the supply of these 
drugs, there will be much less 
opportunity for addiction and 
subsequent adverse health 
outcomes and deaths from the 
agents that otherwise serve 
a very important need of 
alleviating pain in those with 
legitimate medical conditions.  
Pharmacists continue to be 
on the front lines in assisting 
with dealing with the opioid 
epidemic that is seizing our 
nation.

I would like to begin by 
discussing some findings 
by The Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) that 
help define the monster that we 
face. 

The Drug Enforcement 
Administration notes in its 
2017 Drug Threat Assessment 
that drug poisoning deaths are 
the leading cause of injury 
death in the United States; 
they are currently at their 
highest ever recorded level 
and, every year since 2011, 
have outnumbered deaths 
by firearms, motor vehicle 
crashes, suicide, and homicide.  
In 2015, approximately 140 
people died every day from 
drug poisoning.  Additionally, 
2015 SDUH data indicates 
that 53.7 percent of people 
aged 12 or older who misused 
Controlled Prescription Drugs 
(CPDs) (i.e., pain relievers, 
tranquilizers, stimulants, and 
sedatives) were “given by, 
bought from, or took from a 
friend or relative.”  Of these 
misusers of CPDs, 40.5 percent 
got their most recently used 
prescription pain relievers 
“from a friend or relative for 
free.”  In the OOT Pharmacy 
Roundtable, we see our role 
as mitigating this epidemic 

through education, awareness, 
and tools to be a solid partner 
in the war on drug addiction.

One of our focuses this past 
year has been to increase public 
awareness of the availability of 
medication collection boxes 
in the community for the 
disposal of no longer needed 
medications to get them out 
of places where they can be 
diverted.  One of the primary 
sources of drugs contributing 
to the epidemic is readily 
available access to unused 
medications that remain in a 
household for easy access to 
those that want to use them 
for illegitimate use.  There are 
currently collection boxes in our 
communities at police stations 
in Altoona, Hollidaysburg, 
Logan Township, and Tyrone 
for persons to dispose of 
medications no longer 
necessary or from patients 
that have passed away.  
Another related effort has been 
undertaken by Blair Drug and 
Alcohol Partnerships through 
their program to increase the 
use of medication lockboxes 
to secure medications that 
are actively being taken by 
patients.  This past year, 
Value Drug Company in 
Duncansville provided free 
Deterra drug disposal bags 
to many pharmacies in Blair 
County to distribute to patients 
taking prescription opioids.

During 2017, we also 
provided Speaker Bureau 
presentations for community 
groups, outlining the dangers 
and resources for drug use, 
abuse, and diversion, which 
have been given on several 
occasions by members of the 
Pharmacy Roundtable.  Thank 
you to those members for 
giving of their personal time 
to educate the community 
and community groups of our 
efforts and the importance 
of awareness of the opioid 
epidemic.

The Prescription Drug 
Monitoring Program, a 
database of prescription drug 
prescribing and dispensing 
data available for practitioners 
to monitor the prescription 
drug activity of patients using 
prescription opioids, continues 
to be an effective tool for 
doctors and pharmacists to 
identify those patients that may 
be obtaining drugs through 
deceptive practices.

Finally, we have 
distributed three 
quarterly Pharmacy 
R o u n d t a b l e 
N e w s l e t t e r s , 
distributed to 
pharmacies to 
provide timely 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
and resources 
for pharmacies, 
allowing them to be 
on the forefront of 
the fight against the 
opioid epidemic.

For 2018, we will 
focus on providing 
training for 
pharmacists on how 
to detect the signs 
of addiction and 
assist patients with 
obtaining effective, 
community-based 
treatment.

As we enter 2018, 
with the heightened 
awareness of 
prescription drug 
abuse and addiction, 
we will continue 
to enhance our 
efforts with these 
programs that we 
have developed.  
Pharmacists have 
the opportunity to 
be recognized as 
community leaders 
in the fight against 
this epidemic, and 
we are prepared 
to arm them with 
resources and 
education to not 
only participate, but 
help lead this effort.  
A new topic that 
we will continue 
to highlight and 
promote is the use of 
Naloxone to prevent 
deaths from opioid 
overdose.  We also 
will be providing 
pharmacists with referral 
cards to dispense with each 
Naloxone prescription to help 
with our pharmacist focus on 
addiction treatment referral.  
The Pennsylvania Physician 
General has issued a standing 
order allowing pharmacists 
to provide Naloxone to first 
responders, persons at-risk 
for overdose, and friends and 
family of those at-risk.  If you 
are addicted to prescription 
opioids or heroin, or are part 
of a support system for those 
at-risk for overdose, please 
talk to your pharmacist to see 
how you can obtain Naloxone 
for use to bring someone back 
from an overdose and prevent 

unnecessary deaths.
As you can see, we’ve had 

our hands full this past year, 
and I would like to thank 
not only the pharmacist and 
medical prescriber members 
of the Pharmacy Roundtable, 
who get their Friday morning 
started once a month with 
our 7:15 AM Roundtable 
meetings, but also the Blair 
County District Attorney’s 
Office, the Pennsylvania Office 
of Attorney General, law 
enforcement representatives 
from throughout the county, 
Value Drug Company, Blair 
Drug and Alcohol Partnerships, 
and State Representative 
John McGinnis’ staff support.  
Thanks to all for helping us 

minimize the opportunity for 
prescription drug diversion 
in Blair County.  I would also 
like to recognize the efforts of 
those on the Roundtable that 
are not pharmacists, but share 
in our mission: Judy Rosser, 
Executive Director of Blair 
Drug and Alcohol Partnerships; 
Courtney VanOrden-Krout, 
Narcotics Agent with the PA 
Office of Attorney General; 
State Representative John 
McGinnis, and of course, 
OOT Executive Coordinator, 
Shawna Hoover, who keeps all 
of us on track.

Thanks to all for helping us 
minimize the opportunity for 
prescription drug diversion in 
Blair County.

OOT Pharmacy 
Roundtable
By Greg Drew, R.Ph., President, Value Drug Company

 The Central PA Landlord 
Association (CPLA) is 
growing and making a 
difference in our community.  
We encourage all landlords 
to join to help continue our 
success in supporting and 
educating landlords.  There 
are many benefits to joining 
the Landlord Association, but 
the biggest benefit is landlords 
helping landlords.
   The CPLA is changing the 
image of today’s landlord.  
We care about safe, affordable 
housing, while maintaining 
housing for our neighborhoods 
and our tenants.  Our goal is 
to provide landlords with the 
knowledge, resources, and 
tools they need to succeed.  We 
offer our landlords a library of 
documents that cover policies, 
regulations, and compliance.  
Our landlords meet once a 
month to hear guest speakers 
such as attorneys, magistrates, 
fair housing representatives, 

etc.  The CPLA also has an 
active Pennsylvania Realty 
Owners Association (PROA) 
representative who provides 
updates on pending legislation 
that affects our landlords 
locally and statewide.
   We believe better landlords 
help build and maintain better 
communities.  Therefore, 
we are proactive in our 
efforts in working with local 
municipalities and interest 
groups to provide our support 
in their efforts.  Our relationship 
with Operation Our Town has 
been beneficial in coordinating 
landlord workshops, roundtable 
meetings, and reaching all 
segments of the community.
    Our annual landlord 
educational workshop was held 
on November 3, 2017.  There 
were over 100 landlords in 
attendance.  The workshop was 
a joint effort between Operation 
Our Town, Altoona Housing 
Authority, and the Central PA 

Landlord Association.  The 
topics included:
Each topic was presented by 
professionals in their field.  
There was time for questions 
and answers, which was a 
valuable tool for landlords.  
Speakers interacted with the 
landlords.  It was very beneficial 
to all that attended.  We will 
have another educational 
landlord workshop in the fall 
of 2018.  It will be advertised 
and posted on our website.  All 
landlords should try to attend.  
    We also developed, in 
cooperation with Operation 
Our Town, a Quick-Tip 
Resource Guide for landlords.  
The Resource Guide is a 
valuable tool that connects 
landlords to resources related 
to landlords.
   The following topics are listed 
in our guide with information 
and contact numbers.  The 
guide is posted on our website.
- Blair County Municipalities 

- Notice of Fair Housing
- Drug Activity-Rental 
Properties - Section 8 
Housing
- Student Housing  
- Disability Resources
- Veterans   
- Central PA Landlord’s 
Association
- PA 211 information 
- Medication Collection 
Box locations
 Check out our website at 
CentralPaLandlords .com.  
The CPLA residential listings 
website allows landlords to post 
residential and/or commercial 
property for sale or rent.  
The student housing website 
connects student housing 
landlords with students looking 
for off-campus housing.
 Benefits of becoming a 
CPLA member include:
- Online rental listings  
- Educational workshops
- Online business directory 
 - Membership to 

PROA
- Extensive online document 
library
- Legislative updates
- Membership to Johnstown 
Credit Bureau  
- Monthly meetings
- Credit checks   
- Address current issues
- Background checks  
- Informative and 
educational speakers 
- Collection services 
- Issues addressed with 
local government 
-T enant database
   I would like to encourage 
all landlords to join our 
association.
Monthly meetings are held on 
the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
at 7:00 p.m.

Contact the CPLA:
www.centralpalandlords.com
William Kitt, President
814-695-2138

Central PA Landlord Association 
By Bill Kitt, President

B U S I N E S S



The Altoona Housing 
Authority is a Municipal 
Authority that was formed 
in 1949 to administer and 
develop safe, affordable 
housing for low and moderate 
income families within the 
City limits of Altoona.  The 
first development created was 
Pleasant Village to address the 
housing shortage following 
WWII.

The housing inventory for 
the Authority consists of 536 
public housing units, 933 
Section 8 voucher units, and 
126 non-subsidized units at 
Pleasant Village, with a staff of 
32 employees.

