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Essay Entry Deadline - November 5th!
See link below to view essay contest form:
https://operationourtown.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/2021-Essay-Contest-Form-9-22-21.pdf
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Mission
To facilitate partnerships
between community and
business to fight drug
abuse and crime through
proven law enforcement,
treatment, and prevention
techniques.

814-693-3020

PA 2-1-1 is a
comprehensive
database that includes
information about
health & human
services.
PA 2-1-1 can be
accessed by
phone 24/7 or the
web at:

www.pa211.org

814-381-0921

Month of November - Meetings
11/1

Booker T. Washington
meeting

4:00pm

Central Blair Recreation &
Park Commission

11/4

Early Childhood Education
Roundtable meeting

10:00am

Blair County Chamber

11/9

Northern Blair Roundtable
meeting

12:00pm

Bull Pen Restaurant

11/17

Marketing Roundtable
meeting

4:00pm

Zach’s

11/18

Criminal Justice Advisory
Board Roundtable meeting

12:00pm

Blair Co. Courthouse

11/18

Faith-based Roundtable
meeting

2:00pm

Family Services, Inc.

11/19

Pharmacy Roundtable
meeting

7:15am

Zoom

Grant Recipient Highlight:
Tyrone Area School District
Summer Reading Bookmobile
By: Nick Gordon, PMSC AmeriCorps Member
with Operation Our Town

When asked about the overall purpose of Tyrone
Area
School
District’s Summer
Reading
Bookmobile, Kristin Musselman stated that the
program exists to provide students with
opportunities to locate books to read and improve
their learning during the summer months. In the
same vein, this offers a fun and safe activity for
students and children, without the need for
parents to go out of their way to accommodate.
Overall, the program is easily accessible and free
for the community.
The summer of 2021 marked the third year of
operation of the bookmobile. The program began
in the summer of 2018, but due to COVID
concerns, they were unable to operate in the
summer of 2020. Thankfully, they were able to
make the necessary adjustments this summer,
reaching over a hundred students ranging from
just three years old to thirteen years of age, the
program is stronger than ever.

For students and teachers across the country,
summertime is a much needed break from the
stress that comes alongside learning and
teaching. However, many students lose access to
resources that schools provide, such as school
lunches and libraries. While some kids regularly
have ice cream or snow cone trucks coming to For more information and to learn more, please
their houses and many students have access to a reach out at the contact info below:
summer meal program, most do not have the
same accessibility to books that keep their minds
engaged throughout the summer.
Luckily for the Tyrone community, they have a
Summer Reading Bookmobile, which is literally a
school bus that has been transformed into a
library on wheels that can stop at hot spots in the
community to reach students. In the summer
months when school is not in session, a certified
teacher drives the Bookmobile around to locations
such as the park, housing communities, and local
daycare facilities, reading to students and
providing an activity at each stop.
It may seem obvious to some, but I would have
never thought of such an innovative way to reach
the youth of the community. The provided books
range from reading levels of Pre-K to around
twelve years old, and thanks to the grant funding
provided by Operation Our Town, they have been
able to expand their selection of books to cater to
the interests of older students as well.
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