As Co-Chairperson of the 
Operation Our Town Housing 
Roundtable, it is extremely 
important for agencies and 
landlords to get involved 
in their community.  In 
collaboration with Operation 

Our Town and the 
Central Pennsylvania 
L a n d l o r d s 
Association, the 
Authority hosts an 
annual Landlord 
Education Workshop 
to educate agencies 
and landlords on 
the importance of 
lease enforcement, 
the proper process 
for evictions, knowing the 
warning signs for illegal 
activity in rental units, and 
fair housing regulations.  Last 
years’ workshop was held on 
November 3, 2017 with over 
100 in attendance.  

The Housing Roundtable 
meets regularly with the 
primary focus of the agenda 
on how to educate as many 
landlords as possible with 
regulations associated with 
having a rental property.  
Providing a safe and secure 
living environment for tenants 
continues to be a main priority 
for the Authority and the 
Operation Our Town Housing 
Roundtable.  

Taking a “pro-active” 

approach with regular 
inspections of said properties 
is the key.  Knowing who 
is residing in the unit and 
maintaining the condition 
of the property to meet code 
regulations is a landlord 
responsibility and the lease 
must be enforced.  The 
roundtable identifies problems 
and finds workable solutions to 
potential problems, as well as 
implementation of educational 
techniques for renting 
properties to responsible 
tenants.

If you are interested in serving 
on the Housing Roundtable, 
please contact Mrs. Cheryl A. 
Johns, Executive Director of 
the Altoona Housing Authority, 
at (814) 949-2000.

Altoona 
Housing 
Authority
By Cheryl A. Johns,Executive Director
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The New Sheriff in Town 
By James E. Ott, Sheriff

I have been asked to give 
some thoughts on the position 
of Sheriff, and the Sheriff’s 
Department.  As a newly 
elected Sheriff, I walked into 
an established network and big 
shoes to fill, as Sheriff Cooper 
and Sheriff Books performed 
an amazing job as the 
department heads.  With more 
than twenty years’ experience 
in law enforcement with more 
than eighteen as Chief of 
Police, I am confident that my 
leadership abilities will help 
me in my new role.  The vision 
of the Blair County Sheriff’s 
Department is to finish the 
journey set by Sheriff Cooper, 
making this department the 
very best it can be.  The Blair 

County Sheriff’s Department 
is comprised of 27 sworn 
law enforcement deputies, 3 
clerical staff, 2 K-9 deputies, 
plus command staff.  

In my short time in office, 
it is already very clear the 
depth of quality and ability 
within this structure, which 
can only become better with 
proper guidance through 
continued education and solid 
leadership.  We have one of, 
if not the strongest leadership 
staff, I have ever worked with 
in my career, each member 
of the command staff brings 
so much support to the table.  
The office staff within the 
department is the hub to the 
operation, as they handle all 

the day to day filings of civil 
and real estate processing, 
gun permits, precious metal 
permits, and federal fire arms 
requests, to name a few.  As 
in any organization, the inner 
structure has the most daily 
responsibilities, this office is 
no different.  If your foundation 
is not solid, the rest of the 
organization will crumble, 
we certainly are blessed to 
have the office staff in place 
to handle our processing 
with such quality and 
professionalism.  As part of our 
daily obligations, our sworn 
deputies provide daily safety 
to all who conduct business 
within the court house campus, 
from the employee-staff, 

elected officials, legal counsel, 
or customers (clients/victims/
defendants).  Our department 
is also responsible for prisoner 
transports for scheduled court 
appearances, which include any 
out of county housed inmates.  
The deputies of the sheriff’s 
department also handle the 
service of civil papers for 
person or property filings, as 
well as all active warrants, and 
assistance to the tax office for 
posting of properties during 
tax cycles.  While in transit on 
the roadways of Blair County, 
deputies also enforce vehicle 
code laws in the attempts 
of keeping our roadways 
safer paths of travel for the 
community.

As a newly elected official, 
I have found what I thought 
I knew this department was 
responsible for and what it truly 
provides pale in comparison.  
Our department is full of 
experience and potential to be 
the “best.”  I am both honored 
and proud to be working with 
some of the finest people of 
my career as the Sheriff for the 
County of Blair.  I look forward 
to working hand in hand with 
my department to provide the 
best service and protection to 
the community, while working 
within a budget, and while 
working with the elected county 
officials to continue down the 
pathway of a greater Blair 
County for all its citizens.               

 Blight is an issue facing 
virtually every community 
in Pennsylvania and one to 
which I have been committed 
to addressing since my first 
day in office as Mayor of the 
City of Altoona.  While the 
State has enacted legislation 
over the past number of years 
to provide municipalities with 
additional tools to combat 
blight, implementation remains 
a challenge for communities.  
Blight not only affects the 
local economy, but can be a 
major source of frustration 
to those living among these 
properties.  Action to remediate 
these conditions can never be 

quick enough and it’s hard to 
understand the balance between 
the authority of the City and the 
rights of the property owner.   
 In February 2017, 
my office, with the assistance 
of the City’s Department of 
Community Development 
and Planning, applied for and 
was awarded a grant in the 
amount of $32,400 from the 
Commonwealth’s Department 
of Community and Economic 
Development for technical 
assistance in our fight 
against blight.  The technical 
assistance provides funding 
for a consultant, working 
with the Housing Alliance of 

COMBATING BLIGHT
By Mayor Matt Pacifico, City of Altoona
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Operation Our Town is now 
in its 12th year of operation, 
and we’re proud of the 
accomplishments that we’ve 
seen thus far.  We’ve been able 
to touch thousands of people 
because of the generosity 
and support the Blair County 
community has shown us 
over the years.  We’ve created 
solutions to respond to the 
numerous issues that the ever-
changing drug trade throws at 
our communities.

Ongoing issues haven’t 
changed and they always find 

different circumstances and 
levels of sophistication.  This 
rings true for the current heroin 
and opioid crisis that our county, 
state, and nation are facing.  
This is a war, not a battle, and 
we strive to manage it the best 
we can with our three main 
focuses on law enforcement, 
prevention and treatment.  The 
Law Enforcement Roundtable 
continues to work on different 
ways to attack the supply of 
heroin and opioids through 
ongoing special operations, 
and the Pharmacy Roundtable 

continues to educate pharmacists 
and the community on the 
various ways to control the abuse 
of prescription opioids.  The 
remainder of our roundtables all 
work together in different ways 
to reduce the demand for those 
drugs in our community.  The 
Early Childhood Education, 
K-12 Education, and Marketing 
Roundtables all work to reduce 
demand through education and 
awareness.  The Community 
Revitalization, Criminal Justice, 
Faith-based, Housing, and 
Northern Blair Roundtables all 

work to reduce demand through 
community engagement.

There are also many 
community and neighborhood-

based programs that are doing 
important community outreach 
to the youth and families that 
need it the most.  Our grant 
recipients are the most important 
asset we have, because they 
realize that the key to gaining 
control of this opioid epidemic 
begins with working with youth 
and their families, which is the 
core of where positive change 
can begin.

Our grants have also helped 
law enforcement do their jobs 
safely and come home to their 

families every night.  To show 
our gratitude to all Blair County 
law enforcement that risk their 
lives every day, Operation Our 
Town is continuing our Honor 
the Badge initiative into 2018 
to show community support for 
Blair County law enforcement 
through distributing and 
displaying signage throughout 
the community.

As a community, we will 
continue to face new challenges 
in the future, but we can make a 
difference if we work together.  
Thank you for your ongoing 
support.  Your efforts have 
helped to make Blair County a 
great place to live.   

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT:
By Michael A. Fiore, Co-Founder/President, Operation Our Town

OPIOID CRISIS| Continued from A1

      The overall impact of 
the prescribing practices 
of opioid medications and 
increased availability of heroin 
is an increased death rate 
nationally and locally.  Blair 
County reported 9 overdoses 
1999.  In 2000, the number 
jumped to over 20.  This 
number remained in the 
20’s until 2014.  In 2014, 
both statewide and locally, 
the death toll increased 
as a result of physically 
dependent persons on 
prescription opioids 
switching to heroin which 
had been cut with the 
synthetic substance.  Blair 
County saw our death toll 
rise to 38 in 2014, and it 
continued to climb to 43 
in 2016.  Nationally, the 
Center for Disease Control 
reported that 63% of 
overdose deaths in 2015 were 
the result of opioids.  In 2016, 
Pennsylvania reported that 14 
people a day were dying from 
an overdose.  Blair County 
2015 overdose data reported 
that 30% of overdoses were 
50 years of age and older.
   Education on addiction to 
reduce stigma, implementation 
of prescribing guidelines, 
availability of naloxone, 
engagement with overdose 
survivors, and access to 
treatment is vital to change 
this trajectory.  A parent from 
the local support group for 
family members known as 
“HOPE” said the following, 
“I am thankful to God for 
those who have not had to 
experience this path.  As a 
family member, if this had not 
happened in my household, I 
would never had understood 
the depth and complexity of 

this disease.  For those who 
continue to not understand 
this disease, I pray you never 
have to, but that you will have 
empathy and compassion 
for those impacted by it and 
their families.”  It was due to 
this family member’s walk 

with a loved one in addiction 
that she educated herself 
on the disease of addiction.
   So the question remains, 
what is being done to address 
this issue?  Nationally and 
statewide, we have seen a public 
health crisis being issued.  
Prevention, intervention, and 
recovery supports that include 
treatment are the best tools to 
assist someone with a substance 
use disorder.  Unfortunately, 
the stigma that surrounds 
the disease of addiction has 
negatively affected the way 
we have tried to address the 
issue.  Criminalization and 
the attitude that views this 
disease as a moral failing has 
been the overall response.  Our 
biggest obstacle is stigma.  
Eliminating it will take time.
   Nationally, best practices 
are emerging as a means to 
treat the disease.  In addition, 

Pennsylvania 
has applied for 
and received 
federal grants 
to support these 
r e c o g n i z e d 

efforts.  The best practices to 
intervene on an opioid use 
disorder is expanded capacity 
and access to Medication 
Assisted Treatment (MAT), a 
full continuum of treatment 

that engages the individual 
over 6-12 months of treatment, 
and integrates recovery support 
systems.  Locally, Blair County 
law enforcement agencies have 
been working on strong tactical 
enforcement strategies to 
reduce availability of opioids.  
The continued pressure our law 
enforcement agents have put on 
drug dealers is vital.  We thank 
them for their commitment.
   In addition, one of the best 
practice models implemented 
in Blair County is the Screening 
and Brief Intervention to 
Treatment (SBIRT).  This 
model was designed to be 
built within a physical health 
primary care practice.  Locally, 
Empower3 agreed to partner 
with BDAP on the federal 
grant.  This grant included the 
placement of a Blair County 
Drug and Alcohol Partnership 
case manager at the physical 
health site.  This process 

includes a screening that helps 
to identify substance use issues 
through a series of questions 
at the time the patient arrives 
to their appointment.  The 
physician/physician assistant 
and nurses have been trained 
on reviewing the results, 
along with providing a 
brief intervention to assess 
the person’s willingness to 
address the substance use 

concern.  Vincent Capone, PA-
C, Empower3 site champion 
states, “Utilizing SBIRT in 
our practice has created a 
sustainable and organized 
approach to engage our patients 
about drugs and alcohol.  By 
engaging every patient at every 
visit, a dialogue and rapport 
have been developed with 
many patients that may have 
otherwise been eschewed.  
SBIRT has allowed issues 
around drugs and alcohol to be 
viewed in context of the whole 
patient.  Primary care is one of 
the frontlines in the otherwise 
asymmetric landscape of 
the opioid crisis, creating a 
method to engage patients 
in an empirically effective 
way has been invaluable.”
   The local Single County 
Authority, Blair Drug and 
Alcohol Partnerships (BDAP), 
manages the state and federal 
funding for prevention, 

intervention, and recovery 
systems of care.  BDAP is the 
central point of contact for our 
community on the addiction 
issue.  Blair County Drug and 
Alcohol Partnerships has been 
the recipient of federal funding 
that is aimed at incorporating 
the identification and referral 
of persons with a substance use 
disorder from many community 
partners.  This model of care 

is known as the hub and 
spoke model.  As the 
persons with a substance 
use disorder bump up 
against the systems in our 
community; for example, 
the criminal justice system, 
juvenile or adult probation, 
school, children and youth, 
physical health systems 
that include emergency 
departments and primary 
care sites, mental health 
systems, and/or domestic 
abuse agencies etc., there 
is a set and stable pathway, 
as well as open capacity 

to engage and easily refer the 
individual into the drug and 
alcohol system.  BDAP has been 
building this capacity since 
2010, along with educating 
community partners.  In the 
years of 2013-14, Blair County 
Drug and Alcohol Partnerships 
evaluated and referred 985 
individuals into treatment.  In 
2016-17, BDAP made 1,545 
referrals to treatment.  This is 
a 56% increase in the number 
of persons referred for care.  
The increase in referrals to 
treatment can be attributed to 
the partners in our community 
coming together and working 
with us to identify and refer 
individuals for treatment.  The 
more educated we become, the 
less stigma builds barriers to 
treatment and a better way of life 
in recovery for the individual, 
families, and community. 

Blair County Agencies Who
are Partnered with OOT

Allegheny Township Police - 814-695-333
Contact Person: Chief Leo Berg 
  
Altoona Police - 814-949-2489
Contact Person: Chief Janice Freehling 
  
Bellwood Borough - 814-742-7800
Contact Person: Chief Joesph Schlecht 
   
Blair Township Police - 814-696-3846
Contact Person: Chief Rodger White 
  
Duncansville Police - 814-695-1930
Contact Person: Chief Je� Ketner    

Freedom Township Police - 814-695-8545
Contact Person: Chief Terry Delling     
 
Green�eld Township Police - 814-239-5313
Contact Person: OIC Nate Claycomb   

Hollidaysburg Borough Police - 814-695-3711
Contact Person: OIC Sgt. Estep

Logan Township Police - 814-949-3364
Contact Person: Tim Mercer
    
Martinsburg Borough - 814-793-2838
Contact Person: Chief Kerry Hoover
  
N. Woodbury Township - 814-7934897
Contact Person: Sergeant Je� Ketner    

Roaring Spring Borough Police - 814-224-5382
Contact Person: Chief Gregory Wyandt

Tyrone Borough Police - 814-684-1364    
Contact Person: Chief John Romeo
     
Williamsburg Borough - 814-832-2022     
Contact Person: Chief Rowdy Kagarise 

UPMC Police - 814-889-2121
Contact Person: Chief John Hawksworth

Pa State Police - 814-696-6100
Contact Person: Sergeant Leigh Barrows

Central PA Humane Society - 814-942-5402
Contact Person: O�cer Paul Gottshall

Penn State Altoona - 814-949-5222
Contact Person: Lt. Deb Stitt

Altoona VA Medical Center Police - 
814-943-8164ext 7059
Contact Person: C hief Paul Blanchard

PA Game Commission- 814-643-1831
Contact Person: WCO Zellner

Blair County Sheri� - 814-693-3100
Contact Person: James Ott



The Blair County Criminal 
Justice Advisory Board 
continues to serve in a dual-
capacity as the Operation 
Our Town Criminal Justice 
Roundtable.

In 2017, the CJAB/OOT 
Criminal Justice Roundtable 
approved, heard from, and 
supported the following:

In January, a subcommittee 
was organized concerning 
the re-entry into society 
of previously incarcerated 
individuals.  Plans were made 
to provide a 12-week program 
of cognitive behavioral training 
(CBT) classes, parenting 
classes, peer support, intensive 
case management, addiction 
101, and Vivitrol, a medication 
used to deter substance abusers 
from reusing.  The goal was 
to target 10 to 20 individuals 
that violated probation.  The 
ultimate goal was to prevent 
these individuals from 
returning to prison.

In February, Chief White 
from the Blair Township 
Police Department spoke on 
getting a grant to upgrade 
communication in police cars 
to include computers with GPS 
capacity, so the 911 center can 
see every on-duty car in the 
county on a screen.  This will 
increase safety because 911 
would then be able to send 
the closest car for back-up and 
assistance.

In March, the Disposition In 
lieu of Trial (DILOT) program 
was added to drug court.  This 
is a diversionary program for 
low-risk offenders.  This is 
a statutory program that has 
been used for many years, but 
it is now formalized under the 
drug court umbrella.

In April, Cheryl Johns from 
the Altoona Housing Authority 
presented to the CJAB.  She 
presented that her authority has 
a full-time housing inspector 
to approve housing.  She gave 

kudos to Chief Freehling and 
the Altoona police department 
for working closely with 
them.  Criminal background 
checks are completed upon 
application for housing. The 
aim of the Housing Authority 
is to house people, but to keep 
their housing safe.

In May, Laura Burke from 
the Family Services Initiative 
Justice Project presented about 
her group’s work with the 
victims of domestic violence. 

CJAB strategic planning was 
accomplished in June, and in 
July, Commissioner Bruce Erb 
reported that a forensic case 
manager position to provide 
mental health services had 
been approved for the prison.  
This person will collect data 
on offenders and pass along 
the information throughout the 
system.  The case manager will 
prioritize individuals in the 
prison, as far as identifying the 
most significantly mentally ill 

individuals for proper 
treatment, to include 
treatment that would 
prevent them from 
reoffending and 
returning to jail.

In August, Director Ashley 
Owens reported that the 
Children’s Advocacy Center 
opened to provide a child-
friendly, neutral place for the 
forensic interview and medical 
examination of child victims of 
abuse, neglect, or exploitation.  
The use of a Child Advocacy 
Center reduces trauma to 
child victims by minimizing 
duplication of interviews and 
examinations and improves 
the ability of investigators to 
uncover facts and evidence.

In September, Mark Taylor 
from the 911 center reported 
that as of that date in 2017, 
73,000 calls came into the 
911 center, with 40,000 of 
those calls being for law 
enforcement.  The 911 center 
received over 700 calls per day.  
Mr. Taylor reported that there 
had been 138 drug overdose 
calls by September 2017.  He 

believes this is a statistic that is 
on the rise.  There had been 73 
overdose deaths by September 
2017. 

In October and November, 
CJAB discussed the Stepping 
Up Initiative.  This is a 
national initiative through 
the National Association of 
Counties, the Council of State 
Governments Justice Center, 
and the American Psychiatric 
Association Foundation for 
counties to protect and enhance 
the health, welfare, and safety 
of their residents in efficient and 
cost-effective ways, including 
by identifying ways that 
people with mental illnesses 
and co-occurring substance 
abuse disorders can minimize 
contact with the justice 
system, including avoiding 
extended incarceration  of 
mentally ill people who could 
be safely released from jail to 
treatment and supervision in 
the community.  CJAB voted 
to support this initiative.

Criminal Justice Advisory Board (CJAB) 
Annual Report
By Honorable Elizabeth A. Doyle, Blair County President Judge
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On The Air

Pennsylvania, to guide the 
City in the development of 
a community-driven blight 
action plan, assist with the 
development of a land bank, 
and work on best practices for 
effective code enforcement.  
 The blight action plan 
is being developed by a Blight 
Task Force which I organized in 
August 2017.  The Task Force 
is comprised of a diverse group 
of stakeholders representing 
non-profit organizations, 
including Operation Our 
Town, housing agencies, 
the economic development 
and business communities, 
education, realtors, residents, 
and City staff.   
 At its first meeting, the 
Blight Task Force reviewed 
survey data to understand the 
nature and extent of blight 
in the City and discussed 
the current level of effort in 
addressing and remediating 
blight, specifically, those tools 
which the City is currently 
implementing in order to 
strengthen its enforcement of 
property maintenance codes.  
Finally, the Task Force spent 
time working on defining 
desired outcomes of a blight 

action plan.  
 At its second and third 
meetings, Task Force members 
engaged in a consensus-
building exercise designed 
to assist in selecting those 
strategies deemed to be most 
appropriate in the City’s blight 
fight.  The top strategies that 
were voted on and selected 
by Task Force members as 
a priority were establishing 
a land bank, and expanding 
the home repair and rental 
rehabilitation program. 
 Those top priorities 
and the other strategies 
selected were organized into 
a final report which was 
presented and discussed at a 
public meeting in March 2018.  
This meeting launched the 
Blight Action Plan and will 
require the involvement of city 
and county staff and officials, 
residents, neighborhood 
and nonprofit organizations, 
landlords, businesses, and 
institutions to implement this 
plan.  
 I remain committed to 
working with you to continue 
to move the City forward!

2017 Early Childhood 
Education Roundtable Report
By Rodney Green, Leadership & Special Education Consultant

OOT K-12 Education
Roundtable Report
By Cathy Harlow & Robert Gildea, Co-Chairs

For 2017, two themes 
were prominent in the work 
of the Operation Our Town 
Early Childhood Education 
Roundtable:  Advocacy and 
Partnerships.

One of our primary 
advocacy activities was to 
participate in a special “Early 
Childhood” Legislative 
Breakfast, held on May 5, 
2017 at the Blair County 
Convention Center.  The 
breakfast forum was attended 
by our local legislators - 
Senator John Eichelberger, 
Representative Judy Ward, 
and Representative John 
McGinnis.  Also attending 
were a number of local 
business and civic leaders, 
including Mr. Phil Devorris 
from the OOT Board.  The 
tone of the meeting was 
positive, with supportive 

comments for additional 
investments in quality early 
learning programs.  Ever 
the strict constitutionalist, 
Representative McGinnis 
kindly reminded us that 
we must always be vigilant 
about government’s 
efforts to intrude into 
the sanctity of the 
home and personal 
matters of families.  
The breakfast 
meeting enabled 
many stakeholders to 
find common ground 
on early learning policy 
development.

Another important arena 
for advocacy was in the 
2018 state budgetary 
process.  Numerous Blair 
County leaders were able 
to speak to and support an 
increase for early learning 

funding in the state budget.  
In a budgetary year when 
many groups would have 
been happy to simply hang 
on to their current allocation, 
this was quite a coup for 
early learning leaders and 

p r o v i d e r s .  
We are 
thankful that 
our local 
l e g i s l a t o r s 
demonstrated 
courageous 
l e a d e r s h i p 
to advocate 

for the safe and rewarding 
environments for children. 

Development of partners 
was our second priority 
and we were fortunate 
to be included in fruitful 
discussions and activities 
with a number of community 
groups.  One significant 

development was to be a 
part of the dialogue with 
the PA & Blair United Ways 
and the Blair Chamber to 
assist in the planning and 
development of a BORN 
LEARNING TRAIL, which 
is located in Prospect Park, 
Altoona.  What is a learning 
trail and why do we need 
to invest in this type of 
resource?  A learning trail 
uses the value of play to 
strengthen early learning and 
the bonds between child and 
parent.  The featured picture 
shows one of the numerous 
“Learning Stops” along the 
trail.  Many local sponsors 
assisted in providing 
funds for the signage and 
installation.  It is our hope 
that we will be involved in 
the creation of more learning 
trails throughout our county.

Finally, another 
partnership activity in 
progress is our dialogue 
with Home Nursing Agency/
UPMC and the United 
Way.  Together with them 
and the Blair Chamber, we 
are working on plans for 
the 3rd Blair County Early 
Learning Summit, to be held 
in May of 2018.  OOT has 
been a partner in previous 
summits.  The focus of the 
summit will be to celebrate 
and recognize the unique 
culture of collaboration 
for child services in Blair 
County.  OOT is proud to be 
one of the primary groups.  
The spirit of cooperation in 
Blair County is strong, but 
we want to do even better!

During 2017, the OOT K-12 
Education Roundtable focused 
on addressing the issues of 
truancy and bullying and 
their impact on the well-being 
and future outcomes of our 
students.  

Each year, more than 
one million students fail to 
graduate from High School.  
In Blair County, 117 students 
dropped out of school during 
the 2015-16 school year.  The 
impact of truant students on 
the community is significant.  
A lack of commitment to 
school has been established 
by numerous studies as a risk 
factor for the development of 
negative behaviors including 
substance abuse, delinquency, 
teen pregnancy, violence, and 
school dropout.  

The most effective strategy 
for reducing truancy is when 
parents, schools, public 
agencies, the legal system, 
and nonprofit organizations 
understand the ramifications 

of truancy and strive together 
to address the issue.  During 
2017, the OOT K-12 
Education Roundtable worked 
collaboratively with Judge 
Kopriva, Blair County Children 
and Youth Services personnel, 
and District Magistrates to 
review the implications of new 
truancy legislation; discuss 
how to better address chronic 
absenteeism; and to develop 
stronger collaboration among 
the respective representatives.  
In addition, the Education 
Roundtable hosted a 
presentation by Mr. Leo Lutz 
from the Pennsylvania Judicial 
Center, who reviewed Act 138, 
the new truancy law.  Finally, 
representatives from the 
K-12 Education Roundtable 
participated on the Rural Impact 
County Challenge steering 
committee.  This committee is 
focused on addressing youth 
disconnectedness in Blair 
County, including truancy.  

In order to provide a more 

responsive system to address 
bullying and school threats, 
several Blair County schools are 
working with Contact Altoona 
to establish an anonymous 
hotline for parents and students 
to call in for support or to report 
student wellness concerns.  The 
program is being piloted by the 
Altoona and Hollidaysburg 
Area School Districts.  The 
system allows for both voice 
and text messaging.  System 
protocols are currently being 
developed to ensure that the 
appropriate personnel and 
resources are notified to address 
the issues.  It is the hope of the 
planning committee to expand 
this initiative into all Blair 
County schools.

As we move into 2018, 
the OOT K-12 Education 
Roundtable will continue our 
focus on improving school 
attendance and providing a safe 
environment for our students. 
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Faith-based Roundtable - 
Knitting Together a Community
By Lisa Hann, Executive Director, Family Services, Inc.

The Faith-based Roundtable 
is not a knitting circle, but 
sometimes it feels like one.  
On the 3rd Thursday of most 
months, at 2pm, you will find 
us huddled around a table 
at Second Avenue United 
Methodist Church.  We share 
our joys, sorrows, celebrations, 
failures, and prayers.  We are 
a loosely-knit group making 
connections.  Someone is 
looking for help for a struggling 
young couple in recovery.  
Someone on the other side of 
the table just found out about 
a new service being offered 
at a local church for just such 
a family.  Another needs to 
find a resource that can help 
a woman in recovery get her 
car repaired.  Someone else at 
the table has the resource she 
needs.  We pick up a thread of 
conversation, a resource that 
someone mentioned they had, 
and we knit it together with 

someone who said they had 
some free time and soon we are 
knitting together a community 
of people who provide warmth 
and comfort to people whose 
lives are unraveling.  Is there 
a need not being met, a gap 
that comes to our attention?  
The Faith-based Roundtable 
members will find a way to cast 
on another stitch and fill that 
gap.  It is not uncommon for 
me to receive a call a few days 
after a meeting from someone 
saying they have an idea on 
how to meet the need that was 
discussed at the last meeting 
and we start sending out emails 
to connect and engage another 
person in the community who 
has a resource.    

Each year, we strive to 
provide an educational 
opportunity open to clergy, 
human service providers, and 
other interested parties.  This 
year’s Lunch n Learn was 

entitled:  “What you need 
to know about Child Sexual 
Abuse; Signs to look for, your 
role in protecting children, and 
changes in legislation” and 
provided an opportunity for 
open discussion amongst the 
forty-plus people that attended.

As we continue to meet and 
pray for the other roundtables 
this year, it becomes clear to 
us that we need to provide 
life skills to young people 
whose lives got tangled up 
in drugs at a time when they 
would have been learning to 
manage everyday life.  We 
also need to make sure our 
children are learning and 
thriving.  If you like to create 
connections and see people as 
the greatest creation, contact 
me; Lisa Hann, Faith-based 
Roundtable Chair, at Lhann@
familyservicesinc.net.  Help us 
knit together a safety net for 
those who need it most.

COMBATTING BLIGHT
Continued from A5

 Since 2011, the 
Operation Our Town 
Marketing Roundtable has had 
the opportunity to promote 
Operation Our Town’s various 
programs and events on the 
local radio stations of Forever 
Broadcasting.  Once per 
quarter, Forever Broadcasting 
gives a representative from 
the Marketing Roundtable 
of Operation Our Town air 
time on their morning “radio 
circuit” which includes visiting 
each radio station and being 
interviewed by: Steve Clark 
& Rich Deleo of BIG 1290 
WFBG, Tommy & Danice 
of Rocky 104.9, KC O’Day 
of WALY 103.9, JoJo & 
Leapin’ Lily of Froggy 98, and 
recording a spot to be aired 
later on Hot 100.
 Jane Gill, who was the 
Marketing Roundtable member 
that represented Operation Our 
Town on the radio, has had to 
temporarily step away from 
that role, so Silke Morrison 
will now step into that role to 
continue to promote Operation 
Our Town on the radio.  We 
thank Jane for volunteering her 
time and talents over the past 
four years and look forward 
to working with Silke on the 

future radio circuits.
 The following are 
programs and events that 
Silke Morrison, Operation Our 
Town Marketing Roundtable 
Member, will be promoting on 
the Forever Broadcasting radio 
stations in 2018.  The first radio 
circuit of the year will air at the 
end of January to report on the 
winner of the OOT & Altoona 
Mirror Essay Contest and the 
sponsors of the It Pays to Pass 
drug testing program.  The 
second radio circuit will air 
in May to announce the dates 
of the 2018 Operation Our 
Town Grant Cycle.  The third 
radio circuit will air in August 
to promote the Operation Our 
Town Day at DelGrosso’s 
Amusement Park.  The final 
radio circuit will air in October 
to promote the Operation Our 
Town & Altoona Mirror Essay 
Contest.
 Operation Our Town 
is grateful for our partnership 
with Forever Broadcasting, 
which has helped Operation 
Our Town reach out to the 
community over the past seven 
years, and we look forward 
to continuing that partnership 
into the future.



 The OOT Drug 
Prosecutor grant position 
was created in 2007 upon 
the Blair County community’s 
recognition that a need 
existed within the Blair County 
District Attorney’s Office to 
handle the rising influx of 
cases due to drug crimes 
and drug related crimes.  In 
2018, the Blair County District 
Attorney’s Office promoted 
Assistant District Attorney 
Amanda Nehrkorn Jacobson 
to the Operation Our Town 
Drug Prosecutor grant 
position.  Attorney Jacobson 
comes to this position as an 
experienced prosecutor and 
trial attorney who is currently 
carrying a full caseload, 
including three criminal 
homicide cases and four drug 
deliveries resulting in death 
cases.
 Attorney Jacobson 
will report directly to the 

First Assistant and District 
Attorney.  She will be the 
County-wide coordinator 
for drug investigations, 
prosecutions, and related 
training. Attorney Jacobson 
will handle a full caseload 
consisting of drug-related 
homicide cases, drug delivery 
resulting in death cases, 
historical drug investigations, 
drug trafficking felony cases, 
drug manufacturing felony 
cases, firearms felony cases, 
aggravated assault, robbery, 
rape, and child abuse (both 
sexual and physical) that 
correlate back to drug use, 
drug trafficking, or other 
drug violations.  Attorney 
Jacobson will also coordinate 
with the Pennsylvania Office 
of Attorney General regarding 
their drug cases filed within 
Blair County. 
 In addition to these 
responsibilities, Attorney 

Jacobson will be filing and 
litigating bail forfeiture and 
revocation petitions, litigating 
and filing civil asset forfeiture 
actions, approving search 
warrants, and authorizing 
consensual interceptions 
related to the Pennsylvania 
Wiretap Act.  Attorney 
Jacobson will also continue 
to attend forensic interviews 
of abused children at the 
Blair County Center for Child 
Justice (CAC).
 Throughout 2017, 
374 cases were assigned to 
the drug prosecutor position.  
There are currently 413 
active felony cases pending 
for Attorney Weeks and 
165 active cases pending 
for Attorney Jacobson.  The 
District Attorney’s Office 
continues to attempt to 
incarcerate individuals who 
violate their bail conditions.  
 The District Attorney’s 

Office continues to file asset 
forfeiture petitions where 
property is utilized by drug 
dealers to facilitate drug 
dealing, or drug dealers 
acquire property because 
of their drug trafficking.  
Proceeds from asset forfeiture 
are utilized to purchase 
equipment and provide 
training and assistance that 
would otherwise not be 
possible.  In 2017, $72,912.55 
was forfeited to the District 
Attorney’s drug fund and 
we forfeited $9,284.55 to PA 
Office of Attorney General.  
In 2017, there were 24 new 
forfeiture actions filed.
 The cases investigated 
and prosecuted in 2017 
continued the trend where 
individuals involved in drug 
trafficking are committing 
other types of crimes as well.  
These crimes include criminal 
homicide, sexual assault, 

domestic violence, gun 
crimes, robbery, aggravated 
assault, burglary, and theft 
cases.  Additionally, the 
District Attorney’s Office 
continues to work closely with 
police and the coroner’s office 
to aggressively investigate, 
charge, and prosecute drug 
delivery resulting in death 
cases.  In 2017, the District 
Attorney’s Office and local 
police departments filed 12 
drug deliveries resulting in 
death cases.  Law enforcement 
and the District Attorney’s 
Office were successful in 
investigating the chain of 
command for those drug 
organizations, such that the 
suppliers were also arrested 
and charged with drug 
delivery resulting in death.  Of 
the 12 cases filed, 6 of those 
individuals were suppliers 
who were responsible for 
trafficking large amounts of 
drugs into our county. 
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Drug Prosecutor Summary
By Amanda Jacobson and Peter J. Weeks, Assistant District Attorneys



- Workforce Development/
Business

- School and Community 
Interventions

- Mentoring
- Prosocial Activities and 

Community Engagement

Our initiative was highlighted on 
a national NACo and Robert Wood 
Johnson webinar: Creating Pathways 
to Opportunity for Youth and Young 
Adults. Here’s the link to view 
the webinar and learn more about 
connecting youth in our community: 
https://youtu.be/9AWy--tmfDg.

The Let’s Move Blair County 
Committee is implementing 
programs/activities to address 
obesity, encourage physical activity, 
and impact the incidence of diabetes. 
One of their goals is to encourage 
the integration of health and 
wellness into every aspect of 
community life by coordinating 
and collaborating with all other 
agencies currently working on 
this effort. Blair County is a 
national Let’s Move Cities, 
Towns, and Counties site. 
For the second year, a Let’s 
Move Blair County Day at the 
Altoona Curve was held on 
Sunday, April 30, 2017.  This 
event continues to expand with 
a health fair on the concourse, 
activities throughout the game, 
and crowning the county 
winner of the Corporate 
Wellness Challenge. HBCC 
supports the efforts of the Blair 
County Planning Commission 
to increase opportunities for 
physical activity by creating 
walking routes through a 
project called WalkWorks. 
Their Board adopted a “health 
in all policies” which is a 
collaborative approach to 
improving the health of all 
people by incorporating health 
considerations into decision-
making across sectors and 
policy areas. In addition, 
HBCC collaborates with the 
Blair County Conservation 
District on the implementation 
of their urban ag grant to 
target food deserts in Blair 
County. Each of our three 

local hospitals, as well as 
other community agencies, 
provide classes/programs 
on healthier eating, physical 
activity, diabetes education, 
and stress reduction. There 
are many opportunities to 

help our community become 
healthier and another example 
was a Faith-Based Health and 
Wellness Lunch and Learn. 
The purpose was to discuss 
ways that faith communities 
can support and encourage 
healthy behaviors with the 
understanding that health is 
holistic. 

In collaboration with 
the Healthy Blair County 
Coalition, the Blair County 
Chamber of Commerce 
created a Workplace Wellness 
Committee. The purpose is 
to encourage businesses to 
become part of the wellness 
movement and share resources 
to develop or enhance current 
workplace wellness programs. 
The Workplace Wellness 
Committee has hosted 
seven Wake Up to Wellness 
events. We are continuing 
the Corporate Wellness 
Challenge that began in 2014 
by the Tyrone Regional Health 
Network and the Northern 
Blair County Recreation 

Center. Last year, the Corporate 
Wellness Challenge expanded 
with 38 businesses with 819 
employees that lost a total of 
5,893 pounds. In 2018, we will 
be announcing an exciting new 
Steps Challenge Program that 
we hope will encourage even 
more participation.

The Mental Health Work 
Group is addressing unmet 
needs and working to improve 
issues related to mental 

health services for children 
and adolescents. Members of 
the work group are hosting 
Community Conversations 
about Mental Health 
throughout the county. These 
conversations provide an 
opportunity for people to learn 
about mental health issues, 
including breaking down 
misperceptions and promoting 
recovery, and healthy 
communities. Participants are 
able to discuss issues related 
to the mental health of young 
people and decide how to take 
action to improve mental health 
in their families, schools, 
and communities. These 
conversations can take place 
in schools, businesses, faith-
based venues, libraries, senior 
centers, etc. We are available 
to schedule this program at 
your location. 

The Tobacco-Free Work 
Group is promoting policies 
and programs that encourage 
smoke-free communities 
(e.g. smoke-free workplaces, 
clean air ordinances, smoking 

cessation programs, etc.). The 
Tobacco-Free Work Group 
developed and distributed one 
video to provide information 
and resources for businesses 
and organizations on how to 
become 100% tobacco-free 
workplaces. The second video 
was developed in collaboration 
with career services personnel 
to educate students on issues 
related to seeking employment 
in companies that are currently 

or will be tobacco-free 
workplaces. In collaboration 
with the Lung Disease Center 
of Central Pennsylvania, 
smoking cessation classes 
are being conducted in 
local hospitals, businesses, 
and other organizations. 
If you are interested in 
hosting smoking cessation 
classes, please contact their 
organization. Seven out of 
every ten smokers want to 
quit and smoking cessation 
programs are successful. In 
November 2017, we hosted a 
Healthy Resolutions Expo at 
the Logan Valley Mall. This 
went beyond the typical 
health fair by selecting 
vendors that would engage 
residents to learn about 
and commit to a healthy 

resolution such as getting more 
exercise, quitting tobacco 
use, drinking more water, 
eating healthier, scheduling 
important preventive health 
care checkups, etc. We are 
already planning for another 
November 2018 event!

The Dental Care Work Group 
is researching and gathering 
data to determine the gaps and 
available resources for dental 
care (adult and pediatric) in 
Blair County. In addition, 
they are discussing options 
available for addressing access 
to dental care and/or oral 
health prevention programs.

The Data Analysis Work 
Group reviews all primary 
indicator data such as survey 
results and assisted in the 
collection and analysis of 
secondary indicator data.  

The Marketing Work Group 
is responsible for providing 
awareness of the Healthy Blair 
County Coalition, informing 
residents and community 
members about the surveys and 
how to participate, sharing the 

results of the needs assessment 
and other data collections, 
including the strengths and 
assets of Blair County, and 
lastly, increasing collaboration 
and partnerships among all 
aspects of the community by 
providing an opportunity to 
participate in the Coalition. 
Our Facebook page has been 
sharing tips for healthy eating 
and getting active, including 
posting events and activities. 
Visit us at facebook.com/
healthyblaircountycoalition. 

Lastly, we will be conducting 
our 2018 Community Health 
Needs Assessment which is 
done every three years, so if you 
received one of our surveys, 
please fill it out. For more 
information on the community 
health needs assessment, 
implementation plans, and 
our work groups, visit www.
healthyblaircountycoalition.
org. Individuals and 
organizations can get involved 
in the following ways:

- Join the HBCC and attend 
coalition meetings.

- Sign-up and serve on work 
groups.

- Collaborate and promote 
HBCC initiatives such as Let’s 
Move Blair County and the 
Corporate Wellness Challenge.

- Use the Let’s Move Blair 
County on your website, 
newsletters, etc. (based on 
usage guidelines).

- Provide funding as feasible.
- Participate in the needs 

assessment coming up in 2018.
- Include HBCC in local 

community efforts.
- Utilize the needs 

assessment results and our 
Healthy Communities Institute 
data. 

The Healthy Blair County 
Coalition will continue to 
utilize the “collective impact” 
concept as we move forward, 
in which a highly structured 
collaborative effort can achieve 
substantial impact on large 
scale social problems. In 2010, 
based on the County Health 
Ranking Report, Blair County 
was ranked 63 out of 67 
counties for being unhealthy. 
In 2017, we improved to 47, but 
we have a lot of work to do and 
all of us working together can 
make a difference!

School Nurse who administers 
the drug testing for the Junior 
High said, “The program is a 
great way to promote healthy 
lifestyle choices, especially 
at the Junior High age where 
our young adults are very 
impressionable.  The program 
gives the students a way “out” 
of experimenting with drugs or 
alcohol when with their peers.”

In the Senior High, 100 
students have chosen to 
participate in the program in 
the 2017-2018 school year.  
The numbers have doubled 
this school year as compared 
to prior years where there were 
only 30-40 students signed 
up each school year since the 
initiation of the voluntary drug 
testing about 7 years ago.  The 
Senior High randomly tests 
three students each week.  
Julie Bowser, Hollidaysburg 
Senior High School Nurse 
who administers the drug 
testing for the Senior High 
said, “The program has been 

a positive healthy behavior 
promotion aspect for the 
school environment.  The 
students are enthusiastic about 
being called for testing and are 
thrilled with the Sheetz gift 
cards!  Most of our students 
drive, so many of them say 
they will use the gift card for 
gas.”

We are truly grateful for 
the support of the following 
local businesses that have 
contributed monetary 
donations to sponsor the 
purchase of the Sheetz gift 
cards:  Ansley RV, DiAndrea 
Media, Roundhouse Harley-
Davidson, Stiffler McGraw, 
Value Drug Company, Ventura 
Construction Services, and 
YTI Career Institute-Altoona.  
And we also offer a huge thank 
you to Sheetz for partnering 
with us again to support this 
very important program! 

IT PAYS TO PASS
Continued from A2

BLAIR COUNTY 
COALITION
Continued from A5
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OOT Northern Blair County Roundtable
By Sue Griep, Chairperson, Director of the Victim/Witness Program at the Blair County District Attorney’s Office

The Northern Blair County 
Roundtable is a strong 
conglomerate of business, 
media, education, social, 
legal, and civic organizations 
in the Northern Blair County 
area who come together on a 
monthly basis in an effort to 
better the community.  In 2016-
2017, the group 
decided to focus 
on taking an in-
depth look at the 
existing programs 
and services 
being offered in 
the community 
with the goal of 
enhancing and 
supplement ing , 
rather than re-
inventing the 
wheel.  Meetings 
are being held at 
different locations 
in the community 
to better acquaint 
the committee with 
facilities and services.  Meeting 
places and tours included 
Epworth Manor, Tyrone Area 
High School, Joshua House 

at the Armory, and the Tyrone 
Hospital.  This year 2017-18, 
the group continues to build 
on its knowledge of the area by 
holding meetings thus far at the 
Tyrone Police Station, Grace 
Baptist Church, and the Tyrone 
Food Bank.  A resource guide is 
in the midst of being compiled 

as to services available in 
the community to assist 
residents, business leaders, 
and organizations to services 

available in the community.  
Another area the committee 
is continuing to address is its 
needs in regards to education.  
GED classes have been 
ongoing at the Tyrone Public 
Library since last year through 
a partnership with the library, 
Altoona Literacy Council at 

AASD, and OOT.  Recently, 
the class had its first graduate, 
and a few individuals are ready 
to test shortly.  In addition, 

the group also addressed the 
impact of the untimely passing 
of local students as a result of 
bullying and suicide.  OOT, 
in conjunction with PeerStar 
Support Services, held a one 

day workshop with morning 
and evening sessions to train 
individuals on the signs, 
how to start a conversation 
with someone struggling, 
and resources for support.  
In the spring of 2017, 
the group partnered with 
Epworth Manor to restart 
their greenhouse to be able 
to provide fresh vegetables 
to the Food Bank.  Under the 
capable management of Sue 
Sorensen, the greenhouse 
kicked-off with donations 
from local businesses and 
individuals and a volunteer/
resident from the Manor 
to maintain and monitor 

vegetables. The greenhouse 
will restart in the spring.  A 
half-day landlord/tenant 

workshop is being planned for 
April 13th in Tyrone.  More 
information to follow.

The roundtable remains 
helpful in providing leadership 
and support to a number of 
programs and endeavors that 
have had a positive impact 
on the town.  The Tyrone- 
Bellwood Backpack programs 
kicked-off in 2014-2015 with 
the help of the Roundtable 
and continues to operate 
successfully.  The committee 
provides leadership for an 
annual Tyrone Spring Cleanup 
Day which continues to boast 
nearly 100 volunteers from 
clubs, organizations, and 
church groups in the area.

If you would like more 
information on meetings, 
projects, ideas, or needs of the 
community that could benefit 
the Northern Blair County 
area, please contact Sue Griep 
at sgriep@blairco.org.
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abuse and diversion.  PDMP’s 
collect, monitor, and analyze 
electronically transmitted 
prescribing and dispensing 
data submitted by pharmacies 
and dispensing practitioners.  

Another example is the 
partnerships that formed to 
increase the efforts of the Drug 
Take Back Programs across 
the state.  The Drug Take Back 
Program helps by assisting with 
the proper disposal of unused 
prescription medications.  It is 
estimated that 80% of heroin 
users begin their addiction 
with prescription medications.  
The total for the destruction of 
unused prescription medication 
from 2017 was just over 43 tons 
of medication destroyed.  

Finally, this is an epidemic 
that we cannot arrest our way 
out of.  With that said, that does 
not mean that law enforcement 
is going to stop arresting.  
With additional funding from 
Operation Our Town, local 
law enforcement was able to 
execute 25 drug related search 

warrants and buy busts.  These 
search warrants resulted in the 
seizure of various controlled 
substances (approx. 75% 
opioids synthetic and non-
synthetic), firearms, and 
other contraband.  Local law 
enforcement conducted two 
saturation patrols, and made a 
total of 213 arrests of subjects 
who possessed, possessed with 
the intent to deliver, or delivered 
a controlled substance.  

In 2018, federal, state, and 
local law enforcement will 
continue to actively investigate 
drug trafficking in Blair 
County and they will conduct 
these investigations with new 
partnerships with other law 
enforcement agencies on all 
levels.  

Law enforcement will 
also actively participate in 
partnerships with education, 
treatment, and medical 
professionals with new and 
innovative ways to combat this 
epidemic to make Blair County 
a better, safer place to live.

LAW ENFORCEMENT YEAR IN REVIEW
Continued from A2

Community Revitalization 
Roundtable:

A community partnership to 
develop and implement strategies to 
improve neighborhoods.

Criminal Justice Advisory Board 
(CJAB):

To provide an ongoing forum for 
communication and collaboration 
among key decision makers for the 
purposes of evaluating, analyzing, 
planning, information sharing, and 
integrating and recommending 
action to improve the effectiveness 
and efficiency of the criminal justice 
system.

Early Childhood Education 
Roundtable:

To prevent involvement in drug 
abuse and criminal activities by 
providing pre-k age children with 
enriched early childhood learning 
experiences.

Faith-based Roundtable:
From a faith perspective, respond 

to and contribute to the work of the 
Operation Our Town partnerships.  
Promote, facilitate, and encourage 
faith-based community partnerships 
in using God’s gracious gifts to bring 
about positive change, hope, and 
spiritual health in the community.

Gang Roundtable:
To gather, coordinate and 

disseminate gang related activities 
for the purpose of communicating 

information directly to the steering 
committee in order to assist in the 
development of strategic plans to 
deal with gang, drug, and crime 
prevention as a result of gang related 
activities.

Housing Roundtable:
Identify solutions to address 

the problems created by transient 
tenants.  To discuss and implement 
educational techniques for renting 
properties to responsible tenants. 

K-12 Education Roundtable:
Elimination of drug abuse in K-12 

students in Blair County through 
education, programming, and 
awareness of the dangers of drug 
abuse.

Law Enforcement Roundtable:
To facilitate partnerships between 

the community and business to fight 
both drug use and crime through 
proven law enforcement techniques.

Marketing Roundtable:
To communicate and promote 

the objectives of the organization to 
effectively engage the citizenry of 
our community to become involved 
in taking back our neighborhoods.

Northern Blair Roundtable:
To facilitate partnerships 

between community and business 
in Northern Blair County to fight 
drug use and crime through proven 
law enforcement, treatment, and 

prevention techniques.
Pharmacy Roundtable:
To assure the safety of pharmacy 

employees and patrons, and to 
improve relationships with local 
and state law enforcement, while 
enhancing the commitment of 
community pharmacies efforts to 
reduce the supply of prescription 
opioids in the community available 
for diversion and abuse.

Volunteer Roundtable:
To support the mission of OOT 

with as many volunteers as possible.

Operation Our Town Roundtable Descriptions
By Shawna Hoover, OOT Executive Coordinator

 The Northern Blair 
Roundtable of Operation Our 
Town has existed for several 
years and has seen positive 
change under the recent 
leadership of Sue Griep, 
Victim/Witness Coordinator 
with the Blair County District 
Attorney’s Office.  Lately, the 
group has embodied a renewed 
sense of enthusiasm for their 
role in the growth of Tyrone and 
the surrounding community, 
and they are inspired to keep the 
fire growing.  When Sue first 
began attending the Northern 
Blair Roundtable meetings, 
she was already actively 
serving on other committees 
working to positively impact 
the community.  Becoming 
involved was a natural fit for her 
being a Tyrone native, caring 
deeply about her hometown, 
and being in a career that 
lends itself to safety, crime, 

and healthy communities.  The 
roundtable has provided an 
exciting opportunity to involve 
others in something that works 
for the good of Tyrone and its 
people.
   Other members of the 
committee also share this 
sentiment for the future 
growth and success of the 
Tyrone community.  Carol 
Steffen, Executive Director of 
Every Life Matters Pregnancy 
Support Services, and Chief 
John Romeo of the Tyrone 
Police Department both have 
acknowledged the benefits 
of having a growing network 
of individuals throughout the 
community working towards 
the same goals.  They also 
noted the benefit and efficacy 
of individuals and smaller 
organizations working together 
to tackle large issues.  While 
transforming a community 

might seem too difficult for 
anybody on their own, when 
people work together, their 
efforts are magnified.
   Over the past year, the 
roundtable has tried to rotate 
meetings across different 
businesses and locations in an 
effort to learn more about what 
is available and going on in 
and around Tyrone.  In order to 
make a difference, they strive 
to continually familiarize 
themselves with more of the 
work going on and the services 
and programs being offered in 
the community to recognize 
and fill in any gaps.  Rather 
than focusing on reinventing 
the wheel, the roundtable has 
made it a point to first capitalize 
on what is already in place and 
move forward from there.
   As a result, the group has taken 
on several new initiatives.  
They have offered a suicide 

prevention training, 
reinitiated GED 
classes, and enabled 
a community 

greenhouse to assist the food 
bank with fresh fruits and 
vegetables.  They are also in 
the process of putting together 
a resource guide so Tyrone 
residents are made aware of 
everything available to them.  
Furthermore, the Tyrone 
Cleanup Day, while not a new 
program, saw the greatest 
increase in volunteers last year, 
thanks to a partnership with 
the local churches.  The group 
also plans to host a half-day 
Landlord Tenant workshop in 
April 2018.
 With these new 
endeavors in mind, Sue noted, 
“It has been a great journey to 
learn about the ever-growing, 
up and rising Tyrone, and 
also develop and create some 
new programs and services 
in the past 2 years.”  Through 
the combined efforts of many 
organizations, including 

Operation Our Town’s 
Northern Blair Roundtable, the 
way others view the community 
has seen a change for the 
better.  Whether people talk 
about the events and festivals, 
new businesses opening in 
the area, or the welcoming 
atmosphere of the community, 
Tyrone’s citizens can take great 
pleasure in watching the town’s 
reputation take a shift of focus 
and momentum for the better.
 To anyone looking to 
see a similar change within 
their own community, there 
is an immense amount of 
hope and encouragement.  
Taking small steps to make a 
difference within a community 
yields some of the most 
rewarding returns.  After all, 
it only takes a few individuals 
or organizations to join forces 
and become the change they 
want to see in the community, 
and that change can start with a 
single person.

Northern Blair: Igniting Change
By Nick Gordon, PMSC AmeriCorps Member with Operation Our Town



$10,000 and up:
Alan Gehringer, Rhythm Systems
Altoona Area School District 
Foundation
Altoona First Savings Bank
Altoona Pipe & Steel Supply 
Company
American Eagle Paper Mills
American Insurance Administrators, 
Inc.
Amtran 
Anonymous donor
Arch Insurance Group
Blair Candy Company, Inc.*
Blair Companies*
Catalano, Case, Catalano & 
Clark-Radzieta
Chester E. Grannas Family 
Foundation
Courtesy Motors
Curve Baseball, LP
D.C. Goodman & Sons, Inc.*
Dean Patterson Chevrolet
Delta Health Technologies, LLC*
E.B. Endres, Inc.
Fiore Buick GMC*
Fiore Toyota*
First Energy Foundation
First National Bank
Folcarelli Supply Co.
Grainger Foundation, Inc.
Grappone Law Office* 
Harry K. Sickler Associates*
Holiday Inn Express*
Jones Day
Kooman & Associates, LLC
Lawruk Machine & Tool Company, 
Inc. 
Lawruk Realty*
Lee Industries, Inc.*
Leonard S. Fiore, Inc.*
McLanahan Corporation*
M&T Bank*
New Enterprise Stone & Lime Co.*
New Pig Corporation*
Norfolk Southern Foundation
NPC, Inc.*
Park Hills Golf Club
Patt Organization
Peak Media of Pennsylvania, LLC – 
Fox 8 TV
Reliance Bank*
Rotary Club of Altoona
Seltzer Financial Strategies
Sheetz, Inc.*
Small Tube Products
S&T Bank
Stuckey Ford/Stuckey Subaru
The Hite Company*
Thompson Pharmacy
United Way of Blair County*
UPMC Altoona*
Value Drug Company
Ward Trucking, LLC*
Willard E. Campbell Enterprises, Inc 
– Hoss’s
Wolf Furniture*
YTI Career Institute - Altoona

$5,000 - $9,999:
AGSM Ventures, LLC
AmeriServ Financial
Bernard Albert Good Post 8685
Bolger Brothers, Inc.
Business Planning Service, LLC
Central PA Landlord Association
Concordia Society
Fine Line Cabinets, Inc.
Groff Tractor & Equipment
H.F. Lenz Company 
Inco Beverage, Inc.
Infinity Insurance Management 
Service
Irwin Financial, Inc.
Lezzer Lumber
Newborn Enterprises, Inc.
Nic’s Tobacco Outlet, Inc.
North American Communications
Northwestern Mutual
Pepsi Bottling Group, LLC
Reilly Creppage & Co.
Say-Core, Inc.
Top to Bottom Office Interiors
US Foods 

$1,000 - $4,999:
2nd Avenue United Methodist Church
Ahold Financial Services – Martin’s 
Food Market
Allegheny Brain & Spine Surgeons, 
P.C.
Allegheny Club of Hollidaysburg
Allegheny Supply & Maintenance 
Co., Inc.
Allegheny Trucks, Inc.
Altoona Blair County Development 
Corporation
Altoona Center for Nursing Care
Altoona Housing Authority
Altoona Mirror
Atlantic Broadband
Babst, Calland, Clements & Zomnir, 
PC
Bavarian Aid Society
Benzel’s Bretzel Bakery, Inc.
Best Line Equipment
Blair County Chamber of Commerce
Blair County District Attorney’s 
Office
Blair County Police Departments
Blair Medical Associates
Blue Knob Valley Chainsaw Carving 
Competition
Buccinese Society
Burgmeier’s Hauling, Inc.
CBT Bank a Division of Riverview 
Bank
Cesare Battisti Mutual Benefit 
Association
City Beverage of Altoona, Inc.
Cleveland Brothers Equipment Co., 
Inc.
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.
Coldwell Banker Town & Country 
Real Estate
Construction Applicators
Degol Organization
DelGrosso Family of Companies
DelGrosso Foods, Inc.

DelGrosso’s Amusement Park
DiAndrea Media
Discovery House
Edward Jones Investments – Richard 
Logan
Empower Business Solutions, Inc.
Fiore Brothers Management, LLC
First Commonwealth Bank
Freedom Basketball Club, Inc.
Fringe Benefit Group
Galliker Dairy Company
GMRI, Inc. - Olive Garden
Golden Living Center – Hillview
HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital
Hollidaysburg Rotary Club
Keller Engineers, Inc.
Koehle Maintenance
Kunzler & Company
Low Life Rider Chapter, Inc.
Lozinak Professional Baseball, LLC
Madey Corp, Inc. – Blair Co. Golf & 
Driving Range
Mama Randazzo’s, Inc.
Mock Creations
Mountain Research, LLC
Nason Hospital
Northwest Savings Bank
Omega Bank
ORX
Park Security Systems
Penn State Altoona
Pennsylvania Prison Warden’s 
Association
P. Joseph Lehman, Inc. Consulting 
Engineers
Priority Management & Associates
Providence Presbyterian Church
Pyramid Healthcare, Inc.
Roaring Spring Blank Book/Roaring 
Spring Water
Saint Francis University
Sam’s Club #6460
Sheehan & Associates
Shirley’s Cookie Company, Inc.
Silk Mill Properties, Inc.
Solarshield Remodelers, Inc.
South Hills School of Business & 
Technology
Stiffler, McGraw & Associates, Inc.
Swiss Club of Altoona
The Meadows Original Frozen 
Custard of Greenwood
The Meadows Original Frozen 
Custard of Hollidaysburg
ThyssenKrupp – AIN Plastics
United Way of the Capital Region
Warren A. Gingrich Agency, Inc.
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC
Xanitos, Inc.
Young, Oakes, Brown & Co.

Under $1,000:
1st Summit Bank
A-1 Paving
AFSCME Local 906 – Hollidaysburg 
Veterans Home
AFSCME Local 2188 – Altoona City 
Employees
Allegheny Mountains Convention & 
Visitors Bureau
Allegheny Orthotics & Prosthetics
Al’s Tavern
Altoona Auto Auction
Altoona Catholic Nurses
Altoona Center for Clinical Research, 
PC
Altoona Jewish Community School
Altoona Police Narcotics Division
Ansley RV
Appalachia IU8
Arrow Land Solutions, LLC
Associated Builders & Contractors, 
Inc.
A. Thomas Farrell Law Offices
Back in Action Physical Therapy & 
Fitness Center
Backyard Burgers
Baechle & Associates Architects
Baltimore Life Insurance
Beard Legal Group
Bellwood-Antis School District 
Foundation
Bellwood Fraternal Order of Eagles
Bill Wertz & Sons
Blair/Bedford Builders Association
Blair Business Technologies
Blair County Anesthesia, P.C.
Blair County Beverage
Blair County Children, Youth & 
Families
Blair County Crime Solvers
Blair County Health & Welfare 
Council
Blair Drug & Alcohol Partnerships
Blair Gastroenterology Associates
Blair Orthopedics
Blair Roofing, Inc.
Blue Knob Golf Club
Bob’s Storage
Bun Air Corporation
Carmike Cinemas
Carnegie Equipment, Inc.
Central Blair Recreation Commission
Central PA Cardiology, LLC
Central PA Digital Learning 
Foundation
Centre Concrete Company
Ciocca Benton & Okonak, P.C.
Clear Creek Environmental
Clip Art Salon
Combined Insurance
Craig Fencing
Credit Control Collections
Cresson Lions Park Association
Cumming Motors, Inc.
Days Inn & Suites, Altoona
Delozier Construction
Despoy & Robertson Law Firm
D. Freemont, Inc.
DiAndrea Promos
Dick’s Pharmacy, Inc.
Drayer Physical Therapy Institute
Edward Jones Investments – Michael 
Harris
Epworth Manor
Fairview United Methodist Church
Family Pizza & Pub
Family Services, Inc.
Fenner Consulting

Fiore Furniture
Fiore True Value Hardware
First Presbyterian Church
First Stop Shop, Inc.
Fraternal Order of Police Bald Eagle 
Lodge #51
Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #8
Frederick Lock & Key, Inc.
Freedom Excursions by Scully, LLC
Freedom RV Rentals, LLC
Furrer Beverage Co., Inc.
G.B. Wineland & Son, Inc.
Geisinger Health Plan
G&G Auto Sales
Global Impact
Gold Wing Road Riders Association 
Chapter PAS
Good Advertising
Graystone Court
Greendown Acres Mobile Home Park
Greenwood Pools & Spas
G&R Excavating
Griffith & Petz Co.
Gwin, Dobson & Foreman
Haberstroh, Sullivan & George, LLP
Heidelberg Country Club
Hollidaysburg Area Junior High 
School Student Body
Home Health Resource
Home Nursing Agency
Homewood Retirement Centers
Investment Savings Bank
Iron Masters Country Club
Jack & George’s
Jaffa Temple Altoona Shrine Club
Jim Bryan’s Tree Trimming & 
Removal
J. Kirk Kling Law Office
JMH Medical, LLC
Johnny’s U Pull It
Jones Funeral Home
Keystone Custom Homes
Keystone Real Estate Group, LP 
Kids First Blair County/Lily Pond
Kiwanis Club of Tyrone
Klesius & Sheedy, Inc.
Knights of Columbus Council 551
Kopp Drug
Kranich’s, Inc.
Ladies of Virtue Foundation, Inc. 
Lakemont Lions Club, Inc.
Lake Raystown Resort 
Llyswen United Methodist Church
Logan Lodge #490 F&AM
Longstreth Brothers, Inc.
Loyal Order of Moose, Altoona 
Family Center #74
Lumax Lighting
Lung Disease Center of Central PA 
Mainline Medical Associates
Manpower
Marianna’s Fundraisers, Inc.
Mariska Eash Realtor, Re/Max 
Results Realty
Martin Oil Company
Mathew Greenwald & Associates, 
Inc.
McAleer’s Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Conditioning
McCloskey Builders, Inc.
Mike’s Court
Mike Servello Garage, Inc.
M&M Roofing & Contracting, Inc.
Moore Power Sales
Moses & Associates, P.C.
Mountain Lodge #281 – Free & 
Accepted Masons Mount Aloysius 
College – Physical Therapy Club
Mueller’s Auto Recycling
Musical Society Unter Uns
Nimquin, Inc.
Nittany Building Specialties, Inc.
Old Canal Inn
Overhead Door Company of Blair 
County
Passarello Law Office
Pennsylvania Highlands Community 
College
Photo Flare
Presbytery of Huntingdon
PSECU
Radiology Business Solutions, LLC
Ravine, Inc.
Re/Max Results Realty Group
R.H. Marcon, Inc.
Riley, Inc.
Ritchey’s Dairy, Inc.
Rockhill Realty, LLC
Rotary Club of Roaring Spring
Roundhouse Harley-Davidson
Russell Tire
Sacred Heart Church
Saleme Insurance Services, Inc.
Scotch Valley Country Club
Season-Aire, Inc.
Secure-Tec, Inc.
Shelco
Sigel’s School of Dance
Sinking Valley Country Club
Spherion
Splish Splash Auto Bath 
Stanley J. Krish Funeral Home, Inc.
St. Joseph Institute
Sub Zero Ice Cream & Yogurt
Summit Country Club
Sylvan Hills Golf Club
Teeter Group
Thaler Family Dentistry, PLLC
The Crossroad
The EADS Group
The Knickerbocker
The Lytle Group
The Medicine Shoppe
The Village at Morrisons Cove
The Winds at Mattern Orchard
Tom & Joe’s Restaurant, LLC
Traficante Family Chiropractic
Travelling Tator Trucks, LLC
Tri-Star Ford of Tyrone
Tyrone Area Community 
Organization
Tyrone Hospital
United Veterans Association of Blair 
County
University Orthopedics Center
Ventura Construction Services, Inc.
Wachovia Securities
WJAC-TV
WJAC-TV
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OOT Steering Committee Members
Professional & OOT titles:
BOARD

Michael A. Fiore
President & CEO, Leonard S. Fiore, Inc.
OOT President

Philip Devorris
President & CEO, Blair Companies
OOT Secretary

Joseph Sheetz
President & CEO, Sheetz, Inc.
OOT Treasurer

Randy Feathers
Retired, PA Office of Attorney General
OOT Board Member

Ron McConnell
Chief Operating Officer, UPMC Altoona
OOT Board Member

Executive Coordinator – Shawna Hoover

STEERING COMMITTEE

Dr. Lori J. Bechtel-Wherry
Chancellor, Penn State Altoona
OOT Higher Education Representative

Richard Consiglio, Esq.
Blair County District Attorney

JR DiAndrea
President, DiAndrea Media, Inc.
Chairperson, OOT Marketing Roundtable

Honorable Elizabeth Doyle
Blair County President Judge
Chairperson, OOT Criminal/Judicial Roundtable

Greg Drew, R.Ph
President, Value Drug Company
Chairperson, OOT Pharmacy Roundtable

Brian Durbin
President, Durbin Companies
Co-chairperson, OOT Housing Roundtable

Zane Gates, MD
Empower3 Center for Health
OOT Health Representative

Dr. Robert Gildea
Superintendent, Hollidaysburg Area School District
Chairperson, OOT K-12 Education Roundtable

Donna Gority
Former Blair County Commissioner
OOT Government Representative

Joseph Grappone, Esq.
Grappone Law Office
Solicitor

Rodney Green
Leadership & Special Education Consultant
Chairperson, OOT Early Childhood Education Roundtable

Sue Griep
Director, Blair County Victim/Witness Program
Chairperson, OOT Northern Blair Roundtable

Lisa Hann
Executive Director, Family Services, Inc.
Chairperson, OOT Faith-based Roundtable

Betsy Hurst
Retired Executive Director
Chairperson, OOT Volunteer Roundtable

Cheryl Johns
Executive Director, Altoona Housing Authority
Co-Chairperson, OOT Housing Roundtable 

Bill Kitt
President, Central PA Landlord Association
Co-Chairperson, OOT Housing Roundtable

Steve McKnight
President & CEO, ABCD Corporation
Chairperson, OOT Community Revitalization Roundtable

Dr. Todd Negola
Clinical Psychologist, James E. Van Zandt VA Medical Center
Chairperson, OOT Gang Representative

Judy Rosser
Executive Director, Blair Drug & Alcohol Partnerships
OOT Human Services Representative

Tony Sassano
Deputy Chief, PA Office of Attorney General, 
Bureau of Narcotics & Drug Control
Chairperson, OOT Law Enforcement Roundtable

Operation Our Town was founded in 2006 with the support of many local businesses.  The 
following founding businesses with an asterisk (*) committed at least $10,000 per year for three 
years to fund local efforts to take back our neighborhoods from drugs and violent crime.

The success of Operation Our Town, combined with the desire to improve our community, has 
led additional local businesses to continue the work begun by our founding members by also 
pledging at least $10,000 per year for three years to support local programs proven to reduce drug 
use and crime.

Operation Our Town Donors

 JR DiAndrea, Publisher
 Rachel DiAndrea, Project Manager
Segan Farster, Creative Director
 DiAndrea Media, Inc., Advertising

Our Town Times
 Published by DiAndrea Media, Inc.

2431 6th Ave, Altoona, PA 16602
814.944.5678

DiAndreaMedia.com

Plus, over 190 individual citizens.
